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. BIRTH. 

On the 24th November, the wife of P. NAuIN, 
of a d:ughter. ; 

At Kobe, on the:2lst inatant, the wife of Jas. 
L, Rozgrt- on, of a daughter 

At Victoria : ospital, Peak, on the 30th Novem- 
ber, 1908, the wife of E. ¥. Hazz.ann, of a gon. 


MABRIAGE. 


At Christ Church, Colombo, on 30th November, 
Cranes GORDON Srewaet, youngest eon «f the 
late Dr. Joun Macxre of Brechin. to Gertaoupe 
Igeving, youngest daughtr of the late Jamis 
Gurazi of Hope Park, Broughty Ferry. 


| 


On Tuesday, November 17th, at Shanghai, i 
Cant Bexenenn, Architect, aged 31 years. 

At Bombay (by telegram) on the 23rd Novem- 
ber, Sonanyez Byeamser Buoasna, formerly of 
Hongkong. 


a 


ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


DEATHS. 


The German Mail of the 4th altimo, arrived , 


per 8.8. Beulow on the 3rd instant. 

The French Mail arrived on the 7th ins‘. per 
as. Ernest Stmons, with Loudon dates to the 
Bth at, 7 


to be sent to the 
Turkestan) to work on the military post roads 
there as convicts for entering the precincts of 
the Imperial Palace without permission. 
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FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


The Hongkong Government has declared 


Singapore to be an infectet port. 


The Shanghai St. Andrew's Society postponed 


their annual ball until December 22nd owing to 
the incidence of the Chinese national mourning. 


Mr. I. C. Hopkins, lats British Consul 


General, at Tientain, and Mr. H. Brady, of 
Chefoo, have retired from the service, after long 
and meritorious careers. 


Two Metropolitan officials have heen ordered 
New Daminion (Chinese 


In memory of the late Emperor and Dowager 


Empress of China, the Dead March in ‘“ Sanl” 
was played at the close of the morning services 
at the Cathedral and Union Church Shanghai. 
last Sunday,the respective congregations up- 
standing. ~ 


Hankow papers report the death of Dr. Ph. 


Spruyt, which took place in Brussels from 
pleureay. 
Continent to return to Hankow. On the way 
out via Siberia. he was taken ill and had to 
return to Efrope. 


It appears that the deceased left the 


The American papersin Manila condemn Ad- 
miral Sperry in unmeasured terms for his 
“avoidance of the decencies of social inter- 
course at Manila, and for his “absurd insults 
to the Governor-General, the Army, and tha 
Americans resident in the Philippines.” 

Admiral Sperry, after declining to allow the 
men of his fleet shore leave, finally consented to 
allow the men to disembark in squads under the 
command of their petty officers. provided he 
obtained the approval of the Naval Department 
at Washington. The Flect left Manila on the 
1st inst. 

The death took place by drowning at Hankow 
on the 17th inst. of Mr. Devereux of the I. M. 
Customs. The deceased was very near sighted 
and while walking near the race course he is 
supposed to have fallen into a deep pond and was 
drowned. The body was later recovered and an 


inquest was held. The deceased was well known 


at several ports. 

The Shanghai Tuotai las made, 
amounting to Taels 3,000,000, - to 
Chinese 


loan’ 


this large sum in the current accounts 
of these banks, says a Shanghai contemporary, 


has done much to relieve the financial stringency, 
and great credit is due to the Taotai for his 


prompt and efficient action in this matter. 


Sir Alexander Hosiv, C.M.G., the British 
strongly 
recommends the British manufacturer and 
merchant to study carefully the “Analysis of 


Foreign Trade” now published annually eby the ! effect, and within a short time of the a rAnCO 
The | of the caricatures a free fight sacarcod bekeett 


Commercial Attaché at Peking, 


Chinese Imperial Maritime - Customs. © 


“Emperor a 


variou8 
Banks throughout the Settlement 
and the Nantao District. The placing of 


The trial of Chang, one of the Korean assas 
sins of Mr. D. W. Stevens, began on Nov. 16th 
in San Francisco. 


In his command orders, dated Tientsin Nov. 
18th, on ah Waters says:—On the melancholy 
occasion off the death of His Majesty the 
Her Majesty the Dowager Empress, 
Officers of the North China Command will wear, 
when in uniform. a band of black crape round 
the left armas prescribed by the Regu‘ .tions. . 
The mourning will be continued until the 21st 
November. Officers will abstain from attending 


public functions, no bands will play, and flags 


will fly, at halfmast, until 11th December, 


inclux.ve. 


. The fact that the Public Works Department 
in Tonkin ii -.t set local industrial interests aside 
by getting outa steamboat from Hongkong has 
created much comment at Haiphéng. The 
steamer was built by Chinese shipwrights at 
Hongkong. The Departmest secured it from 
the agent of a Hongkong Chit Syndicate for 
$116,000, of which 486,000 went to the builders, 
says the “‘ Avenir du Tonkin.” That journal 
criticises sharply the Department for giving the 
work to foreigners, instead of to the shipbuilding 
yards at Haiphong and Saigon, which can turn 
out a similar class of vessel any day. 


A determined fight, wé learn from a Manila 
contempt is to be made by the Manila 
Merchants’ Association against the adoption in 
the Philippine islands of the metrio system. 
The whole matter has been referred to the 
legislative committee. The American mer- 
chants are, in the main opposed to it, while the 
Filipino tradesmen feel that they would be lost 
beyond recovery in the intricacies of what seems 
to them a needless substitute of a well under- 
stood system already in general use. The 
promise of the Governor-General to meet the 
business public half way in the proposition is 
ragarded as encouraging. 


Mr. Richard Markwick, who had for many 
years been connected with the China Mutual 
Insurance Company at Shanghai shot himself 
on Friday morning last.. The deceased was 
in Hongkong in 1861. and, had been a resident 
of Shanghai since 1883. Almost from the time. 
that the China Mutual Insurance Company 
came: into being he was employed by- the firm, 
and although for a short period he joined the 
service of the Shanghai Life Insurance Com- 
pany, he afterwards returned to his previous 
employment. Mr. Markwick had been illesince 
the middle of September and had been away 


from the office since that time. 


The Shanghai Mercury reports an ‘amusing 
incident which occurred in the Settlement the 
other day. A short time ago a new factory for 
-the manufacture of socks in ri 
| an old established institution, and between the 
two the greatest bitterness prpvailed. Then 
the elder establishment took action, and by way 
of hitting at their competitors the managers had 
a series of attractive globes get up~before the 
| works. On these were printed various animals, 
but in place of their heads were printed the 


| along with various remarks upon them, all more 
| orless uncomplimentary. Such a display had its 


heads of the promoters of the rival concern © 


tables which these volumes contain, he says,|the workers in the different factories. This 
will impart more information regarding the ! was not quelled until the police appeared on 
foreign trade of China than hundreds of pages the scene, and it was found necessary to put the 
in. writing. ringleaders under arrest. ae 


er 
Ns 


“Bir Alexander Hosie, 


time in Hongkong before the Opium Conference 
is opened. 

The German A. D.C. at Shanghai were to 
give e second performance of Das Stiftungsfest, 
the piece so successfully staged by the Deutscher 


--Verein at the Lyceum Theatre last 


week. 


On November -18th at Tientsin about 
_ 10,000, children, from the Tientsin City Native 
Schools, were assembled together with their 
teachers at the Viceroy's Yamen in order to 
proclaim the new Emperor. Spectators state 
that the sight was a very interesting and nove 
one. 


A murderous attempt by a Chinese coolie upon 
Miss Gall, the daughter of a well known French 
Municipal employee at Tientsin is reported in 


the Northern papers. It appears that the boy. 


is a discharged servant and made his way into 
the girl's bedroom and first throttled her, 
and then also cut her face about with a knife. 


The man fled but was captured and has been’ 


identified by his victim; who is in a very bad 
way from the numerous wounds received, 


Mr. F. W. Maze, Commissioner of Customs. 


at Tengyueh, on the Burma Frontier, has been 
granted two years’ leave of absence and will 
roceed to Europe at the close of the year after 
having spent two years and a half at his present 
isolated post. Before serving at Tengyueh Mr. 
Maze was in charge of the Kongmoon Customs 
where, it will be remembered, he opened the 
Custom House in March 1904 upon Kongmoon 
being made a Treaty Port. . ; 
A curious decision was given by a Magistrate 
at Singapore in a “dumping” case last month. A 
Macao man and woman were charged with dump- 
ing the dead body of a Chinaman in the People’s 
Park. The evidence showed that the woman 
was sitting in the ricksha with the body and 
the man was between the shafts. The Magis- 
.trate held that the Park was not included in the 
list of places where it was forbidden to dump 
corpses, and the accused were accordingly 


aoquitted. 

November 25th was observed at Shanghai 
as & special occasion of mourning for the deatha 
of the Emperor and Empress Dowager, and 
“besides the flags of the various Consulates many 
of the hongs also flew their flags at half mast. 
The banks, native and foreign, were closed as 
were also many native shops and_ atores, 
especially in Nanking Road, and the Custom 
House concluded business at noon, but other- 
‘wise business proceeded much as usual. From 
the Settlement all the officials proceeded to the 
City to take part in the funeral rites which 
were there observed, and in consequence of the 
Magistrates’ absence the Mixed Court had again 
to suspend business. 

The Grand Secretariat early in the present 
month resolved to ordet the prohibition of all 

. lotteries in the Empire at the end of the current 
month. The original intention in starting 
lottgries, it is stated, was to increase the revenue. 
So0 many new lotteries had now come into 


’ existenve that this had become the worst form of | 


gpmbling in the Empire. Their Excellencies 
came to the conclusion that lotteries were 
demoralising the people, and led to robbery and 
other crimes. We mfy well doubt whether the 
order of the Grand Secretariat will be obeyed. 
In the North, at any bate, lotteries for. December 
are openly advertised. . 
An extraordinary incident is reported in the 
- * Seoul Press, showing how in parts of Korea 
human flesh is believed to be of medicinal value, 
—a belief, remarks the Japan Chronicle. that 
has not yet. been wholly i 
most ignorant classes in Japan. Our contem- 
porary says it is reported that a young woman, 
twenty-three years of age, the wife of Kim 
Chinwoo, living at Sam-tong-li, Yang-sam 
district, South Kyongsang-do, gave a piece of 
human flesh to her sick husband as medicine, 
cutting it from her own thigh, in order to cure 
the rheumatism from which he has been suffering 
for the six years. Since eating it he seems 


to have improved remarkably, so doubtless his | 


wife thinks she has been amply rewarded for her 
gacrifice: It is said that the villagers, being 
greatly impressed by Mrs. Kim's unusual faith- 
fulness to her husband, have asked the magistrate 
to reward her. 


H.M. Commercial 
Attaché in Peking, intends spending a short 


ed among the 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


. The Portuguese Chargé d’Affaires in Peking 
has agreed to cancel the Canton/Macao Railway 
ment entered into by Sheng Kung Pao 
and the Portuguese Minister on certain condi- 
tions, the principal of which is that the regula- 
tions as to fares on the railway to be built under 
the sole control of China ‘shall be settled by an 
Agreement betweenChina and Portugal. 
Marquis Katsura, the Japanese Prime Minister, 
has stated with reference to the question of re- 


ducing the Japanesé force in Pehchili, that notice - 


of that intention having been auly conveyed to 
the Chinese Government, and there being. no 
sign of any commotion such as would militate 
against thd carrying out of the programme, the 
Government's resolve is to proceed with the 
operation’ China has troops enough of her own 
to deal with any disturbance, and a recurrence 
.of such events as those of 1900 cannot and need 
not be expected. For the rest, if any occasion 
should arise’ for the employment of foreign 
troops, Japan has’ forces in Manchuria and 
Korea, which would be available at any moment. 

During the past.fiscal year 1,686,767 vaccina- 
tions against smallpox were made in the 
Philippine islands by agents of the Bureau of 
Health, to say nothing of the thousands made 
by private physicians. According to the last 
annual report of the Secre of the Interior the 
administration of this work has been so im- 
proved that its cost is now approximately two 
and a half centavos per capita as against seven 
and a half centavos a few years ago. “Itis a 
remarkable fact” says the Secretary of the 
Interior, ‘and one that bears eloquent testimony 


to the care used by the Bureau of Science in 


manufacturing vaccine, and by the Burean of 
Health in using it, that not a single death has 
occured as a result of this enormous number of 
vaccinations, especially when the resulta obtained 


_in other countries under more favourable con- 


ditions are considered." 


Mr. Arias, Consul-General for Spain at Shang- 
hai, has been recalled to Madrid to explain his 
action in cutting off the Chinese who were 


aahbiade 6 registered in his Consulate and to 
e 


whom was unwilling to extend further 
Spanish protection. The action of Mr. Arias 
in this matter, says the Shanghai Times, met 


with the heartiest approval of the foreign com- 


munity, and we are sure that it tended greatly 


to relieve many unpleasant occurrences in the 


Mixed Court. e learn that the Chinese Cham- 


ber of Commerce, ag well as some Chinese officials, 
have asked the Wai-Wu-pu to represent to the 
Spanish Government the valuable services which 
Mr. Arias performed in this matter. 


It is 
sincerely to be hoped that for the good of 
Shanghai, this policy will not be reversed. ~ 
There was a very large assemblage'of forei 
residents at the American hatoba at Kobe 
recently to bid farewell to Mr. Alf. Woolley, 
the Chief Agent for Japan of the P. & 
Company, who left by the “Oriental ” for Eng- 
land. Mr. Woolley who was formerly, in the 
company's service in Hongkong, has resided in 
Japan for a good many years, and has taken a 
very active part in the public life of the foreign 
communities, having been .stationed- both at 
Kobe and Yokohama. Latterly he held the 
post of Chairman of the Kobe Foreign Board of 
Trade and was also President of the Kobe Club, 
but whether he resided in Yokohania or Kobe, 
Mr. Woolley, remarks the Japan Chronicle, 
has always been foremost in rendering ungrudg- 
ing service in the interests of the community. 
On the 19th ult. the members of the Ko 
Club -assembled ati the Club to witness the 
presentation of a silver salver and tea service 
which had been subscribed for as a mark of 
and esteem. The presentation was 
made by Mr. H. Lucas, the President, who in a 
few appreciative words referred to Mr. Woolley's 
public work and his qualities as a private 
sitizen. Woolley replied. in a happy speech 
reminiscent of the years he had spent in Kobe 


‘and the affection he had for the place. As the 


launch left the hatoba the large crowd of 
foreigners gave three hearty cheers for Mr. and 
Mrs. Woolley. Whether Mr. Woolley will 
return to Japfin is not, our contemporary be- 
lieves, wholly assured, but it is quite certain that 
his return will be hoped for by a large circle of 
friends, and the Chronicle expresses the belief 
that if the choice lies with him he will decide 
for Japan, where he has madé his home and 
rendered such excellent public service. 


(Daily Press, November 28th.) nd 
It spite of mutual “professions of the most 
cordial friéiidship among nationf it iéeme 


‘to be the vogue everywhere to*believé in 


“ay 


the probability of the Pacific becoming” at 


no far distant date, an international coc _ a | 
int 


While the prophets are agreed on this po 
they are strangely at variance upon the — 
interesting question as te how the combat- 
ants are likely to rang@| in the fray. 
We have the Katser’s forcecast ia whieh 
the navies of the East are seea opposing 
the Fleets of the West, “ Who can foresee” 
Hrs Masesty said, “ what may take place 
in the Pacific in the days tocome, daye'not 
ao distant ‘as some believe, but days, 
at any rate, for which alf Kuropeaa Powers 
with Far Eastern interests ought ateddily | 
to prepare? Look at the accomplished rise - 
of Japan; think of the passible national - 
awakening of China; and then judge of the . 
vast* problema of the Pacific. Only those 
Powers which have great navies will be 
listened to with respect, whon the future of 
the Parific comes to be solved; and if 
for that reason only Germany must have 
a powerful fleet. It may even be that 
England herself will be glad that Germany 
has a fleet when they speak together on the . 
same side in the great debates of the future.\ 
It is interesting to comt:ast this view of the 
‘“ gust problems of the Pacific” with that 
of a writer in the current number of the 
« United Services Magazine’ who makes a 
plea for a naval understanding with the 
Unitei States. It ia premised in this 
article that the Anglo-Japarese Alliance 
will not be renewed when the existing 
agreement terminates in 1915, and we pre- 
sume His Majesty the’ Karsen similarly 
regards a renewal of that alliance as impos- 
sible. “The cruise of Admiral Spsepy’s - 
squadron,” saya Mr. Peeotvan Hrsuam, the. 
author of the Service magasine article * hag . 
definitely proved that a continuance of the 
Auglo-Japanese Treaty alter ite | 
term has expired is impossible.” Why 
Mr. Hrsuam should believg this we 
cunnot understand except that it js ‘necessary 

as a basis of the forecast he pr.ceadsto | 
elaborate. One might suppose from this + 
remark that it was 8 case of Japan 
being off with the old love and ou with the 
new. But, no; Japan, in Mr, Histam'é 
view of the problems-of the Pacific, will be 
hand in glove with ogress aod the United 
States is the object of their attack. Mr. 
Hrs: aM’s idea is that the ex; ansion of the 
German navy will yaaa Great’ Brituin 
giving adequate nav: protection to Anstra- 
lia, New Zealand and her uther possessions 
in the Pasific, should thesetbe threatened at 
any time by Japanese forces. Ou the other 
hand the writer poiots out that Anierica, 
standing alone would require au- Atlantic 
fleet strong enough to \anfegaas her 
agni: st Germany; while in the Pucific her 
fleet would r. quire’ to keep in line with the 
rapidly-expanding navy+ of Japap.: He 
dwells upon the enormous outlay the 
United State: would have to f.ce to maine 
tain a strong fleet both in the Atlantic and 
the Pacific, and suggests a com een | 
Great Britain and the United ator er 
which the litter would eafeguard the Pacific 
while the latter guards tae Atlantic. | It is 
an interesting speculation Lo doubt, So long 
as nations continue to build warships, 60 — 
long, we suppose, will th re be iuterngtioval 
jealousy and euspicion. The dav“ when 
the common-eensé of moat will Hold.a 


fretfal realm in awe, and the kindlyjearth - - 


we 


shall slumber lapt in aniversal Ing,” qa 


nnot 
be regarded as having arrived yes 4 


present ~« 


THE FU: URE OF THE PACIFIC, \ 


r. 


~~ 


i 
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WESTERN EDUCATION 
IN CHINA. 


——e--e______ 
(Datly Press, 80th Nov: mber.) 

It will be generally admitted that ther 
are few men in China in a better position to 
offer an opinion on the educational progress 

of the country thau are the missionaries 
who are scittr d over the whole Empire 
and whose business inevitably brings them 
into close touch with tle educational move- 
ment, Their contributions to our knowledge 
on this subject ar always int-resting and, 
eo far aa actual facta are related, they cas 
hardly fuil to be instructive; but we 
cannot say.the same of many of the opinions 
they deduce from their facts. When Cuane 
Cura Tuna, nine or ten years ago, published 
his notable plea for the popularising in 
China of Western learning in the arts and 
sciences, and advocated the sending of 
students abroad to study, he suggested 
sending them e-pecially to Japan. Many 
thousands of selected Chiuese students lave 
pteg d through the schools and colleges of 
Japan during the last decade, and the 
education they have received apparen:ly 
fills the missionaries with dismay. Scarcely 
an article is writte or speech made 


- by a missioniry on the educationa! que - 


dces not express concern 
on the subject. It is a dismay cle rly 
horn of prejudice. (he com; laint is that 
the edu-ation.‘myarled in Japan is entire 
ly practical; thut there is no ‘ decidedly 
relig ous influence’ in the schools, an:l 
consequently the -educati-n received is 


tion which 


* calculated to raise up strenuous oy/position . 


to existing order ahd methods of govern- 
ment.” Can that be considered a highly 
immoral result of education? Is. it 
not the natur«l° result of education; 
whether with or without the de- 
cidedly religious itfluenceP If CHana 


Cure Tone did nol intend Western edua-: 


tion ti have that result, his plea for its 
encouragement was neaningless. “‘ Among 
thé Chinese,’ he wrote, “there iano incentive 
to thought or action,. ... and the condi- 
tion of things ha become stagnant and 
effete. Effeteness has hegotten stupidity, and 
stupidity lethargy; lethargy has produced 
idleness andidleness waste.” Again: “If 
we do not cha ge svon, what will become of 
us? Furopean knowledge williocrease more 
-and more,and Chin :e stupidity will become 
‘more dense.” If that is ot’ a call for 
“strenuous opp sition to the existirg 
order «f things” what does it mean? 
Happily the Governme:t has recoynis d 
‘the need for radici) reform of the cxist- 
ing ord r of thi ga and these young 
men who: have been chosen .to r.ceive 
an education sbroad are destined to 
be largely cmploved in carrving out 
this great under aking. We have no 
difficulty in believing that Chinese wha 
a¢quire Western learning at homo are 
ag a clas3 more’ docile and les: im;-atient 
than those who have scen with their own 
eyes the fruits of that learn‘mg abroad ; but 
we are hardly pic jarel to accept the stat - 
ment that they sre better men and better 
‘ci izens because th -y have not been abroad. 
It is natural {o expect that the young «en 
wh» have studie! in more advance: 
countries, «n-! are consequently bett-r able 
to appreciate what his ta,be acc mplished 
in China before t! is greut Empire can exter 
the o-mity of, n-tiors, shuld he m re 
impatie:t and more stre ‘uous in their 
oppositi n to the «xisting ord-r of things. 
The missionary w!.ose observations we have 
in mind iu penong these few comments 
puts all the str nuousness and impatience 
down ts an sssumel absence of religious 


_ influence in the educational training of these 


strange 


We must now agsunie that the denia 


‘terms 
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youths It might on the contrary, and 
perhaps with far more justice, be said to 
show that the moral eide of their education 


| had not been neglected, and that ‘they had 


learnt to hate injustice and evil in all its 
forms with a burning hate. CHana Cura 
Tuna when he wrote his plea for the 
encouragement of Westero learning was as 
fully alive to the importance of moral 
training ag is any educationist anywhere, 
and it cimnot be said that the ethical 
side of education is neglected in Japan. 
The writer we have quoted goes so fur as to 
say that the future of thecountry will turn 
on the issue of the struggle between the 
force of ‘revolution inspired by “ non-moral 
Western learning" and the force of order- 
ly progress inspired by Christian ideals. 
By whch of these is Dr. Sun Yat Sew 
inspired ? 


PEACE IN-THE PACIFIE, 


nae —_—___2—e 
(Daily Press, 1st December.) 

The agr ement thut Japan a d the United 

States have entered into, amounting 


‘virtually to an alliance forthe muintenance 


of thé status guo in the Pacific as well us in 
China, is one of those surprises which the 
astute statesmen of Japan apparently delight 
in springing upou av nesuspecting world 
from time io time. Nowhere, we imagitie, 
will the surprise be greater than in America 


_itself where the New Yor‘ Herald has for 
months past been telling the nation that: 


Japan is the natural eneiny «of the United 
Stat s as well as of China, and that it is 
the p'a'n’ duty of the American Govern. 
ment to enter into an alliance with Chiva 
by way of “checking ‘the aggres-ivene-s of 
Japan. It is not at all unlikely that the 
agreement now announced is the direct 
outcome of this campaign of slander. The 
Japanese Government were sadm‘t'edlly 
much: annoyed and it is no secret that letters 
assed between the two Governments 
irestbing sentiments of the utmost friend- 
liness and regard. What wore natural 
than that tbis compact should result? 
When the Anglo-Japanese agr.ement 
was uniler discussion in the House of 
Commons the Under Secretary of Furel gn 
Affairs of the day made the memorable 
announcement that ‘We do not geek 
alliances; we grant them.” ‘hat too may 
be regarded -as America’s attitude, and 
itis practically certain that this is an agree- 
ment of Japan’s own seeking, in order to 
dispel in the most effective manner the 
suspicion in the minds of the American 
public regarding hgr aims in Chinn ard the 
Pacific. The rticence which has been 
mainiaived on the subject on both sides of 
the Pacific during the progress of tho 
negotiations is, under the circumstances, 
somewhat remarkable, and has led to some 
inferences. A telegrata which 


reached Japan la-t week frum Berlin 


reported the rumour that the agreement: 


had reference to a dynastic change’in Chin: 
~B reonewhich seeins to have provoked a 
denial from the Government of Japa: in 
auch terms aa to convey the impression that 
no negotiitions wh itever were in pee Bs. 

covere:! 
only the rum-ur regarding the character 
of the negociations. Though the preci-e 
of the agreem nt are not yet 
officially, announce, the bare statement 
that the agreement is in the interests of 
peaceful dev lopment in the Pacific, is/one 
of the best guarantees of prace that th« 
world can have. England, Japan, Germa: y 
France, Russia and the United States are 
all now definitely pledged to defend the 
maintenance of the status quo in the Far 
East, and, so far as international strife is 


-heaven's acceptauce. Again, the mz 
commissi ‘ned to tike in hand the affairs . 


‘voncerned, we can surely say that peace ia 
ares agsured. ; The agreement just 
concluded between Japan and the Uuited 
States will be welcbmed everywhere with 
satisfaction; for there has undoubtedly. 
been a growing disposition to regard a war 


between Japan dod|the United States as | 


inevitable, and much significance. has been 
attached to the decision on the part of the 
United States to fortify and garrison the 
Hawaiian islands, and to strengthen 
the defences of the Pacific ‘slope. 
so far as this is‘inapired ‘by fear oi dapanes 
aggression, tle calm student of affaira can 
well believe that it is‘all a delusion. Japan 
is not seeking -further worlds to conquer. 
She hag quite as‘much t-rritory as she can 
affor.] the mesns to develop and her interesta 
for many years must lie in the maintenance 
uf: peace ‘and ia thp-development of her 
industries, trade and commerce. 


THE PUSITION AT PEKL G, © 
; ! —- , ; 
(Daily Press, December 2nd.) 


The new Govern mentut Peking, whatever 
may eventually prove to be its linw of 
policy, has certainly, up to the rresent, dis- 


played no lack of administrative efficiency, © 


and the uew reign atarts with all tha prestige 
of having surmounted the furmidable} ‘ini- 
tiatory. difficulties attending-a succession io 
the Kast, w.thout-a single falsestup. Tadeed 
the very first act of the new a|mini<tration 
—the .arre-t of the interfering eunuchs whose 


Court influenre had ben the baue of the 


latter days of.the late Dowager Tse Hi, was 
one well calculate to show that the incom- 
ing Regenry we 
principle of . successful goverument —the 
necessity of striking »n early and decisive~ 
blow, before tho-e e ements of disorder that 
hang about a new accession had time to 
mature their plots. ‘lhe prompiness with 
which the reiguing title fur the new monarch 
was ae was a-clear indication that 
all eventuilit'es had been well cons dered 
befur hand, and the title itself, Sian Tung 
which may be paraphrased as “ Keep 
moving,” was: probably intended, aq it has 
been infe:prete!, to Le aa indicativa that 
promptitude and decisi o are meant to be 
the watchwords of the new 1 égime; and that 
the principles of reformed administration, 
paraded, but not acted on, during the late 
reign, are really intended t» be m:de fea- 
tures pf the new régime. As we have 
frequeutly obsecved these doctrines of tH 
regpousibikity of sover. igus and ministers to 
the will of the. naton at large are of no 
modern growth iv China. They were pro- 
mulgated with no uncerlain sound as long 
avo aa the pertod of tle early Sages, and 
have ever furme! an important part of, the 
constitutional law- of the Empire. A cer- 
lain disciple of Menc us is represented us 
thus addressing him :—“ May 1 veuture to 
ask regarding the preseitation to heaven, 
and heave.’s accepta ce,—low it was laid 
befure the people ; accepted by them’? The 


teacher replied:—‘The rulers were com: . 


wissioned to s crifice, and the hosts o 
spirits received the offuriugs: aeroneeotn 
ers were- 


of government ; when they «ruled correctly, 
the people were at peace : this indicated the 
people’s acceptance, As with heaven, 90 
with the people ‘Therefore it is said, the 
:‘ientse in dealing with the State cannot 
act merely as an individual.” The inference 
to be drawn is that in hia rélations with the 
Empire, the ruler bas higher duties to per- 
form than those of 8 mere man, ond must 
always bear io mind, that while his authority 


asd 


But. 


understood that first ~ 


7 


‘very marked manner by the way in which 


_ regard to their intended constitution-: with 


"ONG 


& 
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ia derived from Heaven direct, the mandate 


is only . valid when exercised in accordance 
with the acceptance of the nation. 

-It is this doctrine of the g»vereign's 
responsibility to his people, as the necessary 
correlative .of his duty towards Heaven 
iteelf, that ia largely answerable for the 
‘long stability of the Empire on the one 
hand, and on the otver hand fur the large 
measure of popular liberty which has 
always been enj»yed br the people of Chins 
as compared with other Asiatic nutio:s, 
The effect of the mutual confilence thus 
eng-ndered. has lately been displayed in « 


the Chiness penple at large have acted with 


agitation, without disturbance of the pace, 
they have yet intheir very persevering way 
oom elled<their ruers to go on gv fur, that 
now withdrawal has become practically 
impossible for either rulers or people ; and 
thos: foremozt in promoti g the mea-ur-s 
for waking responsible government. a 
practical success, are n-t the agitators, nor 
even the people at larye, |-ut the rulers who 
feel how immense their power and influence 
will be eubauced when back d up by tlre 
suffrage: of t'e Empire at large. China, it 
used not long ago to be declared wasa 
geozraphical expression, but not a peaple, 
ita inb wbitants cirinz nought for matters of 
state nor who rul-d them, provided their 
persenal com farts were not unduly iuterf red 
with. The last forty years lave witnessed 
a vat chan se in the relations of the people 
to the State, and no peop'e are more jealous 
of the dignity of the country than the 
Chinese of*to-day. nor mre willing to make 
sacrifices to restore its somewhat damaged 
prestige. This, they are wise cnough to see, 
ig not to be attained by strife nor revolution 
nor yet by armed strife. his feeling ix not 
confined to one clnss, nor one interest, but 
is common to the nation at large, be the 
individuals rulers, or be they ruled. China 
has never been miuked by the etrife of 
classes: the higl:e.t offices have ever been 
open to allalike and even since the Manchus 
existed as a privileged clas-, the tendency 
has heen to graiuaily relax these distine- 
tions—a ten'ency, ba it noted, shared to a 
large extent by the Manchcos themselves. 
It 1g this lat ly arisen se .sation of a common 
nationality that hag pre; ared the mind of 
both to share a comm n Empire aud has 
recalled the ancient ideas of the identity of 
interests between ru‘ers and ruled, wideh 
“the Manchu c nquest for a time ‘tal 
Concealed, These tendencies of modern 


a 


. China have be-n consjfcnously apparent 


within the la-t few days in the practic lly 
universal exhibition of the ou'ward sigus 
ofemourning for the lata Empress Dowager 
and the Ennperor. The late Emperor, 
‘atdirst probably from a feelfig of sympathy 
for his helplessness and loneliness 
as a child in the midst of uncongenial 
surroundinzs, seem: early; notwith- 
standing his alien birth, to have become 
an object of more than mere pasings 
interest to his subjects. This was em- 
phasised into a feeling very much, akin to 
‘personal loyalty, when he, of his own accord, 
endeavoured to driw nearer to his pe ple. 
by removiug abuses which had gradually 
‘grown ‘up in ‘bis Court; und above all 
showed plainly his desir- to uo finally away 
with the distinction which bad seperated 
Chinese and Manch. The personal in- 
digaities that he had in consequence to 
undergo, appealed strong'y to the growing 
feeling; .and the reactionary policy of the 
the late Empress Dowager, possibly forced 
on her from without, met with but little 


. support from the Empire at-large. But 


irs*were shaping themselves, and the 


re 
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Dowager, grim and strong willed though 
she though was, yet foun! herself com- 
pelled to conform to the great current of 
popular opinion, aud herself take thi helm 
in guiding affairs along the new line of 
reform, The partial reconciliation that took 
place betwee: young Emperor aol Keg -nt 
commended itself ta the nation at large; 
who content with the fact that affiirs were 
moving, yet appreens:ve of undue hasta, 
b-gan to lowk kindly evan on the Empress 
Regent. More lately the strong evidences 
that appenred ag to tha state of health «f 
the Emperor, and the growing fecling that 
long | fe was forbidden to him, rdvived all 
the old frelings of personal regar.J, and 
there has hen every evidence that the 
mourning which fllowed his untimely 
death is g-nume, and de ply seited. 
Am ngsta perpls like the Chinese at all 
times aldicted to the suppression of what 
thev consi-lerel merely private opinions and 
fee'ings, it is impos ible to say how much of 
tle mourning is to be interpret | as apply- 
ins to the Dowager. Recently from her 
ability in handling the external afliirs of 
the nation, it is undeniable that a strong 
feeling of respect for the abilities of a woman 
who has undoultedly succeeded in raising 
the international -ta'us of China; an] who 
within has lail the foundation ofta new 
arty an! a new fleet, and by her choice of 
able +d uinistrators in the provinces done 
much to promote internal reform, has arisen 
amongst the nition at large. But it never 
secms, ag it did in the case of the Emperor, 
to bace exjandel into persoual affection. 
For lang the Dowager Rey nt had refused 
to consider the imminence of an approach. 
ing dissolution, which was *clear to her 
subjects, but this it might be urged wasa 
failing common to the aved, whether rulers 
or commoners. Still, while apparently 
indifferent, she bad, recently, at all events, 
heen really faking very effective steps 
with regard to the succesii; steps whose 
real import became evident, when at the 


last m-ment she declired the young 
son of Prince Caunx heir apparent, 
with his father as Regent. Under or- 


dinars conditions in an A-iatic monarchy 
the proclama in 
thron: ia fraught with danger to the State, 


the Court in the fo'lowing terms : 


' 


af a successor to eal 


: (December 7,1906 . 
ing the Throne at the age eighteen on the 
nhdisition of his uacls while the country 
was in t.e throes ofa revolutiou thete lay 
before th: y ung Emperor a task demand- 
ing the highest qualities. of statesmanship 


and the most resoluts courage. . A country .. 


a third lirger than France had to be 
pacified, and good government and 
pro-peri y restored to more than thirty 
m'llions of human beings belonging to 
seventeen or eighteen different nation- 
alities. In the mauif st» nnaouncing bis 
accession, the Emperor promisd to rule on 
the basis of true liber y, of the equality of 
the rights of the different -populations 
comprising his empire,. and indicated his 
intention to suppress the rebellions then 
caging throughout his Emp‘re. We need 
not here recall the storms and perils of the 
reign. The outstanding fact is the courage 
and saigacity that has surmounted the ~ 
gravest difficulties and brought peace to the 
realm and lasting benefit -to all the lands 
subject to the venerable monarch’s sceptre. 
In his privata life the Kmperor has been 
the victim of deplorable cataetrophes, hia 
wife, his brother and his only son having 
ben destroyed by audden aud violent 
deaths. - I labour he has found the panacea 
forall the illa of his life. Few men probably 
lead a busier life than the Emperor Franors 
JoserH I. He is obligel to be in touch 
with two distinct Parlitments, the Hun- 
griin and the Austrian, His labours 
have been described by one intimate with 
“The 
Emperor hag to consider and approve 
document: subvuitted to him by two Cabinets 
comprising no less than pineteeh minister, 
and to follow up, with each one of them, 
the transactions of their respective depart- 
ments, He must direct the administration 
and exercise the chief command of the 
entire army of the Empire—nearly a million 
men—see to the direction of the two 
[mpe:ialfestablishments, one at Vienna and 
anoth:r at Pesth, with’ their hundreds of 
diguitaries, officials na-! retiivers of every 
grade; be must watch with careful eye the 


_doitgs of the various members-composing 


th: numerous Hayisburg Family—doings 
which often require cli) altevtion—nay, 
even superintend the management of their 


owing to the ab ence of any definite rule of | private fortunes and properties and, finally, 


succession, hut these difficulties she seems to ; 
have overcome at the last moment in a: 


masterful manner, so. that 
announcement was finally .made, all the 


when the. but of 


takes the Jeiding part in all ceremionies 
and State functions not of one Cuurt 
two.’ The Emperor Francis 
Josi.pu has always -been regarded as one of 


sepirate pieces appear quite naturally t) | the most accessible of monarchs and his own 


have fallen into their several places. Bul 
like imany other masterful rulers, what 
her geuius for guvernment bad been able 
to effest for the Empire at large, her 
domestic weaknesses rendered impossible at 
home. The internal management of her 
own household was the one grave blot on an 
adininistration Otherwise recalling that «f 
the early monarchs of the’l ne; and it will 
probably prove an event most. furtunate for 
the Empire at large, that she did not sur- 
vive the late Emperur sufficiently long to 
have the opportunity of introducing into 
the Court of his young sucerssor, the numer- 
ous scandals which disgrace] the la-t. 


EMPEROR: FRANCIS JOSEPH'S 
“ DIAMOND JUBILEE. 


—t-+-4— 
(Daily Preas, December 3rd.) 

Few monarclis in Europe enjoy in greater 
mensure tie admiration of the whole world 
than des the yenerable Emperor of Austria 
and King of Hungary Francis Jossrs I’ 
who yesterday cele rat'd the atiainment of 
the Diamond Jubilee of bis reign. Ascend. 

fi 


ed 
t 


subj cts manifest (owards bim a feeling of . 
almost religious bomage. In the course o 
his long r ign the Emperor has seen ample 
evidence of-the loyalty and affection of his 
subjects in the titles they have popularly 
accorded him— The Good,” ‘The Just,” 
“The Chivalrous,”? “ ‘The - Courageous,” 
“Te Noble,” aod it can agsuretly be said 
of him that he is, ia popul irfestimation, ex- 
teudiug beyond the limits of his realm, the — 
best and greatest Sovzreign Austria has 
ever knowo. It bis been aptly said of bim 
that le is one of the chief elements in the — 
system on which the peace of Hurope de- 
pends, just a3 in-the government of his own 
dominions it is his personal influence which - 
aloue is able to maintain som authority over 
the .parii-s and races, the discord of which 
threitens a disruption of the Empire. All . 
nations of the world therefore can devoatly 
add their felicitations to those of the Em- 
peror’s own subjects on this auspicious 
oceasion, and join ferven ly in the hope that 
His Majesty may be spared for many years 
.yet to witnesa the continued growth of. those 
sentiments of loyalty and affection which; 
make for the solidarity of the Emp re and. 


the permanence of peace, 
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December 7, 1908.] 
_ HONGKONG APPEAL COURT, - 


+-+> 


(Daily Press, December 4th .) 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


known t) reverse on appeal a judgment he 
| has given in the Court of Original Juris. 
dictim ? The Chief Justice admits in the 


We reproduce to-day the somewhat lengthy | Correspondence that be knows the idea was 


correspondence which bas passed between 
His Honour the Chief Justice and His 


remarks in His Exccllency's specgh on the 
Budget, referring,to the-present ¢ stitution 
of the Appeal Court of the Glunr. By 
two of the papers His Excelleney was 
reported as having sail that “ the existing 
Appeal Court inust necessarily he a farce. ’ 
His Excellency explains that this died no, 
fully represent what he said on the subjectt 
but in the opinion of the Cuief Jus:ice His 
Excellency’s own version of his remarks 
makes very little difference in the general 
effect. The Chicf Justice admits, as in !ecd 
every one must, that the constitution of 
the Appcal Court is “extraordinary in so 
wealthy a Colony as Huogkong”; and says 
it may ulso ke-conceded that it is avo- 
malous, and that it deserves the strongest 
hostile criticism. “But that,” says His 
Honour, “is a very different thing from 
saying that it is# farce; for th’s implies 


cious of his own opinions, aud thit be will 
never chingethem whatever new arruments- 
may be advance! on the appeal.’ The 
insistence of the Chicf Justice on the publi- 
cation of this correspo::dente is, we thiok, ta 
be regretted, for it will certainly have the 
unfortunate effect of reviving in the publ c 
mind that half-fcrgottan incident uf a few 
months ago when the Chief Justice con- 
sidered that the integrity of the. Court lad 
been attacked by one of the leading mem- 
bers of the local Bar. So far as His 
Excellency the Governor is concerned, no 
one, we can safely siy, would dream af 
ascribing to bim the malevol-ut intention 
of attributing to the Chief Jusiige any 
conduct nut in consonance with the high 
and cherished traditions. of the British 
Bench.. When it is eonceded that tie 
constitution of the Appeil-Court-# extra- 
ordinary, anomalous and deserving of the 
strongest hostile criticism, aud when it is 
further admitted by the Chief Justice that 
it has not happened up to tie present that 
he has hal occasion to reverse a judgment 
be has given, it seems to us that the posi- 
tion is more than merely anomalous, and 
notwithstanding all that His Huanour the 
Chief Justice has to say on the cubjezt, the 
public mind will not easily-be divested of 
the idea that tlere is something ludicrous 
in an appeal from Casar to Cusan. It 
does not nenessarily folluw that the honesty 
and good fsith of the Judge wh ise desisiyn 
is in question is thereby impugned. ‘Though 
a Judge is always very properly as-ume-t to 
have the honesty veces-ary to reverse his 
own decisicn if, ou further argument, it 
is shown to be wrong, it is adinitted 
by the Chicf Justice thst he has not had 
occasion to reverse a judgment he has given. 
We can however, recall inetances ot His 
Honour’s judgments being upheld merely 
by his own casting vote, and in one or two 
cases, at least, reversed when taken on 
appeal to the Privy Council. These facts 
go, rightly or wrongly, to create the very 
impression the Judge is sv anxious to 
remove. The alteration in the constitution 
of the Appeal Court, announced in the 
recent speech of His Excellency the 
Governor, better meets the public notion 
of the fitness of things. However 
open-minded, however honest, a Judge 
may be, must it not be with a sense akin to 
hopelessness that. a case is carried to the 
Appeal Court as at present constitute | 
against a judgment delivered by the Chief 
Justice, since His Honour has not been 


. 


| 


that the Chief Justice is obsfinitely-tna- ; 


sand we mag add still is—current in the 


Colony that “appeal is a farce” here, but 


' Excellency the Governor occasioned by some pthe complaint is against the system, and is 


e-rtunly not intended t» reflect on those who 
adininister it. Tho public are more or less 
‘familiar with the patieut, l:borious aud con. 
scientious work of the Judyes in the Appeal 


no hing..cf the farcical about that. and the 
"public, we are sur-, are perfectly satistied as 
rto the absolute sinesrity of the le rne| 
. judges concerned, but wh n once a judge has 
delivered a judgment which he bas been at 
the utinust pains to prepare, it does strike the 
public as farcival to look to that same judge 
to quash his own judgment. In short the 
whole position is as Mr. Justice Wise 
tersely put it:—‘‘ As at present constituted: 
“ Justics and the Pusine Julige, from onc of 
“whom the appeal necessarily lies, and the 
Chief Justice has a casting vole. The 
wilt appedl agaust the ce iiga of tec 
Julee (in colaequu ice of the 
“curbing vote) bat that uo o’e will apip al 
“artiust a decisiow of the Ch ef Justice 
“unleas he inten ls tu carey tis case to the 
“Privy Council.” Nine men aut of ten 
would, we venture to think, regard that 
position ofaffuirs not merely as guocualous 
but also as somewhat furcical. 
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A BUILDING COLLAPSE, 


——-#-~>-0_ 
(Daily Press. December 4h. ) 

Inasmuch as weilrew : tteution a for treglit 
agu to the uecersity fur sume pubie stat - 
ment being made of the reasons wh eh 
governe | the Attoruey-CGreneral in not filing 
au indichent for minslaughter at the List 
Sessious in the tortland Street Buil ling 
Collap-e cise, we wele me the statement 
made by the Attorvey-Genera! in the 
Legislative Counel yesterday in reply 
tu the question puto lim by the 
Hon. Dr. Ho Kat. We can, hosever, 
searcely cousider the auswer as in the 
high st degree sitisfactury. It is (0 vague 
Where, fur instance, was thisexp rt cvidence 
0: tained as to building cons ruction 2 Dil 
the . Prosecution go ol vond the Public 
Works Departin nt for it? There are, we 
Iielieve, at least halfvaeduzen experts in 
building constrection ts the Publis Works: 
Depirtment, aud we are left toe wonder why 
this iuportant infurmition to whier the 
Attorrey-Geueral refers was not tendered 
at the Coro e."s iu-yuest, and so have saved 
the Jury fran returni-g the verdic® they: 
dil ayaisst the arghite t’ It it) shoul 
bapp u to be the ctve that t ix important 
éxpert evideace as to the cmstraction of 
bulidings was obtained from sources outside 
the D:partment, what. are the publie to 
think of th: competence of the Government 
experts ‘These are a few of the que-tions 
which occur to us. . However, we can con- 
gratwalo Mr. Bran ou the Attoruey- 
Geueral’s anuouncement that the evid uce 
did not establish such a degree of negligen-e 
as could just! y a prosecution tur man- 
slaughter, and that in his opinion no jury 
could possibly have convicted having 
regard to it. 

Sereral meetings were held by the Chinese 
community at Rangoon in connection with the 
death of the Emperor of China. A telegram 
was sent tothe Waiwupu protesting against the 


appointment of the infant Prince Pu Wei as j 
Some of the meetings were clearly | 


Emperor. 
Anti-Manchu, that is, against the present 


Cout; they kuow at least, that t-cre is’ 


1 
“the Appeal Court coasists of the Chief} 
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SIDE LIGHTS ON CHINA'S 
TRADE. = os 


: oe : 
(Daily Presa;December 5th.) 

Scattered here and there in the ninety 
and niue pages of Sir ALEXANDER Hosik’s 
Report-on the Trade ‘of Cina for 1907, 
‘are many interesting ‘observations which 
arrest the attention of the ‘reader. 
quote-in full to-day the’ general summary 
which ptefaces the British Commercial 
Attaché's report, confident that it will be 
real with interest and advantage: by all 


acively c meerred with commerce; but in, 


this article our oliject will be to draw atlens 
tion to wua' we may tern a few side-lighta 
on tte trade possessing an interest for all 
readers. Take, in the first place, the re. 
ference to the woollea imports. It is safe 
t> predict, from,yeir to year, says the 


Report, that the value of woollen goods.” 


imported into China will be betweea four 
and tive .million Haikuan tiels ; “it has 
been so for the last thirty years, and there 
seems little hope, for the present at least of 
any great ‘expausion,”’ 


more than oa. In tte. first place, he says 
the ortinwy Chinese canuot afford to have 
clothes forthe winter and clothes fur the sum- 
mers, Fe preters to have several tiin ostion 
suits which he can wear, one over the other, 
discarding suit alter suit as the weather 
ge.3 Warmer Ull inthe middle of the summer 
ritthe is lefel’ Bat con this be attributed 
wiolly to poverty? 


“or—shuuld we say ?—the tyranny of fashion 


count for much ia this conuexiqa? One 
iizhb imagine, Sir ALEXANDER proceeds to 
say, that good blankets, carpets and the 
L.ke woult appeal to the well-to-do classes, 
but—and bere he strikes th: right explana- 
tron —Oceid utal antl Oriental ideas of 
cuufort Ie far apart. The Commercial 
At ache regards as remote the possibility of 
a reluxation of the conservatisin of t day in 
th se imalters, for just xs guod, roads, for 
institnce, had t> precede foreign carriages 
in Peking, and clsewhere, so must decent 
Heors precede the use of carpets, aud as 
resards clithing, the increasing coatact 
with foreigners, aud more especially with 
Japanese will tend to graduall¥ modily 
Cuinese ideas of dress. There is even now 
steaiy advance in the import of woollen 
wud c¢ thou mixtures. chi: fy alpacas, lustres 
aud Orleans,an | cluibing includiog hats and. 
trimmings goes On lucreasing. Kuropeau 
umbrellas are also guigiug in favour and 
wid among Chinese ladies there is @ great 
demand for j4wellery. The author of thé 


Report, remarking that one has few oppor. . 


tunities of 3 eing the adornment of Chiuese 
ladies, me..tions meeting in # railway train 
w lady whose “thumb and four fingeraof 
each hand were smply covered with gold 
rings encrusted with stones of owery 
deseriptio', from diamond to torquoise,” 
If this ig an eximple of what wealth and 
position demand in China, Sir ALEXANDER 
Hosre is surely right in saying that 
the jeweller meed have no anxiety ag 
to t.e disposal of his wares. Per- 
fumiers have not the same cousdlation 
unless they are more careful to study 
Chin: se tastes, ‘as our sweetest perfumes 
do not appeal to the Chinese.” 
Passing from clothes and person) adorn. 
ment to other things affecting ' the 
comfort of the people, we may note the great 
business vow done in &erosene oil, the 
imprt repres«ntiog a value of abouttwenty 
million taals or three-and-a-quarter million 
pounds sterling ;er annum. Ker sene oil, 
the Report tells u-, is an article which is 


_dynasty, the feeling being in favour of “China | very keenly pushed in China ; the facilities 


for the Chinese” and not for the Manchus. 


{ 


afforded now: by railways for forwarding it 


We’ 


What is the ex. - 
“result is that anyone who has t!e money | plaua'iva ? Sir ALEXANDER Hosts supplies 


Docs uot “olu custom,” - 


oy 
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Psi caine eae ae eee 
‘in bulk iato the interior gre eagerly availed 
of by the oil companies. We have heard of 
schemes for buying up, exporting and putting 
to other uses all the native oils used for 
lighting in. China, but Sir AtsxanpeR 
Hoare says these schemes are not so simple 
ag they look, for the chief lighting oils in 
-Ohina are algo used for cooking and could 
not easily be dispensed with. Most people 
are famil'ar with the fact that China imports 
great quantities of rice. Last year that 
import was vilued at over fice and a half 
trillion pounds sterling. Few, bowever, 
know that China is an importer of tea, but 
it ig a fact that last year Indin, Ceylon and 
Java sent nearly nine million p.unds, 
principally dust. It is used for mixing 
with China dust in the manufacture of brick 
and tablet tea for the Russian market. 
Chira’s foreign drink bill seems to Le 
increasing and though the import of 
aerated and mineral waters docs not 
count for much, these waters the Report. 
tells us are now manufactured in cnor- 
mous. quant'ties all over the Enipire. 
(In summer they are dispensed in ms 
ten houres in Peking, and street stalls are 
Jaden with bottles which contain waters 
of all colours, impurities and, as a 
sign of the times, they can be badiced. A 
half sudawater bottle of liquid costs from 
40 to 50‘ cash, ani it is deur at the price.” 
Thia excerpt leads us to note other lines of 
tradein which the native.manufacturer is 
seeking to oust the foreign product. Native 
candles for instance are now being turned 
out at several places in China arid ure “ an” 
exact imilation of the foreign article in 
avery particvlar—colour, weight, general 
appearance and packing heing iacntical,” 
This is quite apa:t from tle native candl. 
industry of China, which is enormous in 
every provi'ée. Goaps too are now being 
produced iu native es ablisliments, but “the 
finest soaps will alxays hold their own until 
d-good foreign factory is eetablished in this 
Country which contains in abundance most 
of the materials required i. their mana- 
facture.” The drop of nearly 10,000 
tons in the import of rails .simply 
means that rails are being  turoel 
out and supplied «st the Hanyang 
‘Tron foundry at Hankow, As avery ads 
knows, the number of Cotton Mills is yearly 
increasing. Develo; men s of this kind are 
to be expected.. Sir ALEXANDER Hosts to- 
wards the end of his report mentions that 
he has frequently alluled to the deure of 
the Chinese to buy machinery and set up 
mills of various kinds.. ‘‘The will to manu- 
facture is: there, but the lack of technical 
_ knowledgé not unfrequently leads to failure, 
Nhe day may come Shen China will possess. 
medical and technical colleges, and it isa 
pleasure to note that some of the highest 

officials recognise their necessity.” 
Ld 


RANDOM ‘REFLECTIONS. 
—__—_++——_ 


Has it ever occurred to any of my readers to 
nquire into the ‘meaning of the word dollar P 
We use itevery day, I mean the word—not every 

one of us is so fortunate as to handle the 
dollar itself—but few of us when introduced to 
the local currency ventured to take any thought 
as to its origin. The subject was brought to 
my notice in the Peak tramway the other day 
Among the ngers was & P of Americans 
which included one dear old lady who seemed 
to..be much perturbed because. this was an 
‘English colony and its money consisted of 
dollars and cents. ‘“ Why,” she said addressing 
the company, “the dollar ig an American insti- 
tution,” and she looked as if she were aggrieved 
- that anybody else should use a word which she 
avidently regarded as exclusively American. 


Though nobody dared to enlighten the old 
lady or apologise for British aggressiveness in 
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calls its members “ Scotem en, and who ix the 
East dare question that aathority 4 


-using a term which she thought belonged to the 
States, it struck me that very few knew anything 
about the origin of the word. We know that 
previous to 1785 the English pound was in use, 
in the United States, but on July 6th of that 
year the Continental Congress established the 
dollar, although the exact weight was not fixed 
until almost a year later, when it was made to 
approximate to the weight of the old Spanish 
dolae Many people are under the impression 
that the dollar originated with the Spanish, but 
such is not the case. It was first coined at 
Joachimsthal, a mining town in Bohemia, and 
hence called “ Joachim's thaler,” or simply thaler 
or dollar. I am not quite sure but I suppose we 
may regard the Mexican dollar as a descondane 
of the old Spanish dollar, and, that being so, our 
offence in basing our currency on the Mexican’ 
dollar may not be so héinous after all. 
* 


: * « 

But talking of dollars emphasises the lack of 
them. It sounds a little Irish, I'll odmit 
Maskee. What I mean is that the fall in ex- 
change makes our dollars less valuable and with 
some people more scarce. Yet because those 
affected are not civil servants there is no outery 
such as we heard mot so long ago Now the 
civil servants smile more broadly than_ before, 
but the poor beggars who find their salaries have 
not the same purchasing power -that they once 
had and those who have to remit regularly home 
do not share in the jubilation. Not being-in 
the Government employ they have-simply to lie 
low and wait for better days. But when is this 
downward tendency to stop? It has -beon con- 
tinuous throughout the year and as 1908 draws to 
a olose it seems more pronounced. For instance 
on Saturday there was a drop of a farthing from 


bodes ill for the immediate future. 


* 
* *€ 

-.The Chinese equivalent of the old cry “ get 
your hair cut” might be applicable in China at 
‘present, but it is certainly not expedient. In 
these days of mourning for the Imperial dead ‘the 
‘ Colestials must not have their heads shaven and 
though dirty crowns look bad and possibly feel 
worse, they must be tolerated until the period of 
100 days has elapsed. One man got into trouble 
at Canton over visiting a barber who was induced 
to operate upon him. The latter risked death but 
he .was let off with a.whipping. Verily, barbers 
must have good reasons for mourning at present. 

* 


ae 

This note is not altogether Chinese, though the 
“child like and bland” nature of the explan- 
ation might suggest that it was. According to 
the Chinese Public Opinion, the Chief of Police 
‘at Amoy has asked the Japanese Consul 
concerning the matter of fishing with bombs in 
the rivers in Fokien Province. The Consul 
-replied that the parties in question were not 
fishing but were only in play. 

: Pa 


* # 

Down Singapore way the time honoured 
discussion “‘Scotsmen or Scotchmen?” has arisen. 
Qne writer,-evidently a Sassenach, seeks to 
justify the use of Scotchmen, because, forsooth, 

e finds the word in an English dictionary. 
This is adding insult to injury. And whon he 
describes himself an ‘ Anglesman” so as to 
presumably follow the fashion of those who call 
themselves ‘ Scotsman” he only brings ridicule 


with the ultra-patriotism of those Scots who look 
upon the rest of the world as in heathen darkness 
becauseitis not under the patronage of Mac Some- 
body or other, I think a fairly good case can be 
wade out for preferring Scotsmen to Scotchmen. 
* 
"8 

Admittedly: we have been accustomed to the 
use of the word Scotchmen, and when we have 
said that we have admitted perhaps the strongest 
argument in its favour, I have read several 
histories of Scotland and sampled a few of the 
old writers but I can't remember one who 
described the men of Scotland as Scotchmen. 
They are alluded to as Scots, or Scottis, from 
which doubtless comes the adjective Scottish, 
but not until comparatively recent years do we 
find the appellation of Scotschmen employed. 
The famous body founded in France in 1418 
was not the Scofch Guards; even our own 
regiment was the Scots Guards, and it seems to 
me, if on no other ground than that of euphony, 
“ Scotamen”” have made out.a good case for 
the use of that term in preference to the other. 
I notice the Hongkong St. Andrew’s Society 


The suffragettes are . continuing 
campaign with the clamour of “Tv : 
women,” and the prisons occasionally shelter a 
few of the more aggressive, but it is left to the 
town of High Wycombe to establish the preced-~ 
ent of electing a lady for mayor. 
be no doubt that 4 few of the i 
view with pleasure the prospect of being ruled by- 
a woman, even thongh she rejoices in the ri 

of Dova. 
and looked va the councit chamber as a safety 


the previous day, which is quite a big fall, and 


upon himself. Though I have little sympathy 


I am gure, Mr. Hiditor,. you will 


pardon 

Scottish outburst this week, when I remind 
you that } 
of St. Andrew on Monday night. I am dieting - 
myself on porridge and haggis, experimenting 
with samshu so as to 
whisky receptacle, and practising 
sounds go that I miay be able to overcome thé 
misfortune of my life in not having been born iti 
Scotland. [N.b.—Shows how careful a man - 
should be in the choice of his 
other N.B.—This is a joke.] I can reel when sober 
and yell “hooch"” on the slightest encouragél 
ment. I possess Scottish (not Neotch) ancestors 
-who were hanged for theep stealing and my 
middle name begins with Miao. : 


I am preparing myself for the carnival 


lining for the 


a Neos a few guttural 


ta.) [An- 


Women are making great sensations at homé. 
er 


i gy 


There can 
dermen did not 


Porhaps most of them were married 


valve which enabled them to express themselves 
more freely than they dared in the presence of 
their spouses! None of them described the 
situation so well as Alderman Gomm who rushed 
into verse.as- follows :— ‘ 
Our beautiful Dove has fallen in love 
With thirty-one men round a table; 
She wants a seat in the Mayoral chair, 
But I doubt whether sho is able. 


significance in a ‘‘ but.” 
* 

What a plethora of entertainments we are 
going to have next month! The Amateur 
Dramatic Society open on Wednesday and hold 
the boards for six nights, then the Bandmanun 
Comedy Company come ’to delight us for a time. 
When we have got over the New Year festivities 
the Kowloon Amateurs will call’ for our 
patronage when they present “ The Silver King” 
on the 9th and llth January: Following this 
were to have the Herbert Withers Concert 
Co. with us for a short season. With a fow 
dances sandwiched between these entertain- 


one of discontent. 


* 
*” # 
Permit me to clear up a misunderstanding, 


that Mr. Wood, the ‘Police Magistrate, had 
decided that canteens must be hcensed they 
jumped to a conclusion which was not. warranted 
by the facts. ‘I'd decision was that no civilian 
could conduct # canteen for his own profit with- 
out a licence. The ordinary military canteens 


Atkins’ little aftempt at co-operative dealing 
will not be handicapped by a ‘tribute to the 
Government. 

- .RODERICK Ranpom. . 


’ Before Mr, J. H. Kemp at the ‘Magistr 
on-Nov. 30 ax Indian constable, stationed at th 
Water Police Station at Tsimchateoi, wai 
bottle of whisky. According to the evidence, 
hawker who keeps a stall:in Macdonald Road 
was approached by the defendant to “ cumsha” 
him a bottle of whisky a week. In consideration 
of this present the constable is alleged to have 
promised not to Mmoye the hawker from his 
place of business. The ‘complainant told thd 
Indian that ‘he could not afford to give hit’ 
bottle of whisky y, but would cumshé ‘him 
once a fortnight. To this the constable agreed;. 
and it was arranged that -he should call for his 
first present on the follerang Gay . Meantime 
to. .the 


the hawker reported the ma 


As he-did not put in an appearance that day, 
was waited for on the next, and when he appear 
and accepted the whisky he was arré 

case was remanded 
call witnesses. 


ments, the winter in Hongkong should not be 


Mr. Editor.. When the newspapers announced 


are not affected by the decision, and Tommy: 


indicted on a charge of accepting a bribe of 8. 


“The 
to enable the defendant to - 


mae 


The prospect of ruling thirty-one men is 
tempting for any woman, but—There is much 


ALLEGED ACCEPTANCE OF A BRIBE... 


and a detective awaited the arrival of the Yodian, + 
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J. M. Reid, R.A.M.C., resigned, with effect 


” He had made two canvas bags go as to fit into 
-the sleeves of his jacket, but apparently the 
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- The as. 
on Deo. 3rd, brought about 100: details for the 
Rajputs, and 129 deportees from Singapore. 
The name of Miss Daisy A. M. Gale has been 
added to the aur of medical and surgical 
practitioners qualified to practice in this Colony.. 
. Mr. RB. O. Hutchison has been appointed to 
act as Head of the Sanitary Department, and 
Mr. A. E. Wood to act as Assistant Registrar 


‘General and Deputy Registrar of Marriages. 


The third of the series of Organ Recitals 
arranged for the first Tuesday of the winter 
was given last week by Mr. Denman 
Fuller at 8t. John's Cathedral. ; 

A proposal to give a dance under the auspices 
of the Volunteer Corps is to be considered at a 
meéting' of those interested, convened for Tnes- 
Gay 2eEt, the 8th inst. 

. Atkinson, Principal Civil Medical 
Officer, returned to the Colony on Nov. 27 from 
North China, where he has been to give expert 
advice in regard to the outbreak of plague at 
Tongshan Mines. 


Lance-Corporal Smith, of the Buffs, com- 
mitted suicide on Friday night at the 
cutting his throat. No reason is 
sasigned for the rash act. The body was 
removed to the Military Hospital. 

His Excellency the Governor has been pleased 
to appoint Lieutenant-Colonel W. G. A. 
Bedford, C.M.G., R.A.M.C., Principal Medical 
Officer, Bouth China Command, to be a Member 
of the Sanitary Board, vice Lieutenant-Colonel 


from the 19th instant. 


The following additional regulation has been 
added ‘to the quarantine regulations: “The 
place known as the Government Observation 
Station at Laichikok shall be set apart as a 
place for the detention and seclusion of persons‘ 
whether actually suffering from disease or 
not, arriving on board vessels subjected to 
quarantine,” _ 

Another instance of Oriental ingenuity came 
before the Magistrate on Nov.27 when a coolie 
was charged with stealing sugar from a steamer. 


invention was not quite successful. At any 
rate his appearance aroused the suspicion of a 
policeman who examined him and found his 
guspicions justified. : 

Mr. F. B. Deacon (of Messrs. Deacon, Lookér 
and Deacon) who appeared for the prosection 
in the. casein which Choy Ling Skek, late 
cashier of thp I On Insurance Co., was charged 
with the embezzlement of $40,000, informed Mr. 
J.R. Wood at the Magistracy yesterday that his 
clients did not wish to pacoeed. with the case. The 
charge was accordingly withdrawn. Defendant 
was represented by Mr. P. W. Goldring (of 
Messrs. Goldring, Barlow and Morrell). : 

The annual general méeting of the Kowloon 
Dock Staff was held in the Reading Room. 
on the 24th ult. when the following members 
were elected to office for the ensuing year :— 
Wn. Stewart, Chairman; J. C. Gow, Secretary ; 
BR. Lapsley, Treasurer ; R. J. Brown, Librarian : 
W. J. Crawford, W. Davison, J. Hand J. 
Ramray, J. Tully, Committee. It was also 
agreed to on the Bi: Weekly Dances and 


carry ¢ 
to hold the usual annual ball on Hogmanay Eve. 


On Dec. Ist was the birthday anniversary of 
H. M. Queen Alexandra and a royal salute was 


fired at noon. The Fleet and other -vessels in. 


‘port dressed ship in honour of the occasion. 


' ’ An official dinner was held in the evening 


at Government House. The following 
is a list of invited guesta:—H.E. Admiral 


- the Hon. Sir Hedworth Lambton, K.C.V.O., 


Flag Captain Clinton Baker, ReN., Flag Comdr, 
Norris, B.N., Flag Lieut. Mulleneux, B.N., 
Mr. Motton, R.N., Comdr. Fuller, B.N., Mr. 


. and Mrs, Slade, Mr. and Mrs. Baretto, Mr. 


Bernedo, Mr. Eitzen, Mr. Moreno, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tiedemann, Lt. Comdr. Dickens, R.N., Lt. 
Comdr. Gresson, R.N., Major Close, R.E., 
Captain and Mrs. Dooner, Lt. Col. and Mrs. 
Bayard, Capt. Dwyer, R.A., Major Probyn. 
RAM.C., Lt. Col. Stacpole, A.P.D., Capt. 
ac ages Waller, Dr. Aubrey, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bailéy, Mr. Elwes, Mr. P. Goldring, Miss 


Innes, Mr. and Mrs. Logan, and Sir F. Lovell... 


& 


ightning, which arrived from India | 


in unlawful possession of five cases of cigarettes 


and third floors, the whole building being in 
flames before the fire. brigade, who were 
promptly on the scene, arrived. The first and 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 
- Captain T.C. Leah, B.G.A, has beer 
appointed to Hongkong. 

The s.s. Chat age cnr Tishaa on Dec, 3rd 


landed 100 mules for the use of the Military 
Authorities, 


Lady Piggott, wife of the Chief Justice, 
returned to the Colony on, Dec. 3 by the Kamo- 
Maru after a long absence at Home. The Hon. 
Captain Basil R. H. Taylor and Mrs. Taylor 
were passengers by the same steamer. Other 
passengers’ included Mr. A. Forbes, Mr. G. A. 
Woodcock, secretary of the Sanitary Board, 
and Mr. A. G. Gordon; Mrs. Gordon is remain. 


ing at home for another twelve months. 


Before Mr. J. H. Kemp at the Magistracy 
on Dec. 3rd the. Chinese wife of Bola Sing, a 
Kowloon City herdsman, was charged with 
administering poison fo her husband, and the 
case was remanded. The herdsman was in such 
a critical condition that it was considered neces- 
sary to take his dying depositions, and j fter 
the oase was adjourned news was ived of his 
death. The Chinese woman will therefore 
probably be indicted on a charge of murder. 


At two o'clock Thurslay morna‘n-s fice brake 
out at No.7 Lai On Lane. West. Point. The 
ground floor of this building is a preserved 
ginger shop and tho first and 
coolie residences. The outbreak ériginated on 
the first floor, and spread rapidly to the ground 


yaaa floors 


second floors of the building were gutted, but 
the stock of the shop on the ground floor was 
more damaged by water than by fire. The 
goods were insured to the extent of $21,000. 


Notwithstanding the many exposures of the 
famous Chinese bank note trick. there ere still 
a number of gullible people in Hongkong who 
fall victims to the wiles of the “confidence man”. 
On the 2nd inst. a widow was accosted by two 
men in Staunton Street, who asked her to be 
kind enough to take a roll of notes to a 
money changer for her. She agreed, leaving 
with the men jewellery to the value of 831 as 
security. On opening the parcel supposed to 
contain bank notes at the money changer’s she 
found. nothing therein but paper, and on 
returning to recover her jewellery, fouud that 
the confidence menhad daparted. 


A very successful smoking concert. the first 
of the season, was held on the 28th ult. at St. 
George's Club and proved very successful. The 
attendance was large and the entertainment was 
of fhore than ordinary merit, so that the pro- 
moters may feel gratified with the result of their 
efforts. Mr. G. A. Diss made an excellent 
chairman. The programme was sustained b 
Messrs. E. B. Ayris, tenor; F. A. Mackintosh 
and A. C. Diss, baritones; F.T. Chapple, bags ; 
; W. Pelling, A. Hannibal, R. L. Bridger, E. G. 

Jordan and Captain Parke, humorists; Lieut. 

BR. M. Crosse and Mr. W. Williams, who gave 

musical sketches; and Messrs. D. Harvey and 

W. Anderson who contributed a duet, the former 

playing on the one-stringed violin and the 

latter on the oboe. Mr. Atkins played the 
accompaniments. ; 

The slumbers of the inhabitants of the peaceful 
little village of Chinwan, near Seaton, were 
rudely disturbed on the 28th ult. by a 
discharge of firearms. This was a “ bravado" 
volley fired by a band of armed robbers on their 
departure front the village after having looted 
two homesteads. Towards midnight houses Nos. 
20 and 30 were simultaneously entered, the former 
by fourteen men and the latter by nine, all of 
whom were armed with revolvers -and choppers. 
The inmates of both houses were covered with 
revolvers, and warned not to create a disturbance 
-or they would be shot. At house No. 20 boxes 


4 


were broken open and $92 in money stolen, while |. 


at No. 30 the robbers secured $60 in cash, and 
gauze, silk and family clothing to the value of 
$150. Then they warned the “terrified inmates 
not to move out of their homes that night. under 
pehalty of death, and firing three shots in the 
(air, hurriedly decamped. The police are in- 
vestigating. 


Cc. * 
SY 
It is notified that the sale of ferns and other 


plants to the public from the Botanic Gardens 
will be discontinued after the end of this year, 


—~ 


—_—__.. 


auspices of the newly-established football league. 
Phree fixtures were set down, two at the Happy 
Valley and one at Causeway Bay, and it was 
evident that sport has received a tremendous 
filip. It is’ sometime -since such scenes of 
animation were witnessed at the Valley and. ai 
usual, the gamesin which the tara were oon. 
cerned were attended with moat excitement, 
The new | e has made a sati ’ start 
and it abdul not be:long ere-some public- 


spirited citizen comes firwar ‘with a tropliy  . “4 


to be held “by the leading te 


Twenty-three more subgoription griffins arrivs 
ed from Shanghai by- the ss. Hang Sang: on’ 
Deg. 2n8; and were drawa for in the 
Kennedy's Stables, Causeway Bay..’Fhe dra 
resulted as follows :—Lot No-25—White—Cap 
Barker (Buffs) ; No. 26—White—Genoeral Broad- 
wood; No. 27— 

No. 28—Bay—A. 


ir; No, 29—Chestnut— 
Capt. Houblon 


B ; No. 30—Chestuut—C,: 


E. Anton ; No. 31—White—Lieut. Leeson; No. 
59—Bay—J. R. M. Smith; No. 33—Dark Grey 
—A. C. Hynes; Nb. 34—Black—Major Finlay; 


No. 35—Gray—Hind and es; No, 36— 
Roan—Macdonald and Ho ; No, 37—Iron 
Grey —P. W. Goldring ; No. 38—Grey—Lieut. 
Stodd ; No 39—White—G. Friesland; No. 40— 
Bay—H. P. White; No. 41—Chestnut—W. J. 
Gresson ; No. 42 —Grey—F. B.; Deacon ; No. 43 
—White—J. H. Lewis; No: 44~Iron Gray— 
Wyfong . Mess: No. 45—Grey—H. N. Mody 
No. 46—Bay—J. Wheeley ; No. 47—Grey—. 
Humphreys. 


—_—_—_————  \ 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
BOYCOTT. 


AN UNEASY FEELING [IN COMMERCIAL CIRCLBS. 


Considerable apprehension has oxisted in the 
Colony during the past few days following upon 
certain drastic measures taken by the Govern- 
ment in connection with the suppression of the 
boycott. of Japanese goods. Many persons, 
including prominent merchants and newspaper 
editors, have been deported.. We are given to 
understand that this aroused a deal of 
public resentment and we were informed on Thurs- 
day night that the Metal: Guild and the Piece 
Goods Guild had suspended business in the Colony 
by way of protesting against the Government 3 
action in deporting men without triah — ~ 

Long telegrams, we understand, were sent to 
London on the subject yesterday with a view to 
the position being represented to the Imperial | 
Government, the cost of these telegrams being 
defrayed by subscription among the Chinese. 

In foreign as well as ‘in Chinese business 
circles a very uneasy feeling prevails. . Some-of 

, the men who have been deported have ‘consider: ' 


able financial obligations in the Colony, and. — 


the proximity of China New Year makes a— 
disturbance of trade at the present time 


specially unfortunate. Representations have, 


| we believe, been made to the Government on 
the subject. \ 
The action of Mr. Ng Hin Tss,-the editor of 
the Sheung Po, in refusing to leave the Coleny 
when served with a notice to do so and who 


decided to test the validity of‘the proceedings, 
roused no little interest. © Thared ay however 
he was liberated and the habeus corpus proceed- 


| ings will be abandoned: 
\ 


‘ 


FOREIGN INSURANCE BUSINESS. 
OUTSIDE TREATY LIMITS, 


The Local Authorities (our Canton 00 . 
derit writes) have received news from Poki 


that a censor has memorialized the Thrond . 


praying the Wai-wu-pa to discuss the sub- 
ect of restricting all foreign fire and marine 
Tasaranee Companies to Foreign Concessionsand 
Treaty Ports only, prohibiting them toa 
risks beyond the Tree 
ternational disputes. T 
‘the Throne to prohibit all Foreign Life. In- 
with litigation 
' sife insurance policies in foreign companies. 


¢ 


Saturday saw the inauguration of pla under the ; 


eon-et 


— Admiral Lambton; - 


D- . 
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‘fully up to expectations. 


"in Kowloon he simply brought down 


462 


ee, 


THE HONGKONG AMATEUR 
DRAMATIC CLUB. 
-gUC@ESSFUL PRODUCTION OF 
“A COUNTRY GIRL." 


. 
t « 


On Dec. 2the Hongkong Amateur Dramatic 
Club opened_a series of six performances of “A 
Country Girl” in the Theatre Royal under the 
most successful auspices. Practically, no other 
result could have been anticipated, as the A.D.C. 
have acquired the reputation of doing well 
whatever they take in hand, but seldom have 
they achieved such a completo triumph as they 
have done on- the present occasion. We have 
had, reason to congratulate the Club on past 
performances and it is pleasant to bo in a 
position to again compliment our premier 
amateur combination on a production which is 
‘The community will 


enjoy it, and no other criterion need be 
considered, because, after all, the important 
tandard of judgment is whether the 


public appreciate it or not. And there can 
be no two opinions about the present production. 
Of course it will be readily admitted that a 
performance by amateurs possesses an attraction 
which professionals, however popular indiv idulals 
they may bo, cannot hope to enjoy. Thint is tus 
personal attraction, the iuterest that ix born af 
personal acquaintance and friendship, and while 
Bt produces a fooling of sympathy it is also 
responsible in some degree for a more acute, but 
not. necessarily unfriendly, criticism. Undoult- 
edly: it ig this bond, this knowledge, which makes 
in the eyes of patrons an indifferent performance 
lerable and a successful production the ucme 
pepartection: It is no doubt foolish to employ 
such extravagant lanvuage in describing tho 


work of amateurs, who, however clever they inay 


ba, are themselves conscious of their imitations; 
but it may be aptly said of the present produc tion 
that it would be no discredit to professionals. 


Doubtless it is due to its excellent reputation, 


but it is very apparent that the Club experiences 
little difficulty in filling up tho vacancies which 
must occur in its personnel in. a changing 
cominunity like ours. It seems to draw the best 
talent in the Colony.and the present cast includes 
a number of new performers whom the com- 
‘munity will delight to honour. The return of 
Mr. H. P. White to the stage is a matter for 
congratulation, but the most Conspicuous uc: 
quisition is thatof Mrs. H. A. Stewart, and there 
are others who have shown theinselves very 
useful in the minor parts. 

“ «A Country Girl” ix a fairly ambitious 
undertaking, but the many difficulties which it 
presented vanished under the. gruidance of Mr. 
John Robertson, who was responsible for the 


‘artistic scencry and {he admirable effects. A 


bright sparkling comedy, “ A Country Girl” 
gave opportunities fur fun which wera utilised 
to the full. The scene where Geoffrey Challoner 
is surprised by his sweetheart kissing tho fa- 
gcinating Nau was very cleverly portrayed, and 
Barry, the irrepressible, supplied -a good deal 
of amusement. To hear him referto Michael 
Angelo as Mike was very mirth-provoking, 
but when he inquired if lie had a cousin 
the 
house. Speaking generally, the performance 
was characterised with a swing and a dash 
that Indicated how thorough was the knowledge 
each individual - possessed of his or her part 


and showed the excellent understanding 
which obtained between the! various com- 
binations,—cast, chorus and orchestra. The 


_ principals filled their roles most effectively, 


the minor characters supported them wlnirably, 

and the chorus sang witha verve aud swing (hat 
contributed greatly to the success of the pro- 
duction. From the curtain’s rise till its fall 
after midnight the piece went without a hitch. 

and though there was an occasional hesitation, 
scarcelyiperceptible, the performance could hardly 
be betterod. Some of those who took vocal parts 
would have been more effective had their voices 
been more powerful and telling, but that. of 
course, was not the fanlt ofthe artists. livery- 
body was at home in front of the footligits. 
Not one seamed to suffer from that woakne-s 
common to amuteurs, “ Stago fright” and the 
ease and nonchalence of-the principals gavo to 
the whole.a smoothness that was perhaps its most 
distinguishing feature. 


The cast is as under : 
Geoffrey Challoner... 
Rajah of Bhong.... ...... Mr. H. P. White 


_Mr. Geo. P. Lammert 


Sir Joseph Verity . Lt.Com. Dickens, t.N 
Douglas Verity ... ....... Mr. H: Hancock 
Lord Anchester _..... Mr. H. V. Wilkinson 
Maj. Vicat. 2... Mr. D. P. Warbrook 


Mr. F. C. Carrol 


Lord Grassmere 


Sir Charles Cortelyou . ...Mr. E. G. May 
’- GranferMummery. . Mr. M.S. Northcote 
Rube Fairway Mr. A.J. Darb 
(roam .. Mr. J. Hall. 
Tyinchiff Sub-Lt. . Maxwell, R.N. 
Rajah’s : gs F.C. Hall. 
Witentailes Mr... F.C ‘unningham. 
Birry Mrs. W. UL Worcester. 
Marjorie Jay Mrs. W. Logan. 
Princess Methhoaof hong Alisa it Seth. 


- Madame Saphio. Mise Ella Rowe. 
Mrs. S¢. Quintin... Mrs. Henry Humphreys. 
Lady Anchester ........ Mrs. W. L. Carter. 
Miss Ecroyd .............. Mrx. Evan Jones. 
Lady Arnott .. Miss D. Shelton Hooper. 


1 ie: ee a ne ee Miss Warren. 

Princess’... ) ....... . Miss Chapman. 

Attendants , neares 4. -Miss Chatham. 

and \. 

Nan... .... P Mrs. Hf. 'A. Stewart. 

Villagers, Rustic, KF arm Hands, &e., &¢.— 
Mesdames Gilby, McFarlane, Capel, Parrant 
Misses Fela. Andrew. Sle aunt. Tam! 
Liiune Saver.  Sehineli, Ma! Mr 
Me saniinitise, Cousntrie, Leuaimert, Wi isan, aE 
Clair, Young, Nugent. Turner, Walker, Ayris 
(rraff, Sayer. ‘Vhoinas, Iayward, 1. W. Sayer, 


Lhe principal dancers wero Miss Ella Rowe, 


Mrs. Henry Huinplireys, Miss Hooper. Mrs. 
Gilby, and Miss Seth, while Mrs. MeFarlano 
sang " Come to) Devonshire” with a most- 


delightful vigeour and charm. 

The musical director was Mr. Georges Grim- 
ble. the orchestra being: composed as follows : 
First Violins, Capt. H. M. Beasley, R.A. Mr, 
J. Ub. Iarpeaves, Mr. lo. Wolf, Mr. C. AL P. 
Xavier.’ Cello--M. P. A. Rozario. Bass.--Mr. 
W. W. Matthews. Coraets. -Mr. C. C. Elliott 
and Mr. Bristow. Clarionet.--Danudsman Hotch- 


kins, ° Lhe = Buffs. ‘LPrembone, —Bandsman 
McQuade, ‘Phe o Bulfs.” Second Violins, Mr. 
(rh Ge. Catchick, Mr. J. M.S. lezarie. Mr. 
Sibhitt, Sergt Perdue. A. PP. D. Viola.—Bands- 
man ‘Tester, Lhe « Bilfs Flute. —Mr. J.D. 
Osmund.  Freneh Horns.—Corporal Miller, 
and Corporal Miles, The * Buffs.” Bas- 
sooit. «© Lange Corporal Smith, The Baits.” 
Tirapani. --Bandsiaan Kennings, The ° Buffs.” 
Piane. - Mr. George Crimble. 

Without being invidious, referenee may 


he made to fhe performances of several of {he 
principals. “Nan” is the first name thatsugeests 
itself. the vivacious Devonshire girl endowed 


with plenty of feminine charms and thrilling 


with tha sheer joy of life. Mrs. H. A. Stewart 
proved a comely and fascinating Nan and 
laughed and sang and joked to the wanner born, 
Her interpretation left nothing Co be desired ; 
in fact it was very much adinired and no mere 
popular figure moved on the stage, Her singing 
of “Try again Johuny ” was received with ereat 
applause. The more dicaified role of Marjorie 
Joy was entrusted to Mrs. W. Logan, a lady who 
of the 


enjoys the distinction of being onc 
preuier amateur actresses of Hongkong, a 
distinction gained by several clever studies. 


She was well suited and her impersonation was 
in the highest degree artistic. Her solos were 
exquisitely rendered, one of the most attractive 
being * Over the tijlls and far away ~ and the 
duets in which she appeared with Geoffrey 
Challoner were most delightfal efforts, notably 
the boy and girl duets. Tho ambitious Madame | 
Sophie, the dressmaker who aspired to society, 
was cleverly represented by Miss Ella Rowe, 
who assumed al] sorts of airs in a distinctly 
feminine manner. Her dainty dancing was also 


.much admired and she came in for a fair share 


of the approbation of the audience. Mrs. H. 
Humphreys essayed tho part of Mrs. St. Quintin, 
the aristocratic lady with electionecring ideas, . 


witha distinct success, while Miss P. Seth was very. 


effective in her characterisation of the Princess 
Methlina of Bhong. Miss Warren took the 
part of nurse very creditably, and Misa Hooper 
filled the pleasing part of Lady Arnott. Mr. G. 
P. Tauumert mide sa excellent Geoffrey Chal- 
loner. Ife looked the dashing naval officer and 
interpreted his part with an artistic taste that 
appealed strongly to the audience. There was 
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B ~ pleasing sense of restrain auibaea in al 
his movements. Not the | ‘meritorious part 
‘of his performance was his singing, and alike 
in solos and duets he was heard to great advan-~ 
tage. Mr. H..P. White's commanding figure 
and easy dignified mien recommended him 
for the role at the Rajah of Bhong in which 
position he was ‘humorous and ‘dignified as 
required. His allusions to the Sanitary 
Board cats made his songs more appreciated, 
the ease with which Hongkong rhymed with. 
Bhong being doubtless responsible for the 
many references to the Colony.. As the irre- 
pressible Barry, full of fun and frolic, Mr. W. 
UG. Worcester scored a great success, ‘Every- 
thing he said and did was humorous from selling 
a wortiless tin mine for two thousand poundg to 


his political speech in suonvort of his: master's | 


cdudidature, when he declared that :politics 
was the ruin of Parliament,” or his discourse on - 
painters or dressing as a woman and fooling the | 
men int) proposing to him. ' He certainly is 


entitled -t» every credit for his good work, ~ 
‘Though Mr. Mowbray Northcote had perhaps 


less to do-- than usual on the stage he 
| acted Granfer Mummery ‘with. his accustomed 
success, -while Lieut. Commander 
“acquitted himself -admirably as the obsequious 
Sir Joseph Verity. Mr. H. Hancock as Douglas 


Verity, the young man who was not very keen on 


hecoming « member: of Parliament, and Mr. 
Witkinsou as, Lord Anchester gave peatiteole 
pe forruunces. 

‘l'v suni up, the ontire production was in the 
highest degree praiseworthy. ‘he orchestration 
Veuhanced the value of the performance’ and 
tho mounting proved very effective. 
tableaux in the opening of the second act roused 
the enthusiasm of the audience, the effects bein 
very picturesque. ‘I'he costumes were beauti 
‘’ho furnishing was entrusted to Messrs. W. 
Powelland Company, and the business side of 
the production was looked after by Mr. A. 
vig Care as business manager, assisted.by Mr. 

. Northcote as hon. secretary and Mr. EH. 
een as lion. treasurer. , 

Tho large audience which witnessed the open. 
ing porformance last night was very appreciative 
and, had time permitted, » few encores would 
have been given, but, as it was, the promise of 
three hours’ merriment was more than fulfilled. 


The Hongkoug Amateur Dramatio Club 


lias every reason to be gratified at the success 
 uttending their production of “A ‘ Country 
Girl.” On Saturday night the City Hall was 
filled to excess, not even standing room being 
available in the lower portions of the house, 
a sure testimony of the appreciation accorded 
vur local amateurs by ther somewhat critical 
Hongkong friends. “A Country Girl” is 
considered a formidable undertaking even for a 
profesional Company, and it is no exaggera- 
uuon tg say that the A.D.C. performance is 
| quite up to, if aot in advance of, the 
standard wu are accustomed to oxpeot from 
the professioual troups visiting the Colony, 

‘The occasion was rendered the more 
eujoyable owing to the visit of the Interport 
cricket team frou: Canton, and many were the 
topical allusions introduced at the expense of 
our friends from the Shameen, ‘who, judging 
frum appearances, thoroughly appreciated the 
fun. Most of the performers have been 
aecorded their full moad of praise in previous 
issues of the Daily Press, but ae night's 
performance was ‘80 good as to 
ef special mention. 

kucores were numerous, in fact much’ too 
numerous, and the lady performers began to 
exhibit unmistakeable signs\ of fatigue con- 
sequent upon the repeated responses they had to 
make to the appeals of some of the less con- 
siderate among the audience. Nevertheless it 
was a most creditable performance, and 80 
long as the Colony can produce such s ple- 
thora of talented ‘Thespians we need have no 
fear that the Hongkong A.D.C. will not con- 
tinue to flourish and hold i reputation as second 
to none in the Far Hast. 


Dr. San Yat Sen, who appears to be still at 
Singapore, and not in Japan, as recently reported 
in Japangse journals, denies being adsdciated 
with the revolutionary movement wn Kwangsi 
province as recently alleged by the Governor — 
of the province in memoria! to the throne. 
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HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE | 
- COUNCIL. 


— 


A meeting of the Hongkong Legislative 
Council was held on Dec. 3rd in the Council 
Chamber. ; 

His Excreutenrcy THE GOVERNOR, Sie 
Freperick Joun. DRattryr LuGARD, 
K.0.M.G., C.B., D.8.0. : 


Hon. Mr. F. H. May, CMG, (Colonial 
Secre 


- Hon. 
General). 
Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Colonial Trea- 
surer). : : 
Hon. Mr. W. Caatuam, C.M.G., (Director of 
Public Works). 
Hon. Mr. E. A. Invina’ 
General). 
Hon. Mr. F. J. Bapeuey, (Capt. Superinten- 
dent of Police). 
Hon. Dr. Ho Kar, M.B., C.M., C.M.G. 
Hon. Mr. We! Your, C.M.G. 
Hon: Mr. H. E. Potuock, K.C. 
Hon. Mr. BE. A. Hewett. 
Hon. Mr. H. A. W. Sranpz. 
Hon. Mr. W. J. Gresson. 
Mr. C. Clementi (Clerk of Councils). 
MINUTES. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read, 
and confirmed. 
CHINA'S NATIONAL BEREAVEMENT. 
His ExceLLency—I~have caused to be 


). 
. W. Regs Davies, K.C., (Attorney- 


(Registrar- 


inserted upon the notices of this meeting of 


Council a resolution which I now rise to move. 
We in Hongkong are so closely connected with 
China that events in that Empire affect us in 
an exceptional degree, and it has always been 


friendly relations with our great neighbour. 
The majority of the population of this British 
Colony are Chinese, and whether they are 
British subjects or merely temporary residents, 
they cannot but feel deeply the news we haye lately 
heard from Peking. It is therefore fitting that 
this Council, as representing the people of this 
Colony, should express its condolences with the 
Chinese Government, and assureitof its sympathy 
and good wishes. Sosoonas I received thenews of 
the death of the Dowager Empress and of the 
Emperor,’I telegraphed in this sense through 
the Consul-General at Canton to the Governor 
‘General of the Two Kwang, and he 
has expressed himself as very grateful for 
the message, but I have awaited the meet- 
ing of Council before sending any similar 
messhge to Peking.- If, as I am sure 
it will be, this resolution is unanimously 
carried, I propose to send a copy of it 
to our Minister at Peking for communication 
to the Chinese Government. I move ;— 
“That the Legislative Council of Hongkong 
at this, its first meeting since the news of the 
deaths of the Emperor and the Dowagér Empress 
of China was received, desires ‘to record its 
sympathy with the Government of China on the 
loss it has sustained by the death of its rulers, 
and to express its hope that the reign of the new 
Emperor may be successful and prosperous." 
Hon. De. Ho Kar—Sir, Most respectfully 
and feelingly do I second the resolution which 
your Excellency has just proposed, and which I 
am quite sure thisCouncil will pass unanimously. 
‘The recent sad calamity which has overtaken 
the Chinese Government and nation is of such 
a character as cannot fail to call forth our 
deepest a a race with them in their sorrow 
and grief. And further, when we see with 
what fortitude and calm resignation they have 
borne their double loss, we cannot but entertain 


. for them the profoundest respect and admiration. 


Yesterday the new Emperor formally ascended 
the Throne, and Iam sure we all wish him a long 
and glorious reign. Inthe meantime we wish 
and we hope that his trusted ministers and the 
Prince Regent will have every success in secur- 
ing and maintaining the welfare, prosperity 
and happiness of the great Chinese nation, and 
also in_promoting the peace and advancement 
‘of the nigine = (Aiolansey, a Oa 
PREPARATIONS FOR TYPHOONS. 

‘ His ExcreLLency—Before proceeding with 
the business of the day I desire, with the per- 
mission of the Council, to make a statement: for 
Last year when 
introducing the estimates I pledged myself to 


~ 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


oy ive especial attention te the question of the 
efficiency of our typhoon signals and this year, 
on a similar occasion, I informed the Council 
what I had been able to do. On August 
6th also I stated that the Commander-in. 
Chief ‘of the South China Station had 
consented to communicate by wireless tele. 
graphy any atmospheric disturbances which His 
Majesty's ips cruising in surrounding 
waters might be able to report. The great 
desideratum, however, was that there should be 
an observation station somewhere to the south 
east, the direction from which most typhoons 
come. I accordingly wrote to the Governor- 
General of the Philippine Islands—the islands 
in that channel being American _ territory— 
suggesting to him that information from that 
quarter would be of great value both to Manila 
and ourselves. I desire to,read to you the very 
ous teyns reply which I have received from 
m :— 


Manila. 
November 17th, 1908. 

Your EXxceLLeNcy.—I have the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
October 16th, and in reply I must say that I 
am much impressed with what your Excellency 
urges in favour of the establishment of a wireless 
station at Santo Domingo de Basco. I have 
taken up the matter with the Postal Authorities 
who are charged with the duty of making all 
insular telegraphic installations, and hope that 
they may have sufficient money available to 
carry into effect the project suggested by your 
Excellency. If there is no money ayailable for 
the purpose, I shall apply for an appropriation 
to the Legislature at its next session. 

With assurances of my most distinguished 
consideration,—I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Voge (Eexcellaney’s very obedient servant. 

(Sd) James P. Suir, 
A Governor-General. 
The establishment of a wireless statiof at 
Santo Domingo is, I am assured by our own 
director—and we have seen by a communication 
published by the American Consul-General that 


it is also the view of the Rev. Father Algué. | 


the director of the Manila Observatory —will be 
of incalculable value to us. Therefore I am most 
glad to be able to inform the Council that there 
is every prospect of it being established. I 
will also mention one other matter. I have 
arranged with the Telegraph Company, at a 
very small cost, that during the prevalence of any 
typhoons likely to strike this island, more fre- 
quent telegramsshould beexcl aige 1—(A}-plause). 
PINANCIAL MINUTES. 

The CoLtontaL SECRETARY, by command of 
His Excellency the Governor. laid on the table 
Financial Minutes Nos 61 to 68, and movéd that 
they ba referred to the Finance Committee. « 

The CobonraL TREASURER seconded and the 
motion was agreed to. 

. FINANCIAL. . 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of 
His Excellency the Governor, laid on the table 
the report of the Finance Committee (No. 18), 
and moved its adoption. : 

The CoLontaL TREASURER seconded, and the- 
motion was agreed to. ; 

A NEW LATRINE. - 

The Cotonrat Secretary—I move the 
resolution under section 170 of the Public 
Health and Buildings Ordinance 1903 which 
stands in my name and copies of which have been 
circulated. In connection with this matter I 
beg tolay on the table o paper containing ob- | 
jections to the site on which it is proposed 
to erect a public latrine at Wongneicheong, 
I had occasion recently to move a similar 
resolution and to comment briefly on a similar 
objection. I said then it was impossible to select 
a site for a latrine anywhere within the radius 
of: the inhabited area of this city without 
inenrring the objection of some portion of the’ 
inhabitants. The site which forms the subject’ 
of this resolution has been selected by the 
Sanitary Board after careful consideration 
and approved by the Public Works Authorities. 
There is no more objection to it than there 
would be to any site that cogld be selected 
with reasonable regard to financial consideration 
in the neighbourhood of this village. There- 
fore I do not think atty of the objections 
which have been raised to the site should 
weigh with this Council. 

.The Director of Pustic Works seconded 


and the resolution was agreed to. 


ae 


.80 made have been considered by this 
"It is hereby resolved by this Council that the 
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The resolution ae nak woes 
application has been 6 Sanita; 
Board to the Governor under. Bection 167 of 
the Publiq- Health and Buildings Ordinance 
1903 for the erection of a Public Latrine in the 
Wong Nei Chung village immediately to the 
South of it and near House No..113; And 
Whereas such application - having been 
approved by the Governor and a notification 
of the intention to erect a public latrine upon 
such site having been duly published in three 
successive numbers of the Garetie, certain 
inhabitants of the above village have objected 
to such erection; And Whereas the a ner 
ancil; - 


above mentioned site and the erection thereon 
of a Public Latrine be approved. 
NEW BYELAWS. 
The CoLonrIaL SECRETARY—I move that the 
approval of this Council be given to a series of 
byelaws under section 16 of the Public Health 
and Buildings Ordinance 1903, with the excep- 
tion of A., D. and H. which require to be sent 
back to the Sanitary Board for amendment. . 
The other byelaws contiin small alterations 
to the existing byelaws, and provide in the case 
of those relating to disinfection and the preven- 
tion and mitigation of infectious disease, for the 
new policy which is now being adopted in dealing 
with Plague. a 
The Digector of Pustic Works seconded 
and the resolution was agreed.to, : 
The bye-laws were :— 
(a.) Buke-houses. 
(6.) Cattle-sheds, Pig-sties, eto. 
(c.) Cemeteries. 
(d.) Dairy. : ; 
(c.) Depots for Cattle, Pigs, Sheep and Goats. - 
(f.) Disinfection of Infected Premises. . 
(g.) Domestic Cleanliness and Ventilation. 
(4.) Importation and Inspection of Animals. 
() Latrines. : 
(j.) Laundry. on tee : : 
(k.) Prevention and Mitigation of Epidemic, 
Endemic, Contagious or Infectious Diseases 
(l.) Prevention of the breeding of Mosquitoes. 
(m,) Reméval of Ceiling and ‘Star Linings. © 
(n.) Removal of Patients. * 
QUESTION—THE BUILDING COLLAPSE. . 
The Hon. Dr. Ho Kar asked the following 
question which stood in his name:—‘ Will the 
the Honourable the Attorney-General state 
whether he has any objection to give the reasons 
which governed him in fot filing an indigtment ’ 
for manslaughter at tho last Sessions if the 
Portland Street Building Collapse Case?” at 
Tho ATTORNEY-GENERAL—The matter is 
one of public interest and. I am very glad of the 
opportunity of giving the reasons which 
governed me in the matter. They are as 
follows :— ; ; 
After the Coroner's enquiry the Prosecution 
obtained important expert evidence as to the 
construction of the buildings. This ; evidence 
did not establish such a degree of negligence as 
could justify a prosecution for manslaughter 
and in the opinion of the Attorney-General, no 
jury could possibly have convicted having. 


‘regard to it. 


The evidence also clearly demonstrated that 
the main supervision of the work was not 
controlled by Mr. Bird and as-a fact the Buil 
ing Contract specifically defined the Architects 
to be “ Clement’ Palmer and Arthur Turnef’ 
and.did not include the name of Mr. Bird. 
This point however was not material having 
regard to the absence of proof of negligence 
previously alluded to. o ; 

In th6 Shaukiwan case the evidence taken 
before the Coroner on the other hand clearly ~ 
established grave negligence against the.Con- 
tractor. : ; ; 

NEW TERRITORITIES SMALL DEBT COURT 

ORDINANCE. - eats 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the. 
reading of a Biil entitled An Ordinance to 
empower a Magistrate to hold a small debt court 
in the New Territories -and to regtlate the - 
proceedings in relation thereto. — ‘ 

The CoLonIAL SEcRETaRY seconded, and - 
the motion was agreed to. : Pa Rae 

MAGISTRATES ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
: ony ance: er ee 
. The ATFORNEY GENERAL mo eo 
reading of a bill entitled An Ordinanos to amend. 
the Magistrates Ordinance 1890 and to effect. 
certain other amendments in the Criminal Law, - 
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The CoLontaL SECRETARY seconded. and 
the motion was agreed to. ne 

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIER ORDINANCE 

F AMENDMENS. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL mored the first 
reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance to 
amend The Fire Insurance Companies Ordinance 
1908. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and 


“the motion was agread to. 
.. INTERPRETATION ORDINANCE AMENDMENT. 


. The Atrtrorney-GENERAL moved the firat 
reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance to 
amend The Interpretation Ordinance 1897 and 
to remove an ambiguity in the construction of 
the same. ; 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded. and 
the motion was agreed to. 

COMPANIES ORDINANCE AMENDMENT. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL mored the first 
reading ofa Bill entitled An Ordinance further 
to amend The Companies Ordinance, 1865. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, 
the motion was agreed to. 

THE TRAMWAYS ORDINANCE. ' 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL—With regard to 
the next order which stands in my name, Com- 
mittee on the hill entitled An Ordinance for 
Authorizing the Construction of a Tramway 
within the Colony of Hongkong, it is not 
proposed to proceed with it to-day. 

His ExceLLency—The, Council stands ad- 
journed until next Thursday. 


and 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


A meeting of the Finance Committee was 
then held, the Colonial Secretary presiding’ 
The following votes were passed :— 

~ PUBLIC .WORKS EXTRAORDINARY. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of Five thousand Dollars (£5,000) in 
aid of the vote, Public Works Extraordinary. 
Miscellaneous, Blake Pier Shelter. .° 

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of one thousand seven hundred 
“dollars ($1,700) in aid of the vote. Miscellaneous 
Services, Stationery. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of Eighty-six thousand five hundred 
forty-seven Dollars and sixty ‘cents (?86.547.60) 
in aid of the vote, Miscellaneous Services; for 
the following items :— 

Indian Police Remittances, 

Cancer ‘Research Fund. 


* 7,600.00 
35.60 


oo 


Tropical Diseases Research Fund, 118.65 

Department of Chinese in London 
University. . 35.60 

Imperial Institute. 237.30 


Redemption of Subsidiary Coin, 78.520.45 


. Total $86.547.60 
The CoLONIAL SECRETARY explained that 
this vote represented the excess on the provision 
of $36,000 in the Estimates for Redemption of 
Sub-coin. The total sum was therefore $114.620. 
It represented the loss on redemption of the sub- 
coin withdrawn from circulation during a period 
of 16 months and on sale of a quantity sub-coin 
to the face value of $274,000 odd notiissued and 
nowy sold. 
- Hon.-Mr. Gresson asked if the sum now 
voted would increase the estimated deficit at the 
.end of the year. 
The CoLonraL SECRETARY said it would. 


PUBLIC WORKS RECURRENT 


The Governor recommended the Council t® 
vote a sum of One thousand four hundred 
Dollars (1,400) in aid of the vote, Public Works, 
Recurrent, Miscellaneous Services. 

‘ BOTANICAL AND FORESTRY DEPARTMENT. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of nine hundred dollars (3900) in aid 
of the vote, Botanical and Forestry Department, 
other charges, for the following items :— 


Forestry in New Territories . . 400 
Tree planting ee. 8500 
Total, . $900 


EDUCATIONAL VOTES. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of Two hundred Dollars ($200) in aid | 
of the vote, Education, other charges, Belilios ; 
hae School, Anglo Chinese Side, Language ° 

onus. - 
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POLICE AND PRISON DEPARTMENTS. 
The Governor recommended the Conncil to | 


vote a sum of ,Two hundred and eithty-five : 
Dollars ($285) in sid 


of the vote, Police and : 


Prison Departments, A.- Police. Personal 
Emoluments, Captain Superintendent, House 
Allowance. 


i 
| 
TYPHOON DAMAGES. | 
The Governor recommended the Council to ! 
vote a sum of Sixty-one thonsand Dollars | 
(361,000) in aid of the vote. Public Works, | 
Recurrent. Miscellaneous, Typhoon and Rain. | 
storm Damages. 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
HONGKONG APPEAL COURT. 


—_ so se 


INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE AND THE VOVERNOR. 
The following correspondence was laid hefore 

the Legislative Council on the Srd inst. :-—~ 

Chamhers, Supreme Court. 
Hongkong, 25th September, 1908. 
Bir.—I have read the remarks which Your 

Excellency made in Council on Thursday last 

on the subject of the third Judge with surprise 

and regret; and I must enter a verv respectful 
but emphatic protest against Your Excellency’s 
view ag reported in the newspapers, that ~the 

existing Appeal Court must necessarily’ be a 

farce,’ and that this view is supported by the 

Chief Justice. The public expression of such a 


-view is calculated to do the gravest harm to the 


prestige of the Supreme Court in the eyes not 
only of Europeans but also of the Chinese. 

2. That the constitutinn of the Appeal Court 
is extraordinary in so wealthy a Colony as 
Hongkong is a fact which I have always 
admitted : that it deserves the strongest hostile 
criticism, niay also be conceded. But that isa 
very different thing from saying that it is a 
farce ; for this implies that the Chief Justice is 
obstinately tenacious of his own opinions, and 
that he will never change them whatever new 
arguments: may be advanced on the appeal. 
Such an idea is contrary to the high—and they 
are verv high—traditions of the Hritish Bench 
to which I have the honour lo belong. 

3. I know that the idea te which Your Ex- 
cellency gave expression was current in the 
Colony, and I took occasion some time ago.in 
Court to say that the constitution’ of the’ 
Appeal Court being what it was I conceived it 
to be my duty to make the best of it, and I 
assured the profession that I caine to the hear- 
ing of an appeal with a mind absolutely free 
and treated it so fur as possible ax a new case. 
Only .recently I said with the same object in 
view that a Judje ix always assumed to bave 
the honesty necessary to reverse hix own deci- 
sion if, on further argument, it ix shown to 
be wrong. A second argument often puts 
things in a new light. and points often occur to 
one which did not present themselves on the first. 
A second argument and a second judgment up- 
holding the first may lead to a clearer appre- 
ciation of the law. and prevent au appeal to 
the Privy Council. Althoujrh it has not hap- 
pened up to the present that I have had occasion 
to reverse a judgment [ have given. on minor 
points I have frequently had occasion to change 
my views, and I can quite cenceive the pos- | 
sibility of my doing so on a crucial issue. 

4. I am atthe present time enpraged in pre- 
paring a judgment on an important appeal: it 
took many days to argye in the Full Court: the 
writing of the judgment will prohably take 10 
full mornings’ work. of at least four hours a 
day, and though I am now half way through I[ 
have not the remotest idea what the ultimate 
judgment will be. It is not impossible that 
this judgment may prevent the case going to 
the Privy Council. Your Excellency will agree 
that when so much care is given to appeals 
the word “farce’’ is hardly applicable; and 
it is the more unfortunate that such an expression 
of opinion should have fallen from Your Ex- 
cellency while a judgment in an appeal case is 
pending. I must confess that I should not like 
to deliver a judgment even on a small matter 
which was deemed to be given in farcial condi- 
tions. I think therefore that Your Excellence 
will not hesitate to remove the impression wich 
must have been caused by the remark at-some 
future sitting of the Council. 


[December 7, 1908 


5. The report of. Your Exdellency’s speech 
also says that you have, like Your Excellency's — 
predecessor, found the general opinion to be 
that except for the purposes of an Appeal Court, 
‘a third Judge is not immediately required. I 
think it my duty to point, out-to-Your Excel- 
lency that I know no one who is ‘familiar with 
the working of the Court.who is. of that opinion. 
The fact is that the pressure of the last few 
months has been so t that we had arrived 
almost-at breaking point, and this is by no 
means the first time. If-I had been laid up for 
even 2 days with influenza, the whole work of 
the Court would have been dislocated to the 
great inconvenience of suitors. I can only add 
that, 1 was in hopes that the Government. would 
show some slight consideration for myself.—I 
have &c., 

: F. T. Piagort, 

: Chief Justice... 
His Excellency 
Sir Frederick Lugard, K.C.M.G., 
Governor of Hongkong. 


Government Honse, 
Hongkong, 26th September, 1908. 
Str—In reply to your letter of yesterday's 
date I have the honour to inform you that I did 
not use the word “farce "in connection with 
the existing Appeal Court of this Colony. I 
spoke deliberately and I am correctly reported 


by the South China Morning Post as having _. 


ured the word ‘ unsatisfactory.’ I was so 
anxious to make it plain to the Council that 
I intended no reflection whatever upon the 
Court, but only criticisedits constitution,—in the 
way you have yourself criticised it, that I added 
further explanatory words (which have been 
omitted by the Reporters) to the following 
effect: “It is no lesa unsatisfactory to the 
* Chief Justice himself than to litigants for if 
‘he reverses his,former decision after hearing 
“fuller evidence more especially if this should 
‘occur more than once —he may lay himself 
‘open to the innuendo that he does not know 
“his own mind, or that le is influenced by his 
“Junior. If on the other hand he confirms- 
~ his former decisions it may be alleged that the 
* Appeal is a farce. * 

These as near as I can recollect are the precise 
words used by me in this connection. I think 
Your Honour will agree with me that it would 
be difficult to select words which would more 
completely dispose of the interpretation conveyed 
in your second paragraph. 

‘he only authentic report. the Colonial 
Hansard, has already been revised in this sense, 

I regret to note from the last sentence of Your 
Honour’ letter that you still remain under the 
erroneous impression, which I have so frequently | 
and with such apparent ill success, endeavoured 
to remove. that the Government is disposed to 
show no consideration’ towards yourself. — I 
have. &c., 


. 


. F. D. Luaagrp, 
Governor, Xo. 
His Honour the Chief Justice. 


Chambers, Supreme Conrt, 
Hongkong, 29th September, 1908. 

Sir,—I am much obliged for the courteous 
information conveyed in Your Excellenoy's 
letter of the 26th instant informing me of the | 
actual words used by Your Excellency in your 
speech in Council on the subject of the. con- 
stitution of the Full Court. The China Mail 
and the Daily Press reported it in the way in 
which I referred to it in my letter ; and it seema 
to me probable that the reporters jumped from 
the beginning of Your Excellency’s remarks to 
the end. seizing on the words “ the appeal is a 
farce ax making good copy. I much regret 
to inform Your Excellency that the words 
actually used in your speech are open to 
the sams objection that I have already 
expressed to Your Excellency, and‘ are en- 
tirely dt variance with the traditions of the 
Bench.| No one who is familiar with the work . 
of a Judge could suggest that if after hearing 
fuller evidence in a case or ‘n several cases, the 
Chief Justice reversed his former decision he 
did not know his own mind, because it may be 
precisely this faller information (which on 
appeal is fuller argument, and rarely fuller. 


‘Svidenoe) which has made the case plainer than 
it was on the first hearing. when this information 
was not forthcoming. 
“innuendo” to the effect that he has been in- 
fluenced by his Junior. .The Chief Justice is 
only primus inter pares. The Full Court as at 
resent constituted enables the Chief Justice to 
ve the assistance of the Puisne Judge; 
discussion on abstruse legal questions often 
makes points clearer than they were when first 
dealt with by one Judge. And for the reasons 
given in my former letter the fact that the 
Chief Justice with the assistance of the Puisne 
- Judge confirms his former decision cannot in 
any circumstances render the appeal a farce. 
2. The defects of the present system are 
patent; but with much respect, they are not 
* those which Your Excellency has pointed out. 


And the emphasis, which has been laid upon 


them by Your Excellency cannot fail to be very 
detrimental to the prestige of the Court among 
both Europeans and Chinese, which it has been 
my constant aim to maintain at the highest level 

5. With reference to the last paragraph of 
the letter under reply Your Excellency is always 
every good in assuring me that my opinion 
is not well-founded when I say that the Govern- 
ment shows no consideration of the Chief 
Justice. I can only say that 34 years exper- 
ience does not bear out Your Excellency's 
courteous intentions. The question is one which 
I have very much at heart, and so long as I am 
Chief Justice of the Colony I shall continue to 
do so. Let me put to Your Excellency two 
instances which will explain my meaning. 

For 3 years I have pointed ont that the Chief 
Justice to do the work of two Judges. 
Acting on information which was never submitt- 
ed to me Sir M. Nathan practically informed 
the Secretary of State that this was not a fact. 
I have at last through Your Excellency's 
courtesy been shown this information, and 
have pointed out that it was inaccurate. from 
beginning to.end. I have received no answer, 
so that I must assume that my opinion is dis- 
regarded. Even the carefully draw-up Tables 
which I had prepared and which support my 
statement have elicited no comment. Even as 
one Judge doing the work of two at certain 
periods of the year I have to-work “double 
tides’ to get through the work. One of such 
periods which has covered the last.3 or 4 months 
ig just over: and yet Your Excellency has in- 
formed the Council in spite of my re-iterated 
opinion that there is no immediate necessity 
for a third Judge. The effect of thison my 
mind can only be that the opinion of the 
Government is that I only want a third Judge 
appointed to save myself work. Surely Your 
Excellency will agreee that this is a case of 
want of consideration for the Chief Justice. 

Let me take another case. There was a 
suggestion in one of Your Excellency's letters 
that an Appeal Court could be formed with the 
assistance of the Judge of Shanghai. I learn 
from Your Excellency's speech in Council that 
the- suggestion has been forwarded to the 
Secretary of State in the concrete form that the 
Judge of Shanghai should come to Hongkong 
to sit as an Appeal Judge twice a year. If 
Your Excellency had asked my opinion before 


sending this suggestion forward, I should have 


pointed out the difficultiesin the way of making 
the scheme effective, and the inconveniences 
which must result from it: that changes must 
be made in the law and Code of Procedure: arid 
- that it can only work by most seriously hamper- 
ing the other business of the Court. This quite 
apart from the inherent objection to the scheme. 
But the scheme has apparently been approved 
at Se wee I a a to work it. As in the 
of the third Judge, the opinion of ple 
wilo knew little or nothing of the inattar Wis 
held of more weight than mine, so here: when, 
as is inevitable, I point out the unworkable 
nature of the scheme as sent from home, I shall 
‘probably be told that others think differently. - 
‘Your Excellency will I think agree with me 
“that I have some cause for the view I have so 
frequently expressed that little consideration is 
paid to the Chief Justice’s opinion itr matters 
relating to the administration of Justice,—I 
have, &e., 1: 
. : F. T. Pracorr, 
Chief Justice. 
His Excellency ies 
Sir Frederick Lugard, K.C.M.G., | 
Governor of Hongkong. 


or could there be any. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 
’ Government House, 
Hongkong, 6th. October, 1908. 

Sre,—I regret to learn from your letter of 

September 29th, that my explanation of the 

ial words used by me in reference to the 
Court of Appeal and which FE had believed would 
entirely dispose of Your Honour's cause of 
protest have not had that result. - 

2. Your Honour contends that “no one 
who is familiar with the work of a Judge” 
could attribute to him any but the highest 
motives when hearing an Appeal, whatever his 
decision might be... But the words used by 
me (“innuendo and “alleged &c.) made it 
I had hoped amply clear that I was not referr- 
ing to well informed persons but to disappointed 


litigants and irresponsible critics. I expressed |: 


in fact only the views which I have under. 
stood yourself and Mr. Justice Wise to have 
affirmed. The words of the latter. in this 
connection (forwgrded to me as an enclosure in 


-Your Honour's letter of the 29th February, 


1908,) were :—‘As at present constituted the 
“Appeal Court consists of the Chief Justice 
“and the Pusine Judge, from one of whom the 
“appeal necessarily lies, and the Chief Justice 
“has a casting vote.- The result is that anyone 
‘‘who has the money will appeal against the 
“decision of the Puisne Judge (in consequence 
“of the casting vote) but that no one will 
a against a decision of the Chief Justice 
“unless he intends to carry the case to the 
“ Privy Council.”. 

3. In reply to your third paragraph I can 
only repeat the statement made by me in my 
observations on the Estimates after giving due 
prominence to the fact that Your Honour 
held the view that a Third Judge was necessary 
to cope with the work of the Supreme 
Court,—viz. :—that after consulting those best 
qualified to advise me I considered the 
weight of opinion was in favour of the. view 
that a Third Judge was not immediately neces- 
sary, but I hoped that when the new Courts 
were finished the.Colony would be in a position 
to incur the expense involved. Your Honour 
was as you cordially admit informed of the 
arguments which had been adduced-in this 
connection and had an opportunity of fully 
disposing of them. Your letters. were for- 
warded to the Secretary of State and you were 
so informed, andI am therefore at a loss to 
know what further reply you expected, the 
absence of which leads you to the conclusion 
that your opinion is disregarded, So soon 
as the reply of the Secretary of State is re- 
ceived it will of course be communicated to 
you, but in the meantime I: presume from the 
¢elegran (which I at once sent to you on receipt) 
that after a perusal of correspondence he has 
adhered to his former view that the apointment 
ofa Third Judge can be temporarily deferred. 
In this matter which you select as a flagrant 
instance that the local Government “shows no 
consideration to the Chief Justice,” I can find 
no possible ground for such a conclusion. 

We are all agrood that the appointment of a 
Third Judge would be most desirable;—but it 
is my duty to examine the comparative urgency 
of a number of extremely desirable requirements 
in relation to the finances of the Colony—and I 
have come to the conclusion so;far as my 
personal view is concerned (the final decision 
resting with the Secretary of State after perus- 
ing Your Honour's arguments and the Table to 
which you refer) that in-the coming year the 
Colony cannot afford a Third Judge. Provision 
has, however, been made fora Deputy “Official 
Receiver on Your Honour’s recommendation. 

4. As regards the second case cited, I did 
make the suggestion regarding the Shanghai 
Judge in my letter to Your Honour of 8th 
Feb last. I did not go into it in detail 
until I should hear from the Secretary of State 
as to whether the idea was poxsible since Your 
Honour had stated that you considered. it to be 
out of the question for a Foreign Office Judge 
to come here unless there were reciprocity, 
which was impossible. At your desire I have 
cabled to the Secretary of State to inform him 
that you would wish to express an opinion 
regarding the working of the schemo before its 
details are decided. 

5. I have replied at som length to the 


.concrete instances brought forward by Your 
‘ Honour in support of your view that “little 


consideration is paid to the opinion of the 


Chief Justice in matters ¢ rect! ag the adidinis: 
tration of justice.” but I fear that it is. beyond 
my powell 

become an tdée fire in; your 


to remove what appears to have 
niin —T have, &o., 


. 1 Governor, &o. ° 
His Honour ; : ars ‘ 
- The Chief Justice. —- ' 


Chambers, Supreme Cont‘. 
Hongkong, 28th October, 1908. 
much regret to ‘find on sing 
Your Excellency’s speech on the second reading 
of the Appropriation Ordinance on. Thursday 
8th October that Your Excellency did not take 
the opportunity of correcting the impression left 

ers of some of the reports of Your . 
Excellency's speech, that in your view appeals 
to the Full Court as at present constitutad wero 
a farce. I had hoped that for the reasons, and 
and with the materials which-I had supplied tq 
Your Excellency in my letters on subject, some 
allusion would have been made to the subject. 

2. Your Excellency's remarks, as published 
in the papers, are as I have already pointed out 
in miy -letter of 29th September calculated to. 
undo the wotk which I have done in promot- 
ing confidence in the Full Court in spite 
of its admitte unsatisfactory constitution. 
Very shortly the Court will have to deliver 
important. Jidgménts in a case on appeal from . 
my decision at nisi prius, which has been argued 
before it at. great length. It may be that I 
shall differ from the Puisne Judge; it may be 
that I shall maintain my former opinion ; but as 
to both of these questions the matter is still 
under consideration. Bwut should these thin 
happen the suggestion engendered in the 
popular mind by the report of Your Excel-— 
lency’s speech, and especially in that of 
the disappointed litigant, will inevitably be 
that- the appeal has been a! farce. I should — 
therefore be obliged if Your Excellency would 
lay the correspondence on the Table of Council. 
It is of the first necessity that the - appeal 
to the Full Court’ should be considered by all, 
whether well or ill informed ‘people, as a serious 
matter, and not as a farce. 

3. I note what-Yoar Excellency says on the 
subject in paragraph 2 of your letter of the 6th 
October: but I regret that I cannot agree with. 
it. I not think that the remarks ly 
made by Your Excellency are at all calculated 


% 


to promote confidence in the Court, for they , 


suggest criticisms of the Chief Justice's judg-_ 
ments. which would not otherwise occur. to 
litigants or even ill-informed people.- But the 
actual words used by. Your Excellency are not 
before the public, as no one except members of 
Councils see the local Hansard.—I have, &o., 

F. T. Picaortt, Chief Justice. 
His Excellency 

Sir Frederick Lugard, K.C.M.G., 
Governor of Hongkong. 


Government House, 
Hongkong, 2nd November, 1908. 

S1rz,—I have the honour to acknowledge your 
letter of October 28th having reference to the 
words used by me in a speech regarding the 
constitution of the Full Court. -I am anxious to 
meet Your Honour's wishes as far as seems to 
me practicable, but sincd as you point cut the 
members of the Council already have the cor- 
rected version of what I said before them|in the 
Hansard there seems no object in laying it 
before them in a separate paper. Your Homaur 
is anxious as I understand that it should be 
made known that 1 did not use the words attri- 
bated to me in the Local Press that the appeal 
to the Full Court is a farce, and : 
if you so desire cause a letter to be written 
to the Press quoting the words in Hansard. 
Sessional Papers consist.of the annual report 
from De ents and other permanent records 
of the Colony and I do not think that the 
correspondence in question is of a nature to be 
included with them. £8 

2. With referance to the question of a Third 
Judgé I have the honour to enclose in original 
for your perusal and favour of return a private 
letter I have just received from Sir H. de~ 
Sausmarez together with a copy of the despatch 
from Secretary of State dated 18th September, 
1908. I personally agree with the view express: - 
ed by Sir H. de Sausmarez.—I have, &c. 

; F. D, Luearp, Governor, &o, 


_ His Honour The Chief Justice. 


I will | 


f 


D. Lva@ARp, - 


ot 


et 


' 
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Chambers, Supreme Court, : 
- Hongkong, 4th November, 1908. 

_ Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge Your 
Excellency’s letter of 2nd November, on the 
subject of Your Excellency's remarks in Council 

on the present constitution of the Full Court. 
4.I fear that the publication in the newspapers 
6f the remarks actually used by-Your Excéllency 
would do more harm than good; for where the 
Words as reported might have been looked upon 
as an ortunate slip. had the impression 
created by them been corrected at a subsequen} 
sitting of the Council, tho publication of the 


remarks actually made by Your Excelleney } 


unaccompanied by my own observations, would 
seem to indicate that they embody, as I fear they 
do, Your Excellency’s opinion on the question. 

3. With regard to laying the gorrespondence 
on the Table of the Council, Your Excellency 
forgets that one of the principal objects of the 
practice is to make the papers so luid public. 
Ihave had a long experience of procedure in 
Legislative Council, and I think that correspon- 
dence which has passed between the Chief 
Justice and the Governor relative to remarks 
made by the Governor in the Council prejudicial 
to the administration of justice may fittingly be 
laid upon the Table. 

4. I propose to deal with the matter referred 
to in the second paragraph of the letter under 
reply in a separate letter.—I have. &c.. 

‘F. T. Piacorr, Chief Justice. 
His Excellency 
Bir Frederick Lugard K.C.M.G.. 
. Governor of Hongkong. 


Government House, 
Hongkong. 16th November, 1908. 

S1z,—I have the honour to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of November 4th in 
which you inform me that my proposal to cause 
the actual words used by me when address- 
ing the Council on the subject of the Appeal 
Court to be published in the pLocal Press will 
not meet your view. . 

In deference to your opinion as Chief Justice 
that the remarks made by me may be prejudicial 
to the administration of justice I have directed 
that this correspondence shall be laid on the 
table of the Legislative Council as you desire. 
But I do not propose to include the enclosure 
of the Secretary of State's despatch or the 
private letter to me from Sir H. de Sausmarez 
which raise a separate issue.—I have, &c.. 

, F. D. Luearp, 
Governor. &c. 


His Honour the Chief Justice. 


FADED FEMININITY. 


Before Mr. J. R. Wood at the Magistracy 
on Nov. 30 an aged Chinese woman was charged 
with causing grievous bodily harm to a small 
boy at Wanchai on Sunday. At low tide the 
parties were searching: for stray pieces of coal 
on the seashore, and the boy finding a large 
piece, the old woman attempted to take it from 
him. The youth, however. declined to give it 
up, and in a struggle the woman shored him on 
some rocks, his arm being broken in the fall. 

When she was taken to the Wanchai Police 
Station, Inspector Fenton suggested that the 
womgn should have awash. This she indignant- 
ly declined, remarking that she had not washed 
herself for six years. 
and Saw no reason why she ‘should take any pains 
over her personal appearance as she was 64 years 


of age. Even if she did make herself presentable,-/ 


she did not think sho would now have any 
opportunity of decoying another man, as the 
affections of the sterner sex were bestowed on 
youth and beauty only. : 

.The woman, was ordered to pay the boy $2 
ompensation. - 


Asamark of respect to the memory of the 
late Empress Dowager and Emperor. the 
inmates of the House of Detention in the Mixed 
Court, Shanghai, are said to be daily doing 
homage before their, late Majesties’ tablets, 
engraved by them. ‘‘Hhe local native papers 
greatly appreciate the fact that, although the 
men are in prison, they do not forget to mourn 


for their deceased rulers. "s 


She felt warmer withont,- 


| THE SCOTTISH BALL. 


———: 0 :——_ 


A BRILLIANT SUCCESS. 


It would be impossible to think of the Scottish 
Ball in Hongkong as other than a success. 
| Both as a reunion of the sons and daughters of 
| Scotia and as a social function it eclipses. any 
‘gathering of its kind in the East, and this 
reputation which it has enjoyed for half a cen 
and more was worthily upheld by the gathering 
; on Nov. SOth. It was indeed a brilliant success. 
: §t. Andrew's Day, the day when Scotsmen 
meet to honour the memory of their patron gaint, 
has always been held in greater regard by exiled 
Scots, as they choose to designate themselves, than 
by the people of Scotland itself. Why this should 
be so is rather difficult to tinderstand, but one 
reason may be that the patriotism of the Scot 
is not really aroused until he has left his native 
land. Certainly Scotsmen ‘abroad delight in 
all the opportunities they have of foregathering 
together and remembering the land of brown 
heath and sha wood, whether it be St. 
Andrew's Day, New Year, or the anniversary of 
the hirthday of Burns, and the large Scottish 
community in Hongkong is just as enthusiastic 
as any in strengthening the ties which bind it 
to Scotland and in.recalling associations of the 
dear homeland. : 

The St. Andrew's Society of Hongkong, per- 
haps the largest Scottish body in the Far Eaat. 
is not exactly a social institution, though that 
aspect is very much emphasized at present. 
Its ratson dctre is really philanthropic but 
happily Het many calls are made upon its funds 
by distressed Scots in this part of the world, 
Still this phase of its existence is not overlooked 
and it is pleasant to know that needed help is 
given where desirable aud that too in a quist 
unostentatious maaner without letting the 
right hand know what the left hand doeth. 
The Society, which was founded in 1847, has 
seen sixty-one years of useful work. ~ It has 
grown with the Colony, and to-day it ranks as 
one of its most praiseworthy institutions. 

THE DECORATIONS. 

The decorations were very effective indeed 
The stairway was embellished with pot plants 
and the pillars were festooned with greenery, 
but the most striking effect was found on the 
landing wheye two large St. Andrew's crosses 
flanked tho lion rampant, surmounted by the 
Royal Standard and red ensigns. At the 
base in illuminated figures stood out the dates 
18471908, indicating the age of the Society. 
Above the stairway was the Scottish thistle 
outlined in electric bulbs and stipported by 
shields and warlike weapons. On the walls. 
were the shields coyering battleaxes, spears 
and two handed ° swords. accompanied by 
white ensigns. Practically the whole landing and 
stairway were hidden under a maas of greenery 
and pot plants in the midst of which glowed 
vari-coloured lights. As might have been 
expected the greatest attempt at decoration was 
found in St. Andrew's Hall. On entering, 
the gaze .was arrested by o painting of Auld 
Reekié, with Edinburgh Castle prondly 
dominating the scenc. The lights in th 
Castle and the Grasemarket were very 
effective. and Mr. G. Dunean, of Kowloon 
Dock, the artist, is to be complimented 
on his work which was much admired. This 
picture of Edinburgh was-of course complimen- 
tary to the President, the Hon. Mr. Chatham, 


who hails from * Svotia's darling seat." Flank. 
ing this were the arms of past presidents, 
Messrs. Gershom Stewart and R. Shewan. 
Underneath the picture of. Edinburgh was a 
representation, of St. Andrew, and facing this 
was the Society's coat of arms surmounted by 
the lion rampant. On the left side of the wall were 
pictures of Burns, Duke of Gordon and Scott. 
‘Fhe Duke of Gordon was the founder of the 
famous regiment, the Gordon Highlanders, whose 
Duchess, it will be remembered, gave such a filip. 
to recruiting’ by promising a kiss to each man who 
enlisted. The opposite wall had portraits of Knox. 
a Newhaven fishwife and Mary Queen of 
Scots. On the boxes beneath these. were the 
names of pl:ces associated with each. For 
instance uniler Burns was the name of 
Kirk AHoway, under the Duke of Gordon the 
name of Ordaquish and under Scott the name 
; of Aberfoyle. Knox was of course: associated 
with Dunottar, the fishwife with Musselburgh, 


.colouted lights. and 


_ Stewart, H. G 
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and Mary Quean of Scots; with Loch Leven, 


from which she made such 5 romantic cetape. 


Festoons of mery hun: 


pillars, while curtains were hung from the 
windows. : : ; 

St George's Hall did not call for much elabo- 
rate treatment. The picture of the- yo 
Queen Victoria, flanked with appropriate flags, 
held the place of honour. Facing it wasa h 
St. Andrew's cross with the Scottish lion in the 
centre. Curtains adorned the arches and exite 
and pot plants and electric bulbs added to the 
general effect. hig 

The reception room was as before, its only 
cecoration being the nationdl arms. ~ ne ak S 

The theatre, used as a supper room, look- 
ed very pretty indeed under a decoration 
which was largely floral.” The balcony was 
decorated with Gordon tartan and shields cover- 
ing the three a time weapons—spear, battleaxe 
and two handed sword. The motto “I'll drink 
a cup tae Scotland yet’ adorned the wall, but 
the most artistic effect was found-on the stage, 
where the horse shoe table beautifully decorated 
with flowers and a vase of electrically illuminated 
flowers, stood conspicuous. , 

Before leaving the decorations, reference 
should be nisde'to the place ‘names which wera. 
used for “trysting" purposes. On previous 

years Scottish county names and other 
names had been utilised, but on this occa- 
sion insignificant out of the way places 
were honoured: by recognition. Among the 
number were Crianlarich and Tignabruaich, 
fairly well known on the West Coast, but what 
could be said regarding the selection of. Til- 
quhillie, Foggieloan, Auchterlesa Cambusavié and 
‘Lochineal, not to-speak of such unpronounceable 
names as Lochluichart, Auchnashellach, Bal- 
quharn, Dalnaspidal and Balquhidder? Still, 
they achieved their purpose, and served as 
identification marks. 
~* Auchtermuchty ” w 
word to the bar do 
say most people mastered it. 


gs.of yore the pass- 
, and, needless to 


“The verandahs were| simply adorned with 


bunting. 


Messrs. Duncan, Andrew, and H. - Wynne 


were closely identified with the work of '‘decora- 
tion, on the result of which they are entitled 
to great credit. 
THE OFFICIALS. 
The bulk of the work, of course, fell on Mr 


} 


David Wood, the hon. secretary who brought - 


a ripe experience and’no little application te 
bear in the discharge of duties which called for 
tact and discretion. He was assisted by the 
following committees: : 

Invitation Committee:—Hon. Mr. W. Chat- 
ham, C.M.G., Meesrs. J. B. M. Smith, Robert 
Shewan, T. F. Hough, C. H. Ross, R: Mitchell, 
W. C.-dack, W. Armstrong, Murray Stewart, 
A. 8. Fraser, D.'R. Law, J. C.. Peter, Hon. Mr. 
A. M. Thomson, Mr. E. Ormiston, and Capt. 
Campbell Heathcote, A.D.C. ; 


Decoration Committee :—Messrs. J.I. Andrew - 


(Convener); A. M. Marshall, R. Mitchell, G. 
Duncan, G. Grant, W. H. Donald, J. Walker, 
O. D. Thomgon, H. 8. Wynne, R. Dickson, and 
Hon. Secretary. ere : 

Supper and Wines Commitee :—Measrs. J.D. 
Auld, H.M. Bain, W. D. Braidwood, A Bryson, 
H. F. Campbell (Convener), H. F. Carmichael: 
Capt. J. Douglas, Messrs. W. D.-Graham, J. 
Hall, J. D: Logan, D. MoDonald,, A. V. Monk, 
A.C. More, J. Patterson, A. Rodger, 8. Bi C. 
Ross, E. Grant Smith, G. Morton Smith, | A. 
T. Walker, W. Wilson, and Hon. Secretary. 

Dancing and Music Committee—Messrs. C. 
H. Ross (Convener), W. Armstrong, Murray 
. C. Bailey, A, Sinclair, A. 8. 
Fraser, W. L. Carter, T. Skinner, E. F. Mac. 
Kay, C. G. Mackie, Capt. Campbell Heathcote 
and Hon. Secretary. a 

Card Room Committee :—Messrs. G. G. D. 
Forsyth, J. W. C. Bonnar, (Convener), W.N. 


Fleming, J. McCubbin and R. R. Hynd. 


Ladies’ Room Committee—Dr. C. Forsyth 

(Convener) and Mr. Jas. D. Auld. 
THE DANCE. 

Cruests began to arrive shortly before nine 
o'clock aad a steady stream continued for soma 
time later: It was estimated that fully 1,300 
people were present, quite as large, if not a larger, 
nomber than 
easily apparent there was no falli 
popularity of this function. 


off in tha 
course it wag 


at previous balls, so that it was - 


* 
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Poe Even ‘then the secommodation was 
-Emited, but as the cee good humonr : in 
etract from the general 


iness, 

Pr. the Governor was met at the en- 
trance by “Chief” Chatham and members of 
the General Committee and piped to the entrance 
of St. Andrew's Hall, when the band played 
the National Anthem. Dancing commenced |i 


peoveued nothing could 


Lancers. The official set was composed of 
His Excellency the Governor and Mrs. Chatham ; 
tee. W. Chatham, C.M.G., Pre- 
sident, and Mrs. Lyon; H.E. Hon. Sir Hedworth | lang syne. — 
Lambton, K.C.V.0.,.K.C.B. and Mra. Smith ; 
Mr. J. R. M. Smith, and Mrs. May; Mr. T. F. 
Hough, and Mrs. Gresson ; H. E. Major-General 
RB. G. Broadwood, C.B. and . Peter; Com- 
modore Herbert Lyons and . MacKay; Mr. |. 


Honourable. 


Murray Stewart and Mrs. Ormiston. 


The pipers of the H.K.8.B.B.G.A. played 
the music for the Strathspey and reel and the 


Caledonians. 
The programme was as follows : 
ID, Exrea Watrtz. 


1. Lanoers. . 12. Two Step. 

2 Waltz... §«-13. Waltz, 
3. Caledonians. 14.-Eightsome Reel. 
4, Waltz. 15. Polka 


‘5. Hightsomes Reel. 16. Strathspey and Reel. 
£6. Two Step. 17. anes schottische. 
i ed 


7. Caledonians. 18. Caledonians. 
8. Strathspey & Reel. 19, Eightsome Reel: 
9. Waltz. ° 20. Waltz. © 

10. Two Step. 21. Two Btep. 

11. Waltz. | 22. Waltz and Galop. 


A number of “extras” were introduced and 
ing was brought to a close about three 


o'clock this morning. 
: FHE SUPPER, 


mad, 
from St. George's Hall ta the 


G. C. Bailey. In addition to those who took 
in the official set the party included Hon. 

: - and Mrs. Atkinson. 

Hon. Mr. W. Rees Davies and Mrs. Jack. 
‘ Hon. Sir C. P. Chater, C.M.G.,and Mrs. Lethem 


Lethem and Mrs. Chamier. Mr. W. C. Jaok 
and. Mrs. Stewart. Sir Francis Lovell and 


Mrs. J. W. C. Bonnar. 


During supper, the President or Chieftain 
roposed “ The King,’ which having been 
onoured was followed by the toast “Tho pious | to 


memory of St. Andrew.” 


Hon. Mr. CHaruam in proposing this said— 
Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gontlemen, It 


Plays so important a part in all matters, 
social and otherwise. Scotsmen have ever 
Played an important part in local affairs 

our gathering here to-night is a 


an 
‘proof that our Society maintains its 
vigour and that its-members continue to 


& power in the Colody, (Applause). There is Scota 


a prevalent idea abroad that Scotsmen are some- 


example of our humble oountrywoman in 
entertaining you here to-night, but presume it 
is unnecessary for me to repeat her kindly 
words of encouragement. In the ordi 

course of events, we must fall aside but I feel 
sure F am echoing the wiah of all members whan 
J say;—Long may our St. Andrew's Society 


apossible that that number could dance at one 
ay but the attractions of the card room and | be 

e good company and good wine downstairs 
drew many from the scene of the more active 


tinue to flourish an 
able to say in the 
ood tae think that I’ 


The toast havin 


d may its members ever 
ords of the poet “I'm 
m a Scotsman. born.” 


g been drunk in silence, the 
ceremony of bringing in the ha 
played in the haggis, 


Was 
in front of the Chi 


an interesting ‘document, but 
"a cup o'kindness yet, for auld 


“Some hae meat and canna eat, 
And some wad eat that want it ; - 
But we hse meat and we can eat, 

And sae the Lord be thankit. 


.1.—Saddle of Mutton 
.3.—York.-Ham 
5.—Corned Beef 
7. — Pate de Fo 
8.—Chicken Salad 
10.—THE HAGazs. 


2.—Roast Turkey 
4.—Roast Capon 


io Gras in Jelly 
9.—Hot Potatoes 


ar honest sonse face, ° 
in o° the puddin’ race, 
Aboon them a’ ye tak your place." 


“ Freedom and whisky gang the gither. Tak 
| oF 


11.—Goosebery 
13.—Blanc Mange 14.—Vanilla Ice Cream 
; 15.—Chocolate Ice Cream. 


xe the eighth dance an adjournment was 
C) 


or supper, which, as usual, was served in 
two relays. The President's P seabed was piped 


‘‘ Breathes there the m 
Who never to himself 
‘ This is my own, my native land,’ 

Whose heart hath ne'er within him burn'd 
As home his footsteps he hath turn‘d 
From wandering on a foreign strand!” 


an with soul so dead 


The Chieftain read his o 
Scots telegram to Brither 
Manila, Foochow, 
Penang, Amoy, Shanghai, Yoko 
and Nagasaki, as follows :-— 

Chief Chatham and Ho 
brither Scots. David W 
The following replies 
G. C. Anderson, past presi 
Hon. W. Chatham, C 
Hongkong 8. Andrew's 
Chieftain, Scotland for ev 


wn and Hongkong 
Scots of Tientsin, 


ngkong Scots greet 
ood, hon secretary. 


dent of the Society, 
-M.G., President of 
Society—Hail to the 


fsMaclaren and f 


earty greetings from 
Brither Scots at Wei Hai Wei. Lockhart, 


“ President St. Andrew's 
Greetings frae Singapore 


. © President -St. 
Hongkong, Greetings frae Brither 


Greetings were'also 

Amoy and Soerabaia. 

THE DRESSES. 

The dresses of the ladies w 

ple. There were 
Directo 


received from Tientain, 


ere very pretty and 
a few Grecian, Em- 
ire gowns in evidence, all very ° 


men was not so sombre as usual. 
POPE'S SACERDOTAL JUBILEE. 


To celebrate the sacerdotal-jubilee of His Holi- 
ness Pope Fiat X, the members of the Catholio 
Union held‘a li rary and musical festival in the 
hall of their Club on ek evening. The red 
Chinese lanterns which lig 
of the building were tasteful. atranged, and © 
showed Mr. J. M. de (raca's scheme 
of Peete ta to gov ee entrance 
to the. was a pretty arbor. of greenery, 
and above the door wag an illuminated 
portrait of the -Pope, the akilful work of Mr, 
M. A.+ Baptista. This waa draped by the 
crossed flags of England and Portagal. Thea 
Pontificial Arms. above the entrance to the 
Union grounds was also the work of this gentle- 
man. Needless to say, there was a very large 
attendance which included His Excellency the 
Governor, who was accompanied by Captain 
Simson, A.D.C., and Mr, J. Brackenbury 
(Private Secretary). There were also present 
H. E. General Broadwood, Admiral Lambton, 
Commodore, Mrs. and Miss Lyons, the Hon. Mr. 
W. Rees Davies, K.C. (Attorney-General) and 
Hon, Mr. E. A. Hewett. * . 

The evening's programme contained addreasea 
in sixteen different languages, many of which 
were Oriental, even the Thibetan tongue being 
included. This is eloquent testimony of the 
expansion of the Catholio faith, and a brilliant 
advertisement of the energy of its Apostles in 
seeking new fields in which to sow the geet 
of Catholicism among unbelievers. Although: 
in most instances the large audience listened 
to orations in unknown tongues, they were 
enabled always to follow the meaning of a - 
speaker's address by reason of the pious eyed 
which he turned in the direction of a picture of 
the Pope standing on the stage, and as each 


| speaker concluded with blessings on the head of 


the Holy Father the hall rang with applause. - 

The musical part of the programme opened 
with Wagner's grand march “ Tannhaiiser ” 
which was skilfully played by the orchestra of 
the Sociedade Philarmonica. Then a number 
of the pupils of the Italian Convent ane & 
“HA to the Pope,” appreciative applause 
followin them off the stage. Mme. A. P. 
Marty pleased with her song “ Bouvenez-vous,” 
and Mrs. A. E. 8. Alves gave ‘an excellent 
rendering on the piano of ‘Rondo Capricioso.” 
Miss Angela Alves earned a well merited encore 
for her ne of “Salve Maria,” and Mias 
Edith de Carvalho's beautiful voice was heard 
to advantage in the song “ Inflammatus.” 
The piano duet “Beatrice di Tenda” was 
skilfully played by thei Misses Ah Wee and 
Best, and Mr. A.N. Clothier received an ova- 
tion for his singing of ‘“‘ Pro Peccatis.” Mr. F. 


panied by the Sociedade Philarmonica's orches- 
tra. The committee of the festival were very: 
libetal with bouquets, each lady wh sane 

dpaecatel with ona. ‘The a0 


and Messrs. KE. Danenberg, A. V. da Silva and 
M. Gallauazi. The festival closed with a stansa 
of the National Anthem 


Mr. John Barrett, director of the Interna- 
tional Bureauof South American Republics, said 
that the 6,000,000 inhabitants of the Argentine 
Republic did a bigger foreign trade last year 
than did China, with 300,000,000 inhabitanta, 
and Japan, with 50,000,000 combined. If 
United States had spent one tenth of what 
did in the Orient America would have got it 
back twenty times. Japan is doing more to - 
familiarise itself with the west coasts of Central . 
and South America, and to develop commerce 
with it, than is the United States. \ 
Americans think there is nothing in Central an 
South America but- revolutions, and are ne- 
lecting the opportunity which Japan and . 


ETAT. A Ser 


PUBLIC COMPANIES. 


se pg athe: 
DAIRY FARM 

Two extraordinary general meetings of 
shareholders in the above company were held on 
Deo, lst at the offices. Mr. E. H. Hinds presided 
and there were present Dr. J. Noble (director). 
Jas. Walker (manager), 8. A. Seth (secretary), 
J. M. E. Machado, and Chan Tong. 

At the first meeting, which was opened at 
12.30, the Secretary read the notice which 
stated that the meeting was called to confirm the 


subjoined resolutions, which were passed at the 
Extraordinary General Meeting of the Com- 


COMPANY. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND . 
THE EWO SPINNING & WEAVING) 
CO., LTD. ss 


are unable to recommend payment of 
a dividend. Complaints were made last year by 
some of our friends that this was not done, and 
on the other hand we received criticism for not 
having written off anything for depreciation of 
our plant. The soundness of this criticism has 
been impressed upon us, especially in compar- 
ing, as far as published acccounts allow, the sum 
we have thus assigned in past years with the 
similar assignments by our competitors. No 
sounder basis for this may be takén than the 
cost per spindle of equipment. that being ‘the 
basis of earning power. Now we have 
found that in is respect at least one of 
our competitors has had somewhat of an 
advantage, which will be righted if you 


(December 1, i90e 


The report for presentation at the thirteenth 
ordinary meeting of shareholders to be held at 
the offices of the General Managers, Shanghai 
on Tuesday, 15th December, 1908, at 11 a.m. 
is as follows :— 

The General Managers submit a statement of 
accounts to 31st October, 1908, showing the 
result of twelve months’ working to that date. 

The balance at credit of profit and loss is 
Tis. 110,109.42, which it is proposed to deal with 
as follows :— 


To pay a dividend of Tis. 5.00 per 


pany held on the 17th day of November last: adopt the recommendations put before you share on 15,000 shares ............ 75,000.00 
1. “That the Capital of the Company be | i2 the Report. At the same {ime share- | To place to repairs and renewals 

increased by the sum of $112,500 divided into | holders will note with no little satisfaction that account ........ ee cecceeccecceceueeeecs 25,000.00 

15,000 shares of $7.50 each and that the when our Reserve Fund is taken into considera- | To write off furniture account........ 1,289.09 


Directors be authorised to allot such shares pro 
rata among the existing shareholders according 
to the number of shares in respect of which they 
may, on the 27th day of October, 1908, be 
registered, in the proportion of three new shares 
for each complete lot of five shares held by them 
on that date and that any of such new shares. 
remaining over after such allotment shall be 
dealt with by the Directors in their discretion.” 
- 2. That the Articles of Association of the 
Company be altered by deleting paragraph 2 
of Article [X and by substituting therefor the 
following :—‘ 2. The Register, or Registers, of 
shareholders and the Register of Transfers may 
be closed for such period or periods and at such 
time or times as the Directors may think fit, but 
the period or periods of such closure shal) not 
exceed in the whole 30 days in any one year.’ 

The CHAIRMAN—There is nothing for me 
to add to the notice, I simply propose the first 
resolution. ; 

Mr. MacHapo seconded, and the ‘resolution 
was carried. ; 

The second resolution was also carried on the 
motion of the CHAIRMAN seconded by Mr. 
Cuan Tona. 

The CoarrmMan—That closes this meeting, I 
shall be pleased if you will stay for the next 
meeting. 

The attendance was the same at the second 
meeting which was called for the purpose of 
considering and, if thought fit, passing the 
following Extraordinary Resolution :—“ That 
the Directors be authorised to declare a bonus 
or dividend out of the Reserve and Cattle 
Reserve Funds or out of the accumulated profits 
of the Company sufficient to pay a call of $6.00 
per share upon the New. Capital already 
authorised to be raised by Special Resolution 
and that such bonus ‘or dividend be appropriated 
for the purpose of paying such call. 

The CuaigMANn proposed that the resolution 
be approved, which was seconded by Mr. 
MacHapo, and carried. 

The CHAIRMAN—That concludes the meeting, 
gentlemen. Thank you for your attendance. 


THE INTERNATIONAL COTTON 
MANUFACTURING CO., LD. 


cc 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


The thirteenth annual meeting of the above 
company was held at 15 Szechuen Road Shang- 
hai on afternoon the 25th ult. There were 
present: Messrs. J. F. Seaman, A. Hide, and 
H. De Gray (Directors), G. Wuilleumier 
(Secretary) W. C. Wood, Leng Ming-yue, J. N. 


_ Jameson, J. M. Young, K. W, Campbell, H, J. 


Clark, W,G. Pirie, J. L. Carneiro, B. Rosen- 
baum, and L. J. Cubitt, representing 3,115 
shares. 

In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Rayner, 
the Chair was taken by Mr. J. F. Seagon. 


a eR a a I eS ee a TY 


| De Gray to the 


tion and added to the amounts already set aside 
for depreciation, the total compares favourably 
with that of any of our competitors. As ex- 
planation of the small profit on the year's 
working we have only the well-worn reason of 
general trade depression to offer. It was this 
general depression which caused your Directors 
to meet the market as soon as any inquiry for 
yarn showed itself, which was the case 
during the latter half of the period under 
review, and in the light of subsequent 
events it would have been more remunerative 
to have held on to our rather than tg 
have sold readily. On the other hand, b 

adopting-the less speculative policy, your mi 

has been kept continuously at work, A con- 
siderable decrease is noticeable in the still heavy 
item of interest, and for the first time in the 
history of the Company your directors are able 
to place before you accounts which show a clean 
sheet as regards our bank overdraft. 
not mean that we are not still dependent on 
banking facilities for the handling of the raw 
material pending realization of its product, 
but it shows some progress made towards 
the attainment of that end. and is the 
direct result of the conservation policy you 
have adopted in the past with respect to the 
disposal of profits, a policy which your directors 
cannot too strongly recommend you steadfastly 
to maintain. I have only to add that the mill 
has been maintained in complete repair and 
efficiency and no untoward occurrences have 
transpired. Should any shareholder present 
desire information. on any point of interest, I 
should be happy to satisfy him, if within my 
power. 

There being no questions, the following 
resolutions were put to the meeting and adopted 
nem. dis. 

Proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Mr. 
Hide: That the report and accounts for the 
year ending September 30, 1908, be accepted 
and passed. 

Proposed by Mr. Hide, seconded by the 
Chairman: That the election of Mr, Harry 
Board of Directors be 
confirmed. 

Proposed by Mr. Hide, seconded by Mr. de 
Gray: That Mr. J. F. Seaman be re-elected a 
director of the company. 

Proposed by Mr. J. N. Jameson, seconded by 
Mr. J.M. Young: That Messrs. A. R. Leake 
& Co., Chartered Accountants, be re-elected 
auditors for the current year. 

Before the meeting terminated the Chairman 
remarked that the Secretary had prepared a 
comparative table of the net profit of local cotton 
mills for the past seven years, excluding this 
year, from the published accounts, and the In. 
ternational Cotton Manufacturing Co. was 


second on the list—very slightly second. He |. 


thought that that was a satisfactory showing 
under the circumstances. In conclusion he ex- 


pressed the hope that there would be better 


The Chairman,—Gentlemen, I must express | results next year.—N.C.D,N. 


regret that the absence of our Chairman, Mr. 
Rayner, on sick leave, again necessitates my 
occupying his place. We expected that he 
would have returned in time for this meeting 
and we have promise that he will be with us 
during the next month; meanwhile we have 
assurance that he fully concurs in the action we 
have recommended in dealing with the sum at 
credit of profit and loss. The report and accounts 
have been wih you for some days and with your 
permission I shall assume that they have been 
read. It is, of course, a disappointment that we 


4 


en 


The Hankow race meeting was favoured 
with glorious weather and excellent sport was 
witnessed. The race for the champion sweep- 
stakes was won by Mr. Reynell’s * Heraldic ~ 
(for the third time) Springfield up. The 
“big sweep" proved a record for Hankow, 
the total amounting to nearly $5,000. Mr. 
Danby of Chinkiang drew the winning pony 
The “ Heraldic” is to run at the Foochow 
races. This pony won five races at Hankow. 


This does 


AD, OER 


To carry forward to new account...... . 8,820.39 
Ts. 110,109.42 


During the year the sum of Tis. 15,574.53 has 
been expended on special repairs and renewals 
out of the amount of Ts. 45,939.90 set aside for 
that purpose in 1905. 

. CONSULTING COMMITTER. 

On his ccparture for Europe, Mr. BE. E. Clark 
resigned his seat on the Committee and Mr. P. 
F. Lavers waslinvited to fill the vacancy. - 

In accordance with Article XVII, the Mem. 
bers of the Consulting Committee retire, but all 
are eligible and offer themselves for re-election. 

AUDITOR. 

Mr. G. BR. Wingrove has audited the Com- 
pany's Accounts and his re-election requires the 
confirmation of the shareholders. 

JARDINE, MatHrson & Co., LtD., 
General Managers. 
Shanghai, 20th November, 1908. 


THE NATIONAL MOURNING. 


All the yamens in Peking have stopped work 
for 27 days until the end of the official mourn- 
ing period. Max 

A recént edict prohibited the Provincisl 
Authorities from coming to the Capital to visit 
the Imperial coffins. e Grand Council has 
however, decided to make an exception in favour 
of the officials of Chihli Province. 

Certain high official proposed the postpone- 
ment of the military manwuvres. H. EH. Yuan 
Shih ixai objected stating that such an act 
would alarm the populace unnecessarily and a 
resolution was accordingt} passed that the 
manceuvres should continue. 


-.The Board of Communications at Peking has . 


issued a notice to the effect that all letters and 
parcels sent through the post ‘should be in blue 
covers a8 a sign of the national mourning. - 
One hundred and eigthy Lamas are daily in 
attendance near the co: 
Empress-Dowager, reciting the ritual. They 
are dressed in yellow and stand in double rows. 
The members of the Central Government at 
Peking have been considering the question of 
instituting an Advisory Board to advise the 
Government on all important matters as a preli- 
minary to the establishment of s Parliament. 
The Board is to consist only of high officials of 
the first rank but there.is no limit to their num- 
ber. The gréat majority of the members of the 
Government are in favour of the proposal. ~ 


REBEL CHIEF KILLED. 


GOVERNMENT PAs £10,000 REWARD. 


The Viceroy of Canton has been informed 
by telegram that the Rebel Chief, Wong Wo 
Shun, has been killed by several of his comrades 
who having surrendered and sworn allegiance to 
the Chinese Government, declared at the same 
time their willingness to capture their -Chief. 
Wong Wo Shun’s head was produced and 
identified by several military officialsi The 
Kwangsi Governor requests His Excellency to 
remit $10,000 reward to Taotais Koong and 
Kwok of Lim-chow Prefecture for distribution 
amongst those who took part in the capture 
of the notorious brigand: Chief. Wong Wo 
Shun had long been an object of terror to the 
inhabitants and a constant source of un 
easiness to the officials in Kwangzi. 


~ 


of the Emperor and | 


Lewy CH GL 
ne sa io » 3 


tak 


4 


« 


Met tet oe 


_? 


CCFéOERHFHFHRHFHTHFNFCrHOENERmn0xrllroVX— 2 


. After 


‘December 7, 1908-} 
JAPAN, ! 


(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) - 


7 Tokyo, November 20th. 
THE VALUE OF ALLIANCE. 

It says much for the progress of international 
relations-in late years that such a profound event 
a8 has taken place in China‘can be regarded with 
or acted by the political world and that no 
other feeling is aroused but that of pathy 
with the Chinese people. The ‘Aiglod abaniees 
Alliance has been deprecated on many grounds, 
but it is this and like factors which are ensuring 
the peace in China at the present critical time 
and which enable the Foreign Offices, in Tokyo 
particularly, to take such a calm view of the 
situation. Yet the news of the death of the 
Empress Dowager and Emperor, followed by the 
most sensational reporta of suicide and murder 
at the Peking Court, had a most disturbing 
effect in this country, notably on the stock 
market. The market of late months been 
most buoyant, but immediately events at Peking 
were known there was a collapse and there will 
-be no revival until all danger of economic or 
other troubles arising in China is past. 

THE CHINESE IN TOKYO. 

When the report of the Imperial demise 

was confirmed the Chinese Minister in Tokyo 


_issued instructions to his nationals as to 


the observation of a period of mourning, 
which was fixed at a hundred days for official 
and ibe Bahl days for private persons. 
Further, the officials were forbidden to shave 
during that period, while the thousands of 
Chinese students in Tokyo were given six days’ 
leave by order of the Minister for Education be 
purpose of mourning. After the details of 
death had been received from the Peking court 
a solemn religious service was -held at the 
Legation, according to Lama rites, at which only 
Chinese were present, all dreased with the 
utmost plainness. 
JAPANESE COMMENT. 

Papers of all opinions in Tokyo pay tribute 
to the remarkable qualities of the Empress 
Dowager and praise the promptness of the 
faction which has proclai & successor to the 
throne and by avoiding any factional strife on 
this head stifled incipient rebellion. The 
Foreign Office took the earliest opportunity of 
assuring the Press that there was very little 
likelihood of any trouble arising, 6wing to the 
election of an heir to the throne and the un- 
animity of able statesmen. It is predicted that 
Yuan Shih-kai and his supporters will throw in 
their lot with the faction of the Regent and 
assist in the healthful development of -national 

i One of the Japanese authorities on 
China, Mr. Inukai, M.P., is of opinion that the 
death of the Dowager Empress means nothing 
more than the shifting of the political centre 
and that there is vary little likelihood of any 


- revolutionary rising, which is more generally 


due to famine canses and not to events 
such as the present. Count Okuma does 
not entertain such optimistic views, judg- 
ing by an imterview. appearing in the Hochz. 
referring to the fact that Yuan 
Shih-kai will not easily resign himself to 
the loss of mili power, the Connt indicates 
that he will be a di bing factor, and, should 
the struggle for political power continue, it will 
have pernicious effects on the internal admini- 
stration, which in turn will plant the seed of 
diplomatic complications. In this possible 
situation Japan's position is the most important. 
She is the leader of the Orient. The Count 
asks :—‘ What was the purpose of the Anglo- 
Japanese AllianceP It was to chastise those 
ambitious nations which might seek to rob 
China of her markets and politically to disturb 
the peace of the East. The object of the alliance 
is to keep China intact. The Franco-Japanese 
and Russo-Japanese agreements had no other 
end in view. . . . What the Japanese 
should-do in the interest of China is to act in 
co-operation with Great Britain, which has 
great influence in China, with the United States, 
Russia, Germany and’ ce and-so study the 
country's progress and ty. It is improper 
for Japan to act fingle-handed, by so doing 
exciting the suspicions of the Powers, but she 
must by all means take the lead in advocating 
the preservation of the peace and security of the 
Chinese Empire.” - st 
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FOREIGN FEARS. 

While such views are expressed here, it is 
evident from forei telegrams that there 
are fears abroad. e Foreign Office yester- 
day formally’ denied that Japan is or 
has been in negotiation with the United States 
poke China and Manchuria. But an 
official telegram from Berlin is persistent in the 
report, saying that “ Negotiations as to dynastic 
changes in China and on the Manchurian 

uestion are taking place at New York between 

r. Root, Secretary of State, and Mr. Takahira, 
Japanese Ambassador to the United States.” 
Both Washington and Tokyo have denied that 
any negotiations are going on: if it was so, it 
would rather indicate that after all Japan is the 
real Power in China, much as some would deny 
her the possession of such influence. 

MISSION OF THE PRESS. 

The Seiko Kaisha Club. consisting of mem. 
bers of the Tokyo Press, have passed a resolution 
and forwarded it to the Chinese Legation and 
Foreign Office expressing profound sympathy 
with the Imperial Family and nation of China. 
Such active participation in affairs, high and 
low, of Japanese newspapermen is one of the 
characteristics of the people that first strike the 
Englishman. The British conception of the 
function of a newspaperman is that his work is 
confined to observing, reporting and criticising 
current events, but here one often reads reports 
that those invited included “ Ministers of State, 
etc., etc.. journalists and other prominent persons ™ 
or “speeches were delivered by so and so and 
several journalists.” So the journalist occupies a 
dual role. He does ndt attend a meeting as an 
observer who ig to report his observations with 
as much impartiality as possible, but as a 
member of the meeting, having the additional 
duty to perfoyo wu reporting what takes place, 
including the part he took in the affair! This 
idea is carried to extreme lengths. During the 
recent excitement over the abolition of the pari 
mutuel a reporter went to an indignation meet- 
ing and returned to his office without any report. 
He thought the meeting was not worth report. 
ing as what the members had said was nonsense! 
This conception wou'd be a novel surprise for an 
editor at home, but shikataganai, we-are in 
Japan ! 

PRECEPT AND PRACTICE. 

The recent Imperial rescript urging economy 
and plain living on the part of the Japanese 
people, together with Ministerial injunctions to 
the same effect, have doubtless made the impres- 
sion they were calculated to make upon the 
nation, but while the Government is thus ahrious 
to prevent the growth of luxury and waste and 
develop the national resources, the authoritiea, 
high and low, are too.apt to limit the application 
of the Emperor's wise words to the people 
generally and not to apply them to the guidance 
of their own official acts. is is shown in the 
desire for fine buildings and other things not 
strictly necessary and for which the public purse 
cannot afford to-pay. The Government set a bad 


countries. Judging by the specimens of native 
“foreign arcitectare” in the ai land 
numerous buildings that are a 
in the suburbs of Tokyo one would fink 
there was a splendid field here for the fo 
architect, but perhaps the poor fellow d 
not even earn a living. The Japanese can, of 
course, please themselves as to the style of their 
buildings, but it would bea national misfortune 
to commit the cometencean of a new Diet to any 
architect who is blind to the defects of 
representative buildings in Tokyo to-day. And 
I am now referring only to outside appearances. 
Unfortunately the tendency to things forei 
is not diminished, but the usual result of the 
mixtare of “Japanese and foreign ideas in 
architecture can only be deactibed ag ‘bar’ 
and brings into stronger relief the beauties of 
the pure native style, destined to languish in 
isolation, if not decay. 2 

DR. SVEN HEDIN. 

As usual, when a man of note visits: these 
shores he is given a welcome of a more or less 
official character and lionised at receptions 
Dr. 8ven Hedin, who is to write a book on his 
travels, is no exception, and at schools, legations 
and,other places in Tokyo he is the hero of the 
hour. Doubtless the Japanese feel epecial 
interest in his work, the exploration of ibet. . 
The Geographical Society have marked thoir' 
appreciation of his services by presenting him 
with a gold medal, the only one ever struck by 
the society, with the exception of a silver medal 
presented to the explorer Baron Morden Skidld 
the compatriot of Hedin. It is a coincidence 
that the only men so honoured by the society 
Should both be Swedish. Dr. Hedin has been 
busy addressing the students of the universities — 
and has been equally entertaining to folks of 
older growth. TLe distinguished explorer will 
be honoured by the Emperor before he leaves 
Japan. . 


SERLOUS RIOT IN FATSHAN. 


A riot of a rather serious nature occurred in - 
Fatshan on Nov.27. It originated through the 

lice arresting a monk who recently declared. 
imself before the public to be a living Buddha 
and has been ngesahing his doctrine and selling 
charms in the streets in Fatshan during the 
last two or three weeks. He professed to be 
capable of performing miracles and healing all 
kinds of diseases. Many ignorant men and 
women, believing in his power to heal, have 
even pawned their clothing to purchase his 
charms. The local Press have published several 
articles pointing out to the public the pre- 
posterous character of the monk’s professions, 
and exhorted the people not to waste their money 
in purchasing his charms nor to believe in the 
monk's healing power.’ But the igorant class 
did not heed the ‘advice. Finally .an 
officer of No 1 Police Station in Fa 
who could not any longer tolerate this rob- 
bing the poor people of their hard-earned wages, 


example recently in dispatching an official of the | or the impudence of the monk in. raising the 


Diet to inspect the parliamentary buildings and 


price of the charms on account of the daily 


systems of other countrieg, the object being the ; increase of demand for them caused the monk to 
erection, ultimately, of buildings on a grander | be arrested and sent him over to the Head Police 


scale than those now used by the legislators. 
From two points of view this scheme is a bad 


| 


Station in Canton to be tried and punished. Short- 
ly after the arrest was made a mob of over 1,000 


one. Not to dwell upon financial reasons, from | men and women went to Nol Police Station 


the point of view of the needs of the nation it 
is not required. Seemingly the same sort of 
vanity has dictated the scheme pia ae a 
man to purchase a motor car who ot afford 


and demanded the monk's release. The 
police refused and were pelted with stonés by 
the monks supporters. Several arrests were 
made. This incensed the people and a riot 


it. If there is one thing that truly representa | ensued in the course of which the station and 


the Japanese nation, it is its Diet building— 


architecturally simple and internally com, | Police 8 


all the furniture were wrecked and the Chief 
ion in Fatahan was saved only in 


modious and comfortable. There is scarcely | the nick (of time by the arrivals of reinforce- 


another foreign building in the capital that | ments 


der the command of the Kwang 


does not present glaring faults of architecture | Chow General Woo Ling Sheun. 


and leads one to the conclusion that the Japanese 
architect will never succeed in presenting a 
’ dignified front elevation in foreign construction. 
All styles of architecture are jumbled together 
in a most ludicrous way in many of the large 
buildings of Tokyo, chiefly commercial, sug- 
gesting a picture of the sublimely unsympathe- 
tic ppaaag enh deer amid, eS of 
magnificent Gothic piles, gems o: maissance 
architecture, Roman columns-and Corinthian 
decorations. And he industriously produces 
his building, to the admiration of the native 
populace, but which will remain a perpetual 
eyesore to all those who have any conception of 
style or purity of style as understood in other 


IMPERIAL EDICTS. 


In rse to a memorial presented by the 
Board of Rites, an Imperial Edict was issned 
on the 28th. inst. notifying that the reign title 
will be Siin Teung from the commencement of 
the next Chinese year: : ‘ 

The official Geomanocer has sel the 9th. 
day of the 11th moon (December 2nd) asa lucky - 
day for the acceasion, ‘which will take place at 
noon. . : . 

ra lao sxmrunoes we t = state of the: 
late rees Dowager at Wong palace and’ 
gives dinsetions regarding memorial services. *~ 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
-. CHINA. 


MEETING AT SHANGHAI. 


A special meeting of members of the American 
Association of China was held at No. 1 Yuen- 

i Road 8 hai on November 24th. 
Mr. Murray Warner presided and there were 
over eighty members present. 

At the outset the question was raised as to 
whether the representatives of the Press should 
be excluded. A vote was taken on a motion to 
exolude the reporters. The motion was rejected, 
smidst loud applause, by an overwhelming 


ar Sa 

Dr. GouBERT Rerp, as chairman’ of the Sub- 
Committee appointed to obtain the views of 
Americans in China as well as these of members 
of the Association in Shanghai, moved the 
adoption of four. resolutions which had been 
circulated and which, he said, were a summary 
of the wishes expressed. Dr. Reid suggested 
certain alterations in the resolutions as they 
then read as follows :— 

Resolution No. 1.—Resolved that the 
American Association of China, convened at 
special meeting, does hereby express thanks and 
appreciation for the interest manifested by the 
Department of State and by Congress in con- 
sidering and forwarding suitable legislation for 
the United States Court for China; and does 
petition them to continue their efforts until 
suitable legislation is enacted, 

Resolution No. 2—Whereas the right of 
Trial by Jury is one granted to American 
citizens under the Constitution of the United 
States ; and i 

Wheras of such Americans in China as have 
made known their wishes, in response to'a 
printed circular, nearly eighty per cent. have 
expressed preference for a jury trial, or some- 
thing similar thereto as shee than a trial by 
one man; - y 
_ Therefore, be it resolved that we ask that 
such provision be made in future legislation as 
will secure to Americans, in both civil and 
criminal cases, the option of being tried with or 
without a jury of, five, or, should it be deemed 
preferable, by a similar number called Assessors, 
who shall, however, be the sole judges of the 
facta in each case. 

Resolution No. 3— Whereas, the power vested 
ina Grand Jury for the Courts of the United 
States should be vested, for the just treatment 
of Americans in China, in some United States 
Officer : 

Therefore, be it resolved that we request that the 
Magistrate of the Consular Court in each Con- 
sular District, in conducting a private investi- 
gation of crime, shall have power to subpwna 
witnesses, administer oaths, and that said 
officer, with the District Attorney, shall 
examine the witnesses and determine whether 
& prima facte case of guilt has been 
established mpon the evidence, before a Bill 
of Information can be filed bythe District 
Attorney. 

Resolution No. 4.—Resolved that it is the 
opinion of the American Association of China 
that the Consul-General of the United States at 
Shanghai should be relieved of all judicial duties, 


’ and that the Vice-Consul-General or some other 


office? of this Consulate-General should perform 
the judicial duties now devolving upon the 
Consul-General under the Law. 

Mr. J. N. JAMESON seconded. 

Dr. REx explained that the resolutions had 
been drawn up with a view to meeting the 


. Wishes of all. With regard to Resolution No. 1 


they all appreciated what had been done by the 
Secretary of the State Department. Mr. Bacon 
and Mr. Wilson, who were associated with him 
had undertaken to have a proper bill introduced 
into Congress. Mr. Edwin Denby also took a 
great interest-in China and Senator Lodge 
had helped ‘on legislation for Americans in 
China and the formation of the Court which 
had been already established. As regarded 
Resolution No. 2 this was a proposition of 
secommodation.and mutual magnanimity. He 
thought the majority preferred the introduction 
of'a modification of the jury system in the 
Court in Chins; while the minority had a prefe- 
rence for Assessors. Both of these wishes 
kad beer included in order that by 


mutual sgoommodation they could secure a 


_ against it. 


1 AY SOE LIS EE TO UNTER me 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND | 3 1B 
.| of Americans resident’ in China: Resolved 


resolution which could be adopted by all. Dr. 
Reid then went into the merits of the juy 
m and also of the sitting of Assessors wi 

eo Judge. He said the jury system was a part 
of their national life, it was inherent in the 
races to which they belonged as Anglo-Saxons 
or Teutons. Dr. Reid quoted from Blackstone 
on {ial by jury and referred to the Constitution 
of the United States and separate States, reading 
extracts from the Constitution of the United 
States and then from an article on jury trial 
published in the ‘‘ North American Review.” 
Referring fo the question of Assessors the 
speaker dealt with the Memorial sent to the 
President last year by the Association and to 
the Bills y drawn up‘dealing with the 
matter. There was a good deal to be said both 
for and against having Assessors and Dr. Reid 
related the views of those who supported a system 
of Assessors and the reasons why others were 
He laid great emphasis on the word 
“option” by an accused person of being tried 
without a jury or Assessors. The resolution 
left it ag an option for the citizens of the United 
States to say whether they should have a trial 


by a jury or not. There was nothing in the. 


constitution of the United States to prevent a 
man being tried by a jury. : 

It was not a question whether the Judge 
here wanted a jury or not, but it was a question 
for the American citizens to say, if they were 
accused, whether they would be tried with a 
jury, or by the Judge with Assessors. With 
regard to the third resolution the question was 
considered by a sub-Committee of Foreign 
Affairs in the House of Representatives. Both 
Mr. Denby and Mr. Fessenden seemed to think 
that something should be done, not to 
take away-th+s power of the District Attor- 
ney in securing this preliminary evidence, but 
to check it, so it was yecommended that 
there should be some other officer -of the 
Consulate at Shanghai or any other part, who 
should have this power to subpoena witnesses, 
administer oaths and he and the District 
Attorney decide whether a prima facte case of 

it had been established, before a Bill of In- 
ormation could be filed by the District Attorney. 
This was simply to preserve the rights of every 
American citizen in these investigations made 
in secret. Resolution No. 4 expressed a view 
which was not the view which was taken by the 


Executive Committee last year. An Assistant: 


Judge had not been appointed and might not 
be appointed. The Consular Court should be 
distinct from the 
appeals might be made from the lower Court to 
the higher court, but not having the same 
officers sitting in both Courts. They were all 
agreed that the Consul-General should be 
relieved of his judicial duties, and they memoria- 
lized that some other officer in the Consulate- 
General, preferably a Vice-Consul, should act 
asa Magistrate in this preliminary or Police 
Court. He was personally in favour of the 
maintenance of the Cons Court. In con- 
clusion Dr. Reid appealed to the meeting for 
unaninimity of action and said that if they 
could only agree on these matters and have a 
unanimous vote they would help to carry 
through the leglislation they sought in Wash- 


ington. 

Mr. G. E. Tucker moved that the words “ or, 
should it be deemed preferable, by a similar 
number called Assessors,’ be deleted, also the 


word “however,” from paragraph three of 
Resolution No. 2—Dr. W. H. Jerrreys 
seconded, 


Mr. Tucker then explained his reasons for 
proposing the amendment. 

‘Dr. F. L. Hawss Port raised a question of 
privilege and asked that Mr. J. F. be 
allowed to bring forward his substitute motion, 
of which notice had been given, at this stage. 

It was decided to take Mr. Seaman's substitute 
motion which he proposed as follows :— 

Whereas, the iation in November of last 
year addressed to the President and Congress 
of the United States a Memorial “on the nee 


of more complete body of. Laws for Americats 1 


in China, and an American Federal Building 
Shanghai,” and supported the Memorial bys 
Memorandum upon the needs of the Judiciary 
and Consular service in China; and Whereas, 
no action thereon was taken at the last Session 
of Congress, and consequently the situation 
remains unchan to the detriment of the 
efficiency of the public service and the interests 


e 


Superior Court so that } ,ummaril 


(1) That this Association transinit a further 
Memorial to the President and Congress of the 
United States, reiterating the views previously 
expressed, and emphasizing the necessity for the 
adoption and promulgation of a Code of Laws 
for the guidance of the United States Court for | 
China, and the . provision appropriation of 
funds for the purchase of _ for the — Ane 
buildings for:Governmental purposes a‘ 
hai. (2 thee! ith a view to fully acquainting 
the authorities at Washington with the situation 
the issue of the illustrated Journal of the 
Association, Volume II, Number 5, or so much 
thereof as is cognate to the subject, be represented, — 
and that a:copy thereof, together with a of 
these Resolutions and of the Memorial 
to in Resolution I. be transmitted to the Pre- 
sident, to the Secretaries of each Department 
and to every member of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. 

Dr. Hawks Potr seconded. 

These and other amendments were rejected 
and the resolutions, as amended by Mr. Tucker, 
were adopted. ; _ 


THE REVOLUTIONARY OUTBREAK 
, AT ANKING. 


REVOLUTIONARIES BEHEADED AT CHANGSHA. 


The revolutionary outbreak recently reported 
to have broken out at Anking near Nanking 
was speedily quelled by the promptitude of the 
native authorities. o Chinese gunboats were 

uickly near the scene of the disturbance and 

m the river shelled the east fort where five 
hundred revolutionaries were said to be stationed. 
These. were dispersed, with w few casualties, and 
order is now restored. . 

H, M. 8. Flora and Britomart proceeded 
quickly to the scene and stood by to protect the 
lives of foreigners in the neighbourhood. 

H. B. M's. Consul at Kiukiang wired to 
Hankow on the 22nd inst “Telegraph to 
Anking interrupted. H. M.8. Flora reports 
that on the 19th 2,000 Anhui troops revolted 
and tried to seize the city. Four Chinese 
cruisers shelled them out of the East Fort but 
they still invest the north of the city. The 
Captain of H.M.8. Flora is trying to get the 
missionaries, who are safe, sent on boar his 
shi Na 

At Changsha 100 rebels, belonging to the 
“Small Knife” society were captured and 
beheaded. . 

The Viceroy secured the assistance of the 
Hupeh troops in the area of the military 
manoeuvres and three battalions of the Nanking 
division were alse dispatched to the scene. 

A. Shim, Taotai seria Chan, had imported 
a large nomber of itary uniforms : into 
Anking, with the object of capturing the city 
during the Autamn cauvres. The design, 
however, having been betrayed to the anthori- 
ties, he was arrested in a 1 g house, 
together with two accomplices. e arrested 
men have disclosed the names of many more 
conspirators. 


THE KING OF SIAM'S EVENTFUL 
REIGN. 

The foundstion stone of the New Throne 
Hall, Bangkok, was laid by His Majesty, the 
King of Siam, on the 11th instant, in connection 
with the record reign celebrations in Siam. 

In reply to an address presented by the 
Crown Prince, His Majesty said that the 
changes which have taken place during the last 
forty y in Siam are such as even five 
hundred years of our previous national existence 
could not have sccompanied. It makes 
us i happy to think that it is we. 
who ve occupi 
these forty even 
beloved 


or turned enuey: any cirownstance, down to.the 
present day, wi : 

all, that our country and nation have 
the state of advancement and prosperi 
is so evident. These results are. 

a source of deep gratification. 
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INQUIRY AT THE BRITISH 
CONSULATE. 


Our Canton correspondent writes :-— ; 

An enquiry was held onthe Fatshan on the 30th 
ult. into the death of the Chinese passenger who, 
it was alleged, had died as the result of violence at 
the hands of a Portuguese watchman named C. 
Noronha. Besides the British and Chinese 
Authorities, three Doctors, one English, one 
Chinese and one Japancse were present. The 
post-mortem examination, it is stated, revealed 
no marks of violence and the doctors were agreed 
that the man was in a very poor state of health 
and was dying ant (hit co.th was not due ta 
violence. 4 

The Chinese undertakers called in by the Nam- 
hoi Magistrate examined the body of tho deceased 
and have handed in a report which states that 
they found ten marks of violonce on tho body of 
the deceased and declared that death was due 
to violence. It is said that in tho report, the 
undertakers actually stated that certain marks 
on the body of the deceased were caused by 
kicks from a foot. It is marvellous how the 
Chinese undertakers by examining the body 
could state positively that certain marks were 
canst hy eke froma foot. 

CROWN C2 OL Cl ONGEA, 

Mr. W. UW. Fox. UL. Ub. M. Consul?Gencral, 
an inquiry on ‘Tuesday last. Mr. 

J. D. da Ccsta de Moraes. Portuguese Cansul- 

Genoral, Mr. Sit Wing Min. the Viccray’s 

Foreign Deputy and the Nambo: Majristrate 

were present. The manager of Messrs. Butterfield 
and Swire, owners of tho s.s. Fatshan, was also 
present watching the case on behalf of the firm. 

The precise nature of the charge the Consul 
was required to investigate was that a Chinese 
passenger had been kicked to death on tho s.s. 
Fatshan on the night of Novomber 29th. C. de 
Noronha surrendered himself as being the 

’ person referred to in the charge and pleaded 
not guilty. 

Evidence for the prosecution was called :--- 

The first witness was Tam Sheung Po who 
deposed as follows :—I am an iusurance broker 
in Hongkong and was passenger of tho’ s.r. 
Fatshan on the night of the 29th ultimo. I 
heard a great noise amongst the Chinese deck 
passengers, and went down to the lower deck to 
see what was the matter. I saw a man rolling 
about on the floor of the deck in a dying state. 
I did not hear the mau speak. A lot of passen- 
gers were cathered arvund the man and there 
was great confusion. I tried to quiet them 
saying that the matter could be reported to the 
police on arrival in Canton. The man was then 
dead. I could not get near. but heard people 
say the man was dead. I did not see the 
Portuguese watchman. ‘There was too much 
confusion to sce clearly. 

Yeong Wo Kai was the next witness called 
and he made the following siatement:—I live 
in Cho Min Sai Pin Tau in Fatshan. I am 
37 years of age. Iam a rice merchant and was 
one of the deck passeugers by the s.s. Fudshan. 
My shop naine is Hang Tai. I was sitting on 
the floor of the deck close to the deceased doing 
nothing. I saw some Chinese collecting 
passage money. I did not notice the Portuguese 
watchman at that time. They omitted to collect 
passage money from the decoased. Afterwards 
I saw a Portuguese watchman po up ta the 
deceased and call out ‘ Show your ticket” The 
deceased was-then lying down covered with a red 
blanket. I could not see distinctly which way the 
deceased was lying. When the watchman cried 
out “Collect ticket ho kicked the deceased to 
wake him up and the deceased sat up and rubbed 

“his eyes. The watchman pushed docoased twice 
when asking for his ticket. I heard the deceased 
say “I have no ticket; you have not collected 
my passage money. How can I have a ticket?” 

The watchmen again asked tho deceased for 

assage money and at the same time struck 

Sopsacell with his hand. Deceased cried out 

“Pain.” Deceased then paid the watchman 60 

cents from his pocket. I did not see clearly the 

exact amount paid, but I think it must have 
been 60 cents. After. the watchman collected 
the money, he gave tho deceased a hard 
kick with his foot and went away. When 
the deceased received the last kick he 
made an exclamation of pain. Deceased then 
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fell back on the deck, but I am unable to say 
how he fell. Deceased was rolling about crying 
in aloud voice for some time and then became 
quiet. The man who sat next to me wns asleep ; 
he got up and looked at the deceased. Many 
other passengers also went up and looked at the 
deceased. I also got up and went to look at the 
ddceased who was dead. I knew he was dead 
because somehody pushed deceased and he did 


not move. I did not notice that any of the 
officers on board wont to the deceased. Some 
passengers went ap to call the officers. I did 


not see the watchman afterwards. When I 
went on. board the Fufshan the deceased wus 
alrealy there. The affair happened at about 
11.30 p.m. The deceased was an opinm smoker. 
Ho was smoking aeuvarctt: and was sittine up 
waco Eo came on busrd the siceauer. Lhe 
watchman askesl deceased for his ticket; a 
Chinese sailor asked mo for mine. They were 
not together. The deceased was lying alongside 
the hatch when tho tickets were collected. 
Tho distance between deceased and myself 
was about six fect. The Companion ladder was 
between me and the deceased. T did not natice 
who was with the watchman until he kicked the 
deceased. 

Cheong Lan Ki waz then called and said; I 
reside in the Ya Tai shop in ‘I'si Shan Kai, 
Canton. I was a passenger on tho s.s. Fufshan 
on the 2th ultima Me ares iy 20) T waca dock 
passeaeer. lL was tyane dee. aud se. ast db by 
somebody for my ticket. 1 did net see the 
person who asked for my ticket, but handed him 
iny ticket. Shortly after T heard a ery * Ah 
Yah and Toot ap and siwia foreiguer laek the 
decesse:l and walk away. Lo was s (ing th. 
mats away from tho deceased. I saw the 
deceased sitting; when the watchman kicked him. 
The deceased immediately fell down. I cannot 
ray whether the accused is the foreigner whom 
I saw kicking the deceased.* Deceased cried for 
three-quarters of an hour anddied. I yot up and 
went to the decaased, took hold of his hands and 
pulled them several times. Ashe didnot move I 
knew he was dead. ‘There was great confusion. I 
told the peaple not to make arow. Aftera long 
while some Europeans came down to look at 
deceased. 

The hearings was adjourned to 2.30. pau. 

There was a large crowd of Chinese reporters 
members of tha Red Cross Society and Self- 
Government Association at the Consulate 
listening to the trial of the case. 

Tho inquiry was resumed Tuesday 
afternooy. ‘Two witnesses were examined —a 
Chinese dentist of Hongkong named Fung 
Cheuk Shan, and a member of the Chinese 
Ambulance Society, named Hui Ching Po. 

The deutist was a passenger oh the Mudshen 
and all he knew of the matter was by hearsay. 

Hui Ching Vo deposed to having examined 
the body of the deceased and having found 
several marks of violence. 

“Questioned by Ho BoM. Consul-CGieneral 
as to his qualification for giving evidence as 
to the nature of the alleged injuries, wituess 
said that he had been employed’ asx an 


any 


regor-mortia. 
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Viceroy with the request that he will take such 
steps as he may deem advisable to punish the 
editor of this paper for this unwarranted 
publication. : : 

Dr. Davenport, M.R.C.S8. (Eng), L.R.C.P. 
(London), who said he had been been 5 and 
11 months in Canton, gave vidoes. ie said == 
I found no evidence of any broken bones or any 
other external sign of injury. There was no 
discharge from the nose or from the ear, the . 
pupils were moderately contracted and equal. 
‘The sleek was apparently large. My 
conclusion is from review of these facts that 
the deceased had been suffering from fever and 
that ho was probably seriously ill when he went 
on hoard the steamer at Hongkong. At about 
1.39, at the reqaest of the Chinese authorities I 
again weut on board the fadshan and examined 
the body. I came to the ‘same conclusion and I 
was moreconvinced. The second examination con- 
firmed the first. There were some marks on tho 
forehead of a brown colour such as frequently 
are secon on the Chinese, caused by counter 
irritants such as the burns, frequontly applied 
by Chinese in cases of fever and headache. 
When I saw the body it was in the condition of 
The brown marks on tho forehead 
were not recent marks; by recont I mean a few 
hours old. There were no external marks of 
violence atall. Lut on the back, ‘on the left side 
of the scrotum, there was a nost-morfem ro {stain 
discolouration. ‘Chat if wos uot the mark of an 
injury waa proved .by the fact that there was no 
discoloration on those parts of the body which 
were in contact with any other object. The 
deceased was not well nourished. His body’ was 
jae, tha pupils werd moderately contracted... I 
could not say positively that he was an opium 


amoker. [can give no accurate opinion as to. 
the exact time the man died. Hig body was< 
still warm when [I saw it, but be might hava’- 


been dead even as much as 20 hours. I examined 
the body at about 10.30.am. * 

Captain C. V. Lloyd said: I am master of 
the Fatshan. I was on tho upper deck at about 
quarter to 12, when it was reported to me that 
a Chinese passenger had died on the lower deck. 
About a quarter of an hour afterwards, I was 
informed that the Chinese passengers were 
creating a disturbance. I went down to the 
lower deck, and saw a body lying on the deck 
with many passengers standing round and 
talking loudly. [ enquired what the trouble 
was and was told that this man had been 
assaulted hy the watcluuan during the collection 
of lickets. I then asked for witnesses of the 
fact and after some delay a boy about 15 years 
old or thereabouts was brought forward. He said 
that he saw the watchman strike a back-handed 
hlow ou the man’s cheek. There was no other , 
evidence given. Nothing was said of kicks or 
blaws. ‘Lhe boy was surrounded by men behind 
him who were prompting him as to what he would 
say. At that time no one else gave any evidence, 
LT told them that the charge was absurd and after 
sometime they dispersed and I went on deck 
ayrain. About one hour afterwards I went down 
to xce if there was any more trouble, and heard 


apprentice ina chemist’sshopin Fatshan for one i from the Compradore thatthe passengers were 
year and afterwards joined the Cantou Aim | talking: of writing a joint letter. I sent for the 


bulauce Society. 

His ‘evidence was rejected as also was that 
of the dentist. 

The Consul-General said no evidence would 
be accepted except from qualified Chinese 
practitioners with proper diplomas. 

The Consul-General, addressing the Chinese 
reporters wha were in the Court. said : 
been shown a copy of the Chinese news- 
paper Kievk See Po issued yesterday morn- 
ing in which t!¢ depositions of the Chinese 
witnesses exam tid yosterday are printed almost 
word for word i: an article entitled * The Mur- 
der of a Chine- passenger by a foreigner on 
the Futshan.” This article. published hefore 
the enquiry had taken place. had the 
effect not only of prejudicing public opinion 
against the accused, but of rendering the 
evidence of the witnesses for the prosecution 
untrustworthy and of little value. Any one 
of the 600 passengers on the Fatshan 
having read this article might have come 
forwurd and corroborated in detail the evidence 
of these witnesses. To publish the depositions 
of witnesses while a judicial enyuiry or trial is 
pending is entirely contrary to Western ideas, 
and it will be my duty to bring the conduct of the 
editor of the Kwok Sze Po to the notice of the 


ri leader and then for the first time I heard 
of kicks aud blows. After some time I asked 
him what le wanted done, and he said he wanted 
a fuir investigation when he arrived at Canten.. 
This | agreed to at once and the disturbance 
ceased. ‘The Cuptain produced the regulati 


; which werealways hung up on board the steamer. 


1 Lave {and referred 


the Court to frule No. 19 which 
states that if any of the officers or crew ill-treat 
any native passenyors they will be dismissed 
frum the service. I have been captain in these 
steuimers, witness added, for 23 years. It has 
vften happened that passengers have died on 
bodrd the steamers when coming up to Canton, 
the reason being that very often Chinese who 
are sick in Hongkong do everything they can 
to get on board the steamer to come up to 
Canton. Death on board is reported to the 
Consul when the vessel arrives at Canton. If 
the man has no friends the Chinese Hospital 
takes charge of the body. « 

J.B. Noland, chief officer, sworn, said:—I went 
down to the lower deck at about 20 minutes to 
11, with the purser, two watchmen and sailors 
to collect tickets. I got to the place where 
deceased lay about 10 or 15 minuts past 11 
o'clock. ‘fhe man was lying down covered with 
a blanket. One of the watchmen took. up the 


! 
! 
i 


on. We 


foreigner; no further details are 
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- blanket. I saw the accused shake a man by the 


shoulder. He sat up ina dazed manner and when 
his ticket was demanded he, after some delay, 
tendered 50 cents and it was handed tome. I 
looked at the*man and he appeared to me to he 
dazed with opium. I remarked this as I passed 
finished collecting tickets abont 25 
minutes past 11 p.m. There was no disturbance 
or noise of any kind while I was on deck. There 
were 666 passengers on the lower deck. The 
lower deck is fairly well lit with electric 
light. If a passenger is asleep he is 
usually shaken up by his  shoniders. 
I have never seen any member of the crew 
kick a passenger to wake him up. It ix usually 
opium smokers wha have to be wakened hy 
shaking, With 600 passengers on the lower 
deck it would be impossible to walk across the 
deck without touching some ofthem. Theaccused 
went round with me to collect the tickets. We 
sometimes have to shake a man more than once. 

Chan Kim Cho, Compradore was called and 
said :—I went down with the captain after some 
passengers had told me that a man had been 
kicked to death. It was about 12.30 am. Ido 
not know any of the men who spoke tome on the 
lower deck. 

THE DECISION. 

At the conclusion of the cnyuiry the 
Consul-General said:—The proceedings at 
this preliminary enquiry are not alto- 
gether regular, for {wo reasuns:-In the 
first place no definite charge has been framed 
against the watchman, Noronha, of having 
oxused the death of this passenger. The 
Viceroy’s letter simply states that a Chinese 
passenger on th: Putshew has been ue tered Le. 
pols uaa. 
However, as I learut from other scurees that 
the watchman Noronha’ was accused of having 
done this thing, and as he voluntarily came to 
this Consulate-General and offered himself for 
investigation into the truth of the allegations 
against him, I decided to hold the enquiry. 
In the second place, Noronha is a Portuguese 
subject and as such, if a scrious charge of this 
nature is preferred againt him. he should he 
tried by his own Consul. But I decided, in 
consultation with my Portusruese colleague, M. 
de Moraes, that, in view of the fact that the 
alleged criminal offence had been committed on 
board a British steamer by a person on that 
steamer’s articles, and in view of the popular 
excitement prevailing in regard to thus case, 
it would be expedient that I should first 
hold a preliminary inquiry into the circum- 
stances attending the death of this passenprer 
on the Fatshan. This I have done in as 
public and thorough a manner as possible. 
A deputy from the Viceroy has been present 
at the hearing, taking notes and cross-exam- 

i the witnesses. The public, including 
members of the Chinese press, have been allowed 
to be present and the Portuguese Consul- 
General has occupied a seat in Court. I have 


come to the conclusion, after carefully consider- ( 


ing all the evidence that has been brought 
forward yesterday and to-day, that there is not 
sufficient evidence to justify me in handing over 
the acoused to his Consul on a charge of having 
caused the death of tliis passenger. Of tlre 600 
odd passengers on-the Futshan that night only 
two came forward to testify that they had seen 
the, accused assault the deceased, and their 
evidence, for reasons which I have mentioned 
before, I am bound to regard with grave 
suspicion. On the other hand Dr. Davenport's 
evidence, given in the clearest and most 
explicit manner, goes to show that the 
deceased died a natural death. Under 
these circumstances the accnsed, as far 
as the Court is concerned, is discharged. It is 
open to the Chinese Authorities, should they 
consider the result of this enquiry unsatisfactory, 
to charge the accused in the Portuguese Con- 
gular Court, where, I am sure, all charges made 
against him will receive an impartial and fair 
hearing. I will ask Mr. Greaves, Messrs. 
Butterfield and Swire's Agent, to hold himself 
responsible for Noronha’s appearance when 
called upon., : 

Mr. Greaves gave the necessary assurance. 

CHINESE COMMENTS ON THE CASE. 

The local Press is still‘publishing hostile 
articles concerning the matter, and a petition has 
been a sent to the Viceroy praying that the body 
of the deceased may be exhumed and a fresh post- 
moftem examination held by three doctors, viz. 
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‘the Japanese Doctor of the Reform Army, one 
English Doctor, and one Doctor of the Canton 
Ambulance Society. It is reported that the 
Chinese insist thdt another trial should be held, 
this time at the Portuguese Consular Court. 
A dispatch to that effect is said to have been 
sent hy the Viceroy to the Portuguese Consul- 
General. A boycott of the steamer is also on 
the programme at the instigation of the Self. 
Government Association. - 


The 72 Guild Press comments on the decision 
of the Court as follows :— 

‘In reviewing the case in which the deceased 
was wonnded by a -kick he received near the 
heart from the foot of the accused, and also a 
How given with the hand, both of which were 
causes of the man’s death. it should be said that 
in both instances there were marks of bruises 
and there was the clear evidence of numerous 
persons proving it beyond doubt. Therefore 
it was impossible for the accused to be ex- 
cused ar held blameless. In reviewing the 
evidence given by the fellow passengers of 
the saccued, one of them not only said that 
the accused did not beat the man to death 
but that he did not beat any body at all. The pas- 
senger dicd because he was ill when he went on 
board of tho steamer and he died a natural 
death. They actually hushed up a caso of such 
crave importance. This can ouly he described 
as arlutrary, aud treating the Chinese peapla 
with contempt. The evidence was false and 
trumped up and there were many contradictions. 
For instance the chief officer said that the 
watchman pushed the man on tie sheuhler 4 
the Indian watchman said the same thing, but 
the sailor said the watchman only asked the 
deceased to get up, and called him twice, when he 
got up and that no watchman pushed the 
deceased by the shoulder. Although this ix not 
a very important point in the case, it shows 
discrepancies in the evidence and wo cannot 
blame the British Consul for saying that the 
evidence was not clear. The British Consul 
further said that there was no evidence to show 
that the accused committed a crime. It is only 
on account of racial distinction that the 
matter was hushed up and the Consul had no 
time to think of public justice. It is really 
a very great pity.” 


EXCITEMENT AT CANTON. 4 

There is great excitement in the City (writes 
our Canton correspondent) over the decision 
given by the British Consular Court of inquiry 
re the s.s. Fals*an incident. A boycott of the 
Steambvat Company's entire fleet seems to be 
threatening. : 

I have no doubt the excitemeut would svon 
fizzle out if the local authorities were to issue 
a proclamation explaining clearly to the public 
the facts of the inquiry or if the proceedings 
at the inquiry and the evidence of both foreign 
and Chinese witnesses were translated and 
published in the leading local papers. 

The translation of a circular which I give 
below, issued by the Self-Government Association, 
is apparently the first step towards a boycott 
movement :— 

“Wo beg respectfully to inform the public 
that on the night of the 6th day of this moon 
(29th Nov.) a Chinaman was kicked to death 
by a foreigner on beard the s.s. Futshan. The 
following patriotic and othinent persons viz. 
Yeong Wo Kai, Cheong Lau Ki, Tong Cheuk 
and Tam Shew Po were stragyers to the deceased 
yet they possessed such patriotic and honourable 
feelings as to come forward as witnesses, to give 
evidence in the case and jetitioned the 
Authorities to obtain redress on behalf of the 
deceased. This really shows the sincerity of 
their feelings and ardent love of their country 
and their brethren. 

“ From inguires made we learn that all these 
patriots are business men. For several days 
they have wasted their precious time and dis- 
regarded their toilsome labour. Those who are 
our brothers must really respect them. We 
have decided to invite these patriots to come to 
the Association on the 10th day of this moon 
(3rd instant) fur the purpose of, taking their 
photographs, which we will carefully prcserve 
asa remembrance. We therefore invite all our 
brothers to attend at the Association’ on that 


day to pay their respects to them.” . 


(December 7, 1906' 
CANTON. 
[FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. } 


November 26th. 
POLITICAL DISCUSSION FORBIDDEN. 

H. E. Viceroy Chang has notified the Civil 
and Military officials of all ranks in the Kwang- 
tung Province that they must not discuss the 
present position of Government affairs; they 
are to attend strictly to their duties and carry 
out theState mourning in accordance with the 
law. All officials are requested to remain at their 
respective Bureaux and tio leave of absence will 
be granted. 

ENCOURAGING NATIVE “ INDUSTRIES.” 

In dispatch sent to the Viceroy by the 
Board of Agriculture, Labour, and Commerce 
at Peking it is stated that the Chamber of Com- 
merce in the Kiang-su Province has informed 
the Board that the cotton cloth manufactured 
in the above province is strong, flexible and 
white and its quality is far superior to that 
manufactured in Bombay. Hitherto its oon- 
sumption has been confined to several northern 
and eastern provinces, but of late years foreign 
cloth has found its way into those marketa 
and has been ousting the native cloth trade. 
Recently the Board has received several Im- 
perial Edicts commanding them to encourage 
native manufactures. The Board requests the 
Viceroy to give instractions to all Military and 
Police Departments and the Directors of Schools 
and Colleges in the Province of Kwangtung to 
purchase the native cloth manufactured in 
Kiang-su for the use of the military, police and 
students. The Viceroy hag issued notice to 
that effect. 


BLACKMAIL, 

‘I'he International Banking Corporation here 
has ayain received a letter demanding $1,000,000 
blackmail to be paid within five days on board 
a certain Shek Loong junk. 


November 27th. 
CANTON-HANKOW RA{LLWAY. 

The total sum of money due on the second 
instalment‘of the shares of the Canton- ow 
Railway Company amount to over $13,200,000 
out of which about $1,300,000, is reported to 
have been collected by the Company up to the 
30th day of the 10th moon (23rd instant), and 
from this amount the sum of ($200,000 was paid 
into tho Company in drafts or promissory notes 
to be collected on the date. 

THE FATSHAN LINE, 

It is reported that recently complaints have 
been made by many passengers of the Fatshan 
Railway of articles missing from the passengers’ 
luggage cars. ; 

Owing to the recent increase of railway fares 
many steam launches have been placed on the 
Canton-Fatshan run, and, if stern measures are 
not taken to put a check ¢o the pilfering which 
is causing great annoyance to travellers, the 
bulk of the passenger trade will fall into the 
hands of the steam launch owners. 

OBJECTION TO A KEROSINE DEPOT, 

A British firm purchased a piece of land in 
Samshui for the purpose of building a kerosine 
depot. The gentry there objected to a kerosine 
depot and applied to the Sam-shui Magistrate 
to issue an injunction restraining the foreign 
firm from erecting the depot on the ground that 
kerosine is ‘‘ dangerous goods.” The Magistrate 
reported the matter to the Viceroy who 
the Provincial Treasurer to investigate and 
settle the question. 

THE ENTHRONEMENT OF THE NEW SOVERBIGN, 

H.E. the Viceroy has- received cable instruoc- 
tions from Peking to notify the officials and the 
people of the Kwangtung Province that the 
enthronement of the pred Emperor will take 
place on the Ist day of the 1st moon next year 
and that the Grand Council has decided to adopt 


the two characters Shuen Tung (RR) as 
the title of the reign of the new Emperor. As 
it is customary in many lines of trade to print 
the title of the reigning Emperor on the articles 
manufactured, the cablegram expressly instructs 
His Excellency to issue proclamations to inform 
the public that all articles and which 
now being. manufactured for the forthcoming 
year must bear the title of the new Emperor. 
NEW COINS. : 

The Viceroy is also in receipt of telegraphic 

msteuctions, from the Beard of Revenue at 


{ 


December 7, 1908. ] 
Peking requesting him to instruct the Director 
of the Provincial Sint to cease minting opera- 
tions as stamps for new coins bearing the title 
of the new Emperor are being made and will be 
sent to the Canton Mints as soon as they are 
ready. 

DUTY ON NATIVE OPIUM. | 

The Director of the Liang Kwong Bureau of 
native opium has reported to the Viceroy that 
the total amount of duty collected on native 

1am during 12 months 1.e. from the lst day 
df the 10th moon of the 32nd year of Kwong Sui 
to the 30th day of the 10th moon of the 33rd 
year of Kwong Sui was 683,793 taels and that 
out of this sum 306,250 taela were collected from 
the Kwangtung Province. 
: OPIUM AFFAIRS. 
_ The Superintendent of Police has notified the 
public that, owing, to the death of Emperor 
Kwang Sui, the new wooden opium smoking 
licenses will not be issued for some time yet 
as it is necessary to alter the date of expiration to 
the 30th day of the 5th moon of Emperor 
Shuen Tung. ae 
Sometime ago a proclamation was issued by 
Viceroy restructing the sale of opium 
smoking requisites. Thia was heeded for some 
time, but of late these articles have again been 
freely exposed for sale in ‘many shops both in 
Ho Pak and Ho Nam. Hia Excellency has 
issued a accond proclam:.t’c:; Grucring the con. 
fiscation of the goods exposed and seizure of the 
shop. : . 
: BX-VICEROY SHUM. 

It is ramoured here in official circles that 
news has come through private cliuunels that 
ex-Viceroy Shum has gone to Peking and that 
he will no doubt be placed in some high and 
responsible position. It is also said that Shum 
= summoned to proceed to Peking by Imperia 
order. 


November 29th. 
NEW WEEKLY PAPER. 

A paper called the Canton Weekly News has 
made its appearance edited by Mr. H. W. Ray 
who was formerly ‘assistant teacher of the 
Diocesan School and Orphanage in Hongkong. 
I understand, if sufficient support is forthcom. 
ing, the issue will be a daily one from the Ist 

. day of January 1909. 
STATE MOURNING—FOREIGN OFFICIALS 
OFFERING CONDOLENCE. 

On the 27th instant Mr. Paul H. King, Chief 
Commissioner of Customs, Messrs. J. 8. M 
Drummond and J. H. May, Deputy Commis- 
sioners of Customs and Mr. A. B. Hyland. 
Imperial Chinese District Postal Commissioner 
called on His Excellency Viceroy Chang to 

- offer their condolence towards the late Emperor 
and Empress Dowager of China. 


November 30th. 
.. MORE KIDNAPPING. 

Robbers have kidnapped Mossrs. Lo Aok Wai 
and Lo Hok Lim, members of the wealthy Lo 
family in the district of Shun Tak, during 
their visit to the town of Yungki in the above 
district. Mr. Lo Wai Tung, uncle of the 
victims, is assistant secretary to Viceroy Tuan 
Fang of Liang Kiang. Lo reported the matter 
to Viceroy Tuan Fang and His Excellency has 
cabled to Viceroy Chang requesting that strict 
orders be given to the Shun Tak Magistrate to 

’ obtain the release of the captives as soon as 
possible and also to arrest the brigands and have 
them severely punished. 

SEQUEL TO THE FATSHAN RIOT. 

The following is a translation of a proclama- 
tion issned by the Superintendent of Police 
in Fatshan on account of the riot:—% This 
proclamation is issued to inform the public that 
about three weeks ago a notorious monk 
came to Fatshan and caused all kinds of strange 
rumours to be spread over the town. As itis the 

5 duty of the police to puta stop to this sort of 

B ings and prevent any disturbance in the place 

we the monk arrested and sent him 
over to the Chief Superintendent of Police in 
Canton where he will be tried and punished for 
disturbing the public peace. The inhabitants of 
the town should thank us for removing a person 
who was doing injury to the general public, but 
unfortunately some bad characters seized this 
opportunity to incite the people to riot and thus 
-brought misfortune on the other good citizens. 
‘The rascals led a large number of people to No. 1 
Police Station and without any reason whatever 


oe 
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made a great disturbance in front of the station 
and afterwards they had the audacity to wreck 


the Police Station and the 


Deeeuber 3rd 
REGULATIONS PROHIBITING THE SMOKING OF 
CIGARETTES. 

H. E. the Viceroy has received a long 
dispatch from the Board of Education in 
Peking requesting him to issue a proclamation 
and also to give instructions to the Literary 
Chancellor wf the Kwangtung Province to 
notify all the schools and colleges in the 
Province that the Board of Education has 
framed the following regulations forbidding 
scholars, students and persons under 16 
years of age to smoke cigarettes :— 

1. All persons under 16 years of age are prohi- 
bited from smokingrcigarette: of any desedptlon, 

2. All hawkers, stalls, shops and firins are 
hereby forbidden to sell cigarettes to 
person under 16 years of age. 

3. All scholars of preparatory sehoots are 
prohibited from smoking cigarettes of ily 
description. ; ; 

4. All students of colleges are prohibited from 
smoking, smoke being detrimental to brain work 
and the health of all students who are about to 
complete their high-class education must be 
protected. 


5. In the event of any person being discovered 


any 


| infringing these regulations their cigarettes and 


smoking requisites will be confiscated and the 
matter will be reported to their parents or 
relations who will be requested to restrain 
them from smoking. Scholars or students 
discovered smoking cigarettes will be reported 
to the “headmasters of the schools and 
professors of colleges so that they may he 
restrained from smoking. Any person or shop 
discovered selling cigarettes to persons under 
16 years of age or to scholars and students will 
be liable to punishment in accordance with clause 
No. 88 of the Police regulations i. for infring- 
ing the rules of health which is punishable hy 
a monetary fine. 


THE ACCESSION. 

All the Foreign Consuls, tho Commissioner 
and Deputy Commissioners of Customs and the 
Imperial Chinese District Postal Commissioner 
called at the Man Shau Koong (Emperor's 
Temple) at noon yesterday to offer their con. 
gratulations upon tho occasion of the accession 
to the Throne of the New Emperor, Shuen 
Tung. 

OFFICIALS AT FISTICUFFS. 

Recently Woo Ling Sheun. General of the 
Kwong Chow Army, who during a tour of 
inspection of the soldiers who were placed as 
extra guards at the City gates and arsenals on 
account of rumours of a rising following the 
death of the Emperor and Empress Dowager, 
discovered that all the windows of the guard 
house at the Wing Chai Powder Magazine were 
broken and also that there was neither frrass 
nor corn in the stables to feed the military 
horses, sent for the Deputy in charge of 
the magazine and ordered him to have the 
windows repaire! and to provide forage for the 
horses. The Deputy who, by the way, was a 
Manchu, replied in a very insolent manner that 
it was not his duty to attend to such matters 
and told the General to attend to them himself, 
A quarrel ensued and ended in a fight between 
the General and the Deputy in which the 
latter got the worst of it. Two days afterwards 
the Deputy sent in his resignation and reported 
to the Viceroy that General Woo had struck him 
and that the serious injuries caused by the 
blows he received at the hands of the General 
had compelled him to resign his position. Hae 
requested the Viceroy to investigute the case 
and to punish the General for taking the law 
in his own hands. His Excellency instructed 
the Provincial Judge to investigate the matter 
and nothing further was heard of the affair. 
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It ap that the Deputy has two sons, who 
are Hoth teachers in Government colleges. A 
ago they sent a joint petition to 
saying that the Kwong-chow General 
; any reason or provocation ‘struck their 
father who is a man 60 years of age; 
rather is now vomiting blood h the 
violence of the blows received ; and praying that 
General Woo be tried and punished for 
assaulting the old man. They could not bear 
seeing their father suffering from the pain 
caused by the blows inflicted. and unless they 
obtained redress, they would die of grief. 


PUNISHMENT FOR -HEAD SHAVING 


Hundreds of people at Canton who had their 
heads shaved on the 2nd instant (the day of the 
enthronement of the new Emperor) were arrested 
by the police and fines varying from 50 cents to 
$20 were imposed on the delinquents. Many 
barbers who were caught in the act of shavi 
their clients on that day were sentenced to 1 
days’ imprisonment. Itis curious to note that 
amongst those arrested for infringing the State 
mourning regulation there were several police- 
men at a mili officer. The policemen 
were -all dismissed m the service and sen- 
tenced to 100 days’ imprisonment with hard 
labour. : 

The Military officer who isa Manchu named 
Chuen Pan was only fined $20 at the Poliog Station 
which was promptly paid, and he thought, that 
cadad the matter, but he was hooted next day 
when attending the drill of the Manchu 
soldiers. This drew the attention of the Com. 
mander who on investigation learnt that Lieuten- 
ant Chuen Pan had shaved his head the previous 
day. The Commander reported the matter to 
the Tartar General who cancelled the Lieuten. 
ant’s commission and sentenced him to one 
year’s imprisonment with dismissal from the 
service. ‘ . 

The barber's trade is the one most affected 
during the State mourning period. The estimated 
loxs to the 1,400 barber shops registered in the 
Barber Guild isabout ¥1,000,000, for the hundred 
days ; a8 there arv on an averago eight barbers 
in cach shop this means 11,200 men in Canton 
out of employment. ‘T'he loss to the barber 
fraternity in China must be enormous, 

| RS Ny CE aT OTD 


CIVIL SERVICE CRICKET CLUB. 


The Hon. Mr. W. Chatham presided pver a 
special meeting of members of this Club which 
was held at the matshed lastweek. 

The CHAIRMAN said the business of the meet- 
ing was to confirm a resolution, pagsed at their 
previous meeting, “That a permanent club 
building be orected.” Since the last meeting 
plans had been prepared, and tenders had been. 
obtained. 80 far no application had been mado 
to the Government for permission to erect the 
building, but he did not think there would be 
any obstacles put in the way. The design was 
& promising\one, and would provide a handsome 
and valuable place for the club. 

Mr. JEFFREY informed members that fouy 
tenders had been received for the following 
prices :—34,800, $4.400 $3,850, and 83,750 
Another tender was for 83,000, but containddl 
a provision that old, sound bricks might be 
used. ‘There was no objection to this. 

The motion passed at a previous meeting was 
confirmed. von 

The CHAIRMAN eer ee the 
limit of what they expec spend. ® Was 
informed that $2,600 had been obtained up to 
the present, and the club funds would be able 
to provide the balance if all went well. It did 
not matter if the materials were old, so long 
as they were sound, because they would be 
entirely invisible when the building was finished, 
What concerned them was to get the building 
within their means. He proposed that the com- 
mittee be authorised to accept the tender once 
the sanction of the Government had been 
obtained. és 

The proposition was agreed to. 

The G REPRE said the contractors were a 
firm, and, assuming they got good 
weather, they should be able to finish within the 
time specified—four months. : 
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EMPEROR FRANCIS 
DIAMOND JUBILEE CELERRATIONS AT 
HONGKONG. 

The Austro-Hungarian community on Dec. 2 
loyally celebrated the Diamond Jubilee of the 
reign of H. M. Francis Joseph I. Emperor of 
Austria and King of Hungary. The consulate 
was closed for the day. the Consul and Mrs. 
Von Wiser holding an At Ifome at their 
residence “The Firs.’ Macazine Cap load, 
in honour of the occasion. Despite rather in- 
clement weather there was large attendance 
of the leading residents of the community 
to tender their  feliet:stiens 9 ineludine 
His Excellency the Geer ee eid diy 
Captain Simson, A.D.C.. and Mr. Urackerntury 
(Private Secretary), H. E. General Broadwood, 
the Officer Commahding the Forees, IH. Eb. 
Vice-Admiral Sir Hedwerth Lambton and his 
A.D.C., Flag Lientenant Hf. B. Mulleneux, 
Commodore Mrs. and Miss Lyon. Dishop 
Pozzoni, the Consuls representing the various 
nations of the world, Hou. Mr. F. H. and Mrs. 
May, Hon. Mr. W. and Mrs. Chatham. Ion. 
Mr. E. A. Hewett. Sir Francis Pigeot, Capt. 
Blanchflower, Capt. Gr. C. Heatheate. Lieuten- | 
ant Colonel Bayard, Commanding Officer of the 
Buffs, Major Percy J. Probyn of tho Royal 
Army Medies! Corps, “he Offears Moss af fhe 
Roval Garris a Artitecy. ‘Phe Offiecr. Ate sf 
the Buffs, The Commanding officers of the 
German cruisers and gunboat Ares and 
Tsingtao, with their Officers Messes, The Right , 
Reverend Pater Augustin Placzek, The Rev. | 
Pastor and Mrs. Joan: Thr oud Ale: 
Harris of tho Imperial Ching: Castumy ov. 
Kowloon, The Austro-Hungariak Coley and 
many civilians. 

Flags adorned the grounds of the residence 
and in the hall was a lare= portrait of [Lis 
Majesty wreathed with evergreens. The Band 
of The Buffs discoursed an exeellent programme 
of music which included the following mumbers: — 


JOSEPH T.4 


ae ote 
wo cr, 


M.reh “Under the Doubte bole.” 
Over ure * Tanuhau er” 2 Waener ' 
Reminis-ences ve Verdi. 
Vals: “Blue Danul “ A‘femsi. 
P. -lonaise as ~ Chapin, 
Selecti:n © Faust’... Gerin al. 


Entr'ncte, fran 8d Act Lohengrin, 


March ‘Hoch Habsburg” Kapes. 
’ The Austro-Hunsarian National Anthem } 


brought the proceedings to a cluse. 

The Consul subsequently conveyed the con- 
gratulations of H. K. the Governor to Vienna 
by telegram. 

The Austro-Hunyarian conuuunity later 
dined with Mr. Kitzinantl. who is president of 
the Austro-Hunsarian Benevolent Society in 
the Colony. 


THE AMERICAN FLEET AT MANILLA 


NO SHORE LEAVE Fok THE MEN. 

Admiral Sperry in a letter te the Governar- 
General of the Philippines last week said he 
had decided not to give the men of the fleet 
shore leave. Among other reasons for the 
decision ‘are the following:—The daily reports 
of the bureau of health show that there is still 
cholera in the city: the fact that some of the 
ciges found are dead or in an advanced stave of 
the disease indicates that there has been caunceal- 
ment; the house to house inspection las been 
abandoned; Commissioner Worcester’s report. 
shows that Manila is in an unsanitary condition: 
the absence of quarantine against the provinces 
makes it pessible for cholera to be reintroduced 
into the city any day; the flect’s crtfixe to the 
United States lies through the tropics and were 
shore liberty granted here, in addition to the 
thousands of men in tho command, the flect 
would face the danger of quarantine at Colamho 
and other ports of call on the cruise. 

The Cablenews comments on this as follows : — 
The letter of Admiral Sperry in which he states 
his definite refusal to allow the crews of the 
-ships shore liberty is a severo rebuff to the 
generous hospitality prepared by the citizens of 

ila, for the men of the Battleship Flect. 
His. refusal does not seem to us founded on 
reason. The example of the Philippine 
Squadron seems to disprove the Admiral’s 
contention of danger. We feel so keonly on 
this subject that we hesitate to write upon it. 
It is better perhaps to leave unsaid what one 
might say. mo 8 
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THE. HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND ' 


SUPREME COURT. 
e+e 


Wednesday, 2nd December. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Berorne Mr. W.H. J. GomMrertz (AcTINa 
Pursng Joupar). 
CLAIM AGAINST A SHIPPING COMPANY. 
Yan Wan. the lawful haxband of Yun Yan 
Shi deceased. and Yun Ah Mui, the infant 
danghter of hoth, brought an action apainst the 


Tude-Cléun  tteum Navigation Company, 
Tented terme oorer S1090 damages for Joss 
sade thes Gye deatine 2 ee said Yun Yau shi 


eansed hy ueglizence of the defendants’ servants 
In navigating the ss. Lveng Sang in the harbour 
of Hunekong on 19th June, 1908, whereby a 
collision tock place between the Loong Sang and 
the licensed junk No. 2566 on which the said 
Yun Yau Shi was a passenger. ‘lhe deceased 
had heen in reecipt of from $12 to 815 pex month 
ax wages and had contributed up to the tim of 
her death towards the household expenses of the 
qlaintiffand had paid solely for the maintenance 
and education af Yun Ah Mia. Mr Otto Kong 
Sing appeared for the plaintiffand Mr. Hastings 
appeared for the defendants. 

ely. tte oie Sing stated tho lus clerk who 
had taken the statements was ill ani he was 
unable to proceed with the case. Tle therefore 
asked fur an adjournment. 

This was acceded to. 


Friday, 4th December. 


Ty Baxnxreurtey JUnisprevion, 

Berri: tan CHigr JUSTICE (Sin F. 

DycnioTrt.) 

KECIIVING ORDER RESCINDED, 
die the Cheang Wing Bank. Mr E. J. 
Crrist made application for an order rescinding 
the receiving order, Ameport was made by the 
) Oficial Reeeiver and certain advertisements 
Pwere inserted in newspapers. Only one creditor 
i filed an objection to the receiving order being 
represented by Mr. 
! dlastines who new consented., 
‘The Official Receiver offered no oljection and 
| the application was granted, 
SEL ALLANAS ABFALRS, 

Res. MoE. Allans. Mr. J. Scott Harston 
appeared in suppert of the pe(ition and asked 
that the twa receiving orders should be 
consolidated, : 

Mr. dLastings., who appeared for the debtor 
said there was already a receiving order filed 
against this man, and he submitted jis Lord- 
slup diad- no power to consolidate the reciving 
orders, Que petiCon was presented hy the 
deliter apratnst himeclf and the other was 
presented by the petitioning creditor. 

His Lordship theught it was a case where 
the receiving orders should be consolidated, as 
the decument was not to be attacked. 

Eventually af) was agreed that Che orders 
showd be consolidated. 

AHMET RKUMJAUIN S INSOLVENCY. 

Re Ahmet Rumjahn. Mr FL DL ett. 
appearing for the Hongkong and Manila 
Yuen Shang Exchange and ‘Trading Company. 
suid Chey dim been in tresty with the 
debtor hat tad not heen able to arrive at oa 
settlement. ‘Lhe act of hankruptey was uofice 
of suspension of payment expressed in letters 
and also verbadly. ‘Phe assets were cstimated at 
300.000 and the liabilities at 5285.000. This 
would indicate that he was solvent. The 
estate consists of real property in this Colony 
and the debtor attributes his position simply to 
depreciation of real property in the Colony. A 
debtor must file an estimate of his assets, but 
he is clearly insolvent as if the property were 
sold it would feteh very little. : 

The adjudication order was granted. 


Pohjected and he was 
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Singapore has up to this year had the un- 
enviable distinction amoung Scotsmen of being 
the one place in the East without a St. Audrew’'s 
Society, but a very largely attended meeting of 
Scotsmen there last week decided to furm one, 
and unanimously elected Captain Sir Arthur 
Young, K.C.M.G., as President. 


(Decémber 7, 1906 
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INTERESTING SHIPPING CASE 
AT SHANGHAI. 


In the Supreme Conrtof Shanghai on the 
25th ult. Mr. Justice Bourne delivered the 
following judgment in “The British Ameri- 
ae Co v the Canadian Pacific Railway 

This case was tried by me with a Jury on 
October, 29th and 30th, 1908. The undisputed 
facts are that the “ Empress of China” sank at 
her moorings at Vencouver on October 23rd, 
1907 between 5.30 and 6 p.m. in consequence 
of the condenser discharge-pipe being negli- 
gently left open. ‘The plaintiffs claim against 
the shipowners on an implied warranty of 
seaworlhiness, ie, that the ship ‘should be fit to 
receive the plaintiffs’ cargo of cigarettes. ; 

I accept the report attached to Mr. Sayer's 
affidavit of Novembey 10, 1908 as a correct 
ecord of my summing up and the findings 
sae be summarized as follows: 


' 


4 1—That the ship was seaworthy at about 11 
a.m. at about which time the shipping of the 
ciyarettes was commenced. 

2.—'That the ship was unseaworthy and in 
imininent danger at 3.30 p.m. when the shipping 
of the ciyarettes was about finished, but the Jury 
cannot say that the last case of. cigarettes was 
on board. 

b.— ita. iaey cauas. sv¥y whether the ship 
Lecaine unseaworthy before the completion of 
the shippipy of the cffrarettes: they do not 
understand enough about ships to say the moment . 

When she became unseaworthy. 

iLuw ought judgment to be entered on these 
finiLinges 7 J 

Mr. Macleod claimed that judgement ought 
to be entered for the defendants because they 
had provided a ship which was fit to receive 
cargu when the act of shipping the cigarettes 
begun or in the alternatiye because the burden 
of proof was on the plaiftiffs and had not been 
discharged. ‘his case differs from the Carron 
Park (15 P. D. p. 203) in that here the shipping 
of the cigurettes went on continuously up to an 

vur at about which the Cury find the ship to 

uve been unseaworthy, while in the Carron 

*ark the shipping ceased at a time when the 
ship was seaworthy, the act of negligence 
oveurriug during the night, after an ascertained 
quantity of the cargo in question had been 
shipped. ‘The Judge (Sir James Hannen 
PP.) said “if the &ct of negligence—did not 
render the vessel unseaworthy. for the reception 
of this cargo which had already been loaded 
on board the vessel when (she was) in good 
condition.” . I can’ find no authority for the 
propositition of defendauts'’ counsel that the 
shipowners duty is fulfilled when he- has 

| provided a ship fit to receive the cargo at the 
; commencement of the act of loading that cargo 
Cohn y+. Davidson (2. Q. B. D. p. 460). In 
regard to the burden of proof the Jury have not 
answered {he material question, what proportion 
uf tho cigarettes had already been shipped when 
! the vessel became unseaworthy P—See end of 
| Lord Selborne's judgement in Steel v. State 
Line ss. Co.3 A. Cap. 16. For these reasons.I 
tuink judgement cannot be entered for the 
defendants. 

And judgement could only be entered for 
the plaintiffs if the jury having found 
the ship to be seaworthy at 11 am., had 
further found that at some time before 
the shipping of the  oigarettes was 
finished the ship had become unseaworthy, 
and if the law was that such unseaworthiness 
occurring before a continuous shipment had 
been completed related back to the commence- 
ment of the act’ of shipping and rendered the 
ship unseaworthy ab inifio. But the jury did 
not so find: nor does that seem to be the law. 
(Hannen v. Woodinan 3 Taunton p. 301) Mo- 
Fadden v. Blue Star Line 1905 C, B. D. vol. 1. 
p. 697), 

The law as I gather it from these cases, seems 
to be that the ship must be seaworthy for thd. 
reception of each package ss it is carried on 
board. But the jury say they cannot find the 
moment when the ship became unseaworthy nor 
whether the last case of cigarettes was or . was 
not on board at 3.30 p.m. when they do find the 
ship to have been unseaworthy. ; 

I come to the conclusion then that on these - 
j fudings no judgement can be entered cither 

why (Steel v. State Line 8. 8. Co. 3 A. C. p. 72.) 

There is no order as to costs. 
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_ between Japan and the United States, which we 


December 7, 1908. | 


FAR EASTERN TELEGRAMS. 
JAPAN AND AMERICA. 


4 Tokyo, December Ist. 

The Government still preserves silence with 
regard to the agreement reperted to be 
concluded between the United States and Japan. 
The official text is naturally awaited with great 
eagerness. The newspapers, though approving 
of the principle, are critical of the terms. 

The semi-official ‘‘ Kokumin™ opines that the 
agreement is important as the Anglo-Japanese 
treaty as affection Japanese interests. 

The “ Asahi’ regrets the absence of any 
reference to the question of immigration 
restrictions, theexistence of which argucs a lack 
of mutual confidence. 


. Tokyo, December 2nd. 
The Foreign Office has published the nates 
exchanged between Sir Kogoro Takahira. 
Japanese Minister at Washington, and the 
Hon. Elihu Root, American Sceretary of State. 
which are dated Novemler 30th. 

The substance of these notes is that the 
United States and Japan agree to the main- 
tenance of the status quo for the free and peace- 
ful development of the commerce of the Pacific. 

The said Powers further agree ta support the 
independence and integrity of China. and the 
“open door ™ policy. 

Finally, should any event occur threatening 
the status quo, the respective Croveruments will 
take measures accordingly. 


A LIBEL ACTION. 


Tokro, December 2nd. 
Mr. Preston, the Canadian Commiasioner, 
haa institnted an action for Jihel against the! 
Japan Herald claiming damages to the | 
extent of Yen 20,000. | 


FATAL EXPLOSION AT SINGAPORE. 


Singapore. December 2nd. 
A gelignit blasting charge prematurely 
exploded at the Pulo Uhin Quarries to-day.” 
A European named [oss was hlown to 
pieces, two Chinese were killed, and five others 
were seriously injured. 
The stone was being quarried for the Singa- 
pore Harbour Works. : 


St 


; JAPAN AND AMERICA. 


TEXT OF THE AGREEMENT. 


The following is the full text of the Agreement 


are enabled to publish through the courtesy of 
the Mr. Funatsu, the Japanese Consul :— 


LETTER FROM Sir Koacnro TAKAHIRA, 
JAPANESE MINISTER AT WASHINGTON, TO 
THE Hon. Evinu Root, AMERICAN SECRE- 
TARY OF STATE. 

Srp,—The exchange of views hetween us which 
has taken placo at the several interviews which 
T have recently had the honour of holding with 
you, has shown that Japan and the United 


’ Btates, holding important outlying insular 


possessions in the region of the Pacific Ocean, 
the Governments of the two countries are anima- 
-ted by @ common aim, policy and intention in 
that region. 

Believing that a frank avowal of that aim, 
poli¢y and intention would not only tend to 
strengthen the relations of friendship and good 
neighbourhood which hare immemorially 
existed between Japan and the United States 
but would materially contribute to the preserva- 
tion of the general peace, the Imperial Gorern- 
ment have authorised me to present to you an 
outline of their understanding of that common 
aim, policy and intention. 

1. It is the wish of the two Governments to 
encourage the free and peaceful development 
.of their commerce on the Pacific Ocean. 

2. The policy of both Gevernments, unin- | 
fluenced by any aggressive tendencies, is! 
directed to the maintenance of the existing 
status quo in the region above mentioned, and! 
to the defence of the principle of equal oppor- 
tunity for commerce and industry in China. 
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3. They are accordingly [firmly resolved 
reciprocally to respect the territorial posséssions 
belonging to each other in the said -region. 

4. They are also determined to preserve the 
common interesta of all Powers-in China b 
supporting hy all pacific means at their dapat: 
the independenco and integrity of China, and 
the principle of equal opportunity for commerce 
and industry of all nations in that empire. 

5. Should any event occur threatening the 
status quo ax above described, or the principle 
af ne | opportunity as above defined, it remains 
for the two Governments to communicate with 
each other in order to arrive at an understanding 
as to what measures they may consider it useful 
to take. 


If the foregoing outline accords with the 


view of the Government of the United States, I 
shall he ratified to receive your confirmation, 


From Hon. Enmt Root. AMERICAN 
Secretary of Srate. to Siro Kocare 
TAWKAHIRA, JAPANESE MINISTER at 


WASHINGTON. 

Your Excetrency—I have the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of vour Note of te-day 
setting forth the result of the exchange of views 
between us in our recent interviews detinidy the 
understanding of the twa Governments in 
regard to their policy in the revion of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

It is a pleasure to inform you that. this 
expression of inutual understanding: is weleome 
to the Governinent of the United States as 
appropriate to the happy relations of the 
two countries, and as the oceeasion fer a caneise 
sautual affirmation of that accordant peoliey 
respect ug the Far East which the two Govern. 
wents have so freqneutly declared in the past. 

T am happy to be able to confirm te Your 
Exeelleney. on behalf of the United States, the 
veclaration of the two 
4 the following werds, 

Then fellow the five points mentianed in 
Japan's Note whieh are repented im exactly the 
suine wording.” 


Govertinents Cmtadled 


TILE CHINESE EMPEROLS 
ACCES SIONAL EDICT. 
_— 
HONGQURS ANT PARTON. 

The first ediet issned Uy the new Chinese 
Emperor on his accession ta the throne states 
that he has heen appointed suctessor te the late 
Emperor Kwong Hsu. and tht le will de all in 
his power to fellew in the steps of bis aneust 
predecessor, Chin se New vear. the edliet states, 
will he the first year of Sin ‘bsune. Lu com. 
memorationof His Majesty > ascension all Prine. 


and Princesses are to be homered aecording 
to their station. Alb offlenads, © Clitiese 
and Man-chus, at) the capitad aud im the 
provinces, are to be promoted one degree in 
rank. Each and every civil offieial from 
the fourth rank downwards gt the capital, 
and each official in’ the previnees frei the 
third rank downwards. is te be viven the 


son ta be edueated 
All offleiais whe liave 


privilere ef sending a 
at the Pmperial Collese 
been deyraded are restored ta their 
rank, and acainst those who sentenced 
to forfeit their pay. the order af forfeiture is to 
he cancelled, All officers connected with 
Government schools are tu be promoted. Front 
each distriet or prefecture a citizeu who bears 
an oexeellent: cluracter is to le rewarded the 
second decree All crimiuds whe have not 
comlnitted murder, or taken up arias asmunst the 
Grevernment. ar whe have net been couvieted 
for betig deserters’ from the artny, are to be 
pardoned. = Pardous will also be extended to 
exiles reported ta bear goad conducts, after an 
alsence of three years. The liability of 
officials who failed to pay up reseuues awry ta 
the Goverumcent ix to be cancelled. Saldiers 
and civilians over 70 years of ape ure to be ex- 
empted from any kind of service ta the Govern. 
ment, Those over 60 vears of ace ure ta tne 
made afficers of the ninth Gdowest: rank : those 
over 90 are to he 
rank ; those over 100 are to he niade officers of 
the seventh rank: and those over 120 are to be 
meade officers of the sixth rank. All citizens 
from 100 to 120 vears of age and over are to be 
provided with means to defray the cost of erec- 
tion of statues of honour. The edict concludes 


ta le 


were 


made officers of the cishtl : 


| 
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hy exhorting all officials, military and civil, to 
be diligent in their duties and loyal to their : 
Emperor and country. ‘ 
; THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION. 

A second edict states that on the first day of 
the 8th moon an edict was issued by the late 
Emperor promising that constitut.onal govern- 
ment was te he established within nine years 
from that date. His Majest. charts all officials 
to make preparations for the putting into effect 
of th» promise contained in t'iit edict, 


o 


THE DEFENDERS OF SHANGHAT. 


A CALL TO Alkis. 


With, in the majority of c.-cs, notice of little 
ivure (han an hour ur two, practically the whole 
of the volunteer forces of the Se/tlement turned 
outene evening last week-and within oe very 
shert time from the choms of the business 
houses the central aul custern districts were 
oe np ed by the various companies, Although 
ts orters cune out so late the men turned up 
ia larsce numbers, and the scheme of defence 
Woieh it was intended to demonatrate was 
filly carrie lt ont. The cnain part of the 
esening’s operation: was ‘ta holding of all” 
the bridges leadin-s to th  ceutcal district 
and the cffeetive patrollin of the eastern 
district, and the werk wat aecomplished in a 
minhee highly creditable (: che SVC. By six 
Welock the Germans and Chinese had ocenpied 
all the bridves along the Yan king pang, while 
alery the Pefenee Creek "A Co were posted. 
They in turn were met by the Japanese who 
Alen with the Customs Co formed a guard 
weary the Soochow Creek np ote the Garden” 


firids.  Frem this point tin, defence of the 
Settlenent was piven over to ° B Co who 
ceeetpied — Tlomughew, aid tie ° Americans 
abel Dertuseuese who, patrolled the  dis- 
triet  teatuded lw othe Elenskow, Creek, 
Ths left the  Livht Horse, Mounted 


lifaniry, Artillery, aud Masims free to patrol 
Uo eentre af the Sette ineut, aud from six to 
seven ovlock all the primcipal streets fromthe 
Hund ta the Defence Creek were visited. Beside 
the vecunteer a troop of sikh policemen turned 
eat oi Jly armed, and played their part in the 
d-ten oe scheme. During the operations the 
jeice officials and commanding officers of the 
Vuititerrs paid visits of inspection in wnotor 
cars. aud watched the mobilisation of the troops. 
About seven oclock the order ta dismiss was 
raven. andl with.n a very short time the streets 
were as inuccent of the khaki clad neu as they 
had been a couple of hours previously.—Shang- 


ha OM corg, 


THE AMOY CLUB. 


A REGRETTARLE SITUATION. 
The community of Amoy have been much 
excitet over the annual general meeting of the 
Acsey Club. The main bone of contention was 
Wiete cor not there should he a paid secretary, 
as his been the case for the last five or six years. 
After a heated discussion hy a vote of 17 to 15 
it was decided not to continue the services ofa? 
patel s-cretary. The immediate consequences 
had on-t been foreseen by the refurming ark 
‘Youn: Kulangsu’, as they may be aptly styled; 
fe- tice and then the following individuals, 
wie dal heen clected to the Committee of the 
Ci.h er who were next on the ballotting list, 
declined fa serve: -the British Consul, the 
Pitish Viee-Consul, the Deputy Commissioner 
of Customs, the heads or local representatives of 
th: Hoengkung and Shanghai Bank, Tait & 
Cou, boyd & Co., Pasedag & Co., Douglas 
Lapraik A Co.. and several others. Even- 
tu.ly the residum composing the Com- 
mittes for the fvllowing year included, two 
Auer cans, one German, one Frenchman, and 
one Evli:hnian,—and that in a Clab of whose 
neanters over 50 per cent. are British. 


‘twe large fires occurred at Shanghai on the 
Zin att., one being at the Travellers Hotel in 
Hung: hew ; the second at the corner of Nanki 
and Chekiang roads. The total insurgnee in 
force upon the premises barnt out in tho latter 
fire ix stated to be in the neighbourlood of 
Tis. 100,Q00. ° ° 
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Honaxone, 7th December:—The position of 
the market is nearly the same, as when last 


reported. 
Quotations are :-— 

Saigon, Ordinary .........00, $5.10 to $5.50 
a Round, Good quality 5.10 to 6.15 
ay ONG iie ie ckbuns, alaseessceess 645 to 5.50 

Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2... 5.00 to 5.05 
» Garden, 48 No«l... 5.20 to 5.35 
ph WMG pk cer scagtudedawevabeneirs 5.40 to 5.45 
» Fine Cargo....... sevasxwenad a 6.05 to 6.15 

OPIUM. 


Honerona, December 2nd. 
Quotations are:— 


Malwa New 


eee $1200 per picul, 
Malwa Old wicscecssseessseeeesees $1210 do. 
Malwa Older .......e detested $1220 da, 
Malwa Very Old ........ccees. $1240 do. 
Persian Fine Quality ............ $870 da, 
Persian Iixtra Fine ............ $950 do. 
Patna New .occcc cece cee eeeee >. $1105 per chest. 
Patna Old .....ccccccecceseeceeeee ce $1130 do. 
Benares New .......cccceseesseees $1030 do. 
Benares Old .............cccceee eee s— do. 


Foocuow, Nov. 3rd, 1908, Bu-iness during tho 
week is summarised as under:— 


PIECE GOODS. 


Messrs. Noel. Murray & Co. of Shangbai in 
their latest Pie:e Go-ds Report, dated Shanghai 
27th November, states:—The full significance of 


| the receut events in the Capital has now been 


realised by the country and ample signs of 
loyal and respectful mourning are, after some 
little dilatoriness, now in evidence. S8o far the 
pew order of things is running smoothly, and 
all is quict, tothe outsi'e world at all events, 
but there is naturally a certain amount of 
anxiety to know more precisely if this can be 
relied upon as settled and lasting. For that 
reason trade is almost at a stand-still at the 
moment pending more definite information 
concerning the future policy of the Government. 
The Country is undoubtedly in urgent want of 
goods and ordecs are al y in hand, but are 
being kept back pending the assurance that 
there is to be no serious trouble. Money is still 
very tight, but judicious telief is being doled 
out and everything possible done to bring about 
healthy state of affairs. Rither disturbing 
rews was received early in the interval con- 
cerning a wutirly amongst some of the troops 
assembled up the Yangtsze for the mancuvers, 
but it appears to hava been promptly quelled 
without causing much alarm beyund the 
immediate neignbsurhvod. No steamers have 
cleared for Newchwang .direat since the date of 
our Just report, but we understand the trade 
there is progessing satisfactorily ant should lead 
to shipments by way of one of the open Ports 
Ticntsin has heen buying a little in the way 
af American gooda no doult to take advantage 


SUGAR. 

Kobe, 16th, November.— Beet.— Market quiet. 
Cane.—Raw.—Java.—During past fortnight, the 
market has gradually advanced. Muscovados 
Basis Pol. 96% colour 12} is now quoted at 
Y. 6.30 per picul ex ship. Osaka Refined.—The 
Trust Sales Office held action on the 4th iost., 
when 6,000 Bags were offered and 3,400 
were disposed of at an advance of from 2 to 8 
sen in some gradea while 1,600 were with- 
drawn. In addition to above sale, 600 Bags 
Yokobama Sug:r were sold at an advance of. 
from 3 sen to 15 sen and 700 Bags Kobe Sugar 
were disposed of at an advance of from 10 sen 
to 20 sen. 


EXPORTS :— 
+TEBA, 
Foocnow, Nov, 27th—The following settlementa 
have taken place during the week :— 
Oongous.—4.003 Half-chests, viz: - 


370 Half-chests Paklum, 


2,475 - Panyong 
205 PA Suey Kut 
628 4 Yung How. 
124 i Saryune. 


206 ¥3 - Tong Fong Tong 

Souchongs.—436 Half-chests. 

Total arrivals, settlements and stock to date, 

{-Chests 3-Chests {Chests Chesta 

Congou, Souchong, Oolong: Pekoe. 

Arrivals ...... * 249,0 0 119,000 55,750 8,000 

Settlements.. { 224,890 114,968 938,417 = 7,834 

Stocks...-..... 24,110 4,032 17833 166 


ices Malwa Patna Benares Persian | of the cheaper direct route while it is open, but The total Export of Tea from Foochow to 
chests. chests. chests. chests. | shipments via Chiowangtao are alreidy being | America, according to Invoices certified at the 
Juiy 3 pores dang) . i 3 54 | tilkol about t» avoid the risk of being ice | J, g. Consulate, from commencement of Season 
| the week ............. } 6 5 — 23 | bound at Taku: The threatended tabooing of | to date has been 3,791,015 as compared with 
il —- eS Kiaochuw by shippers, which we mentioned two | 9 213,324 last season eame date. 
i Sis Aone aie RC ss 2 : . or three weeks ago, has been very effectual, The Tea Export Summary from commencement 
i Estimated Stock............ 34 0 5 sy [judging by the recent Cust ms returns, but | of Season to date has been :— Total Ibs, 
| ; Pls. oo... = 2 Lan esista | Chefoo has nut benefitied to any great extent Austria ..........00 Sicodewauites secsece 1,427,577 
| cS I EO as yt. Tie River trade is exceedingly quiet, France... wees vee Sreioiaatannens 1,237,843 
; ETE Send = — Paper. but Ningpo is taking moderately good supplies. Germany ..... reeneta Ee 3,714,178 
: oS The deliveries declared this week of American Holland s2icso-<otseaits2onteeaniine 1,047,158 
; YARS. goods are especially noticeable there being, in Laid Geb cst vaevatatocaee vese 4,519,124 
addition t» tle fairly heavy shipments to WieMIA. oo cose vacecseteasice viscessecese 783,654 
Foocuow, 27th November.—To date the | \cwcuwang, 7,280 pioces, Drills and 9,740 piecos Other Countries ............ seceeeee 859,779 
imports since lst June amount to 14,605 as Sheetings for New York, which is significant, South America......... waahasensae . 178,312 
against 19,545 last your. and shows the wide margin there must be} / Australia & No Zien ves. 1,805,870 
hetwe n that market and this in son.e goods, US & Ganadne.atiesycstetiaes 4,198,787 
The Corean m.rket is inactive, and although South Africa .......cccceceeeee bdeson 115,882 
KEKOSINE, no specific reason cin be given the dealers Coastwise Southward ........ sonatas 66,871 
rs - here who are intercsted in that trade do not Coastwise Northward ............... 37,412 
Foocuow, 27th November.—Tu dite 2,845,080 | anticipate any further demand until next se isn. ‘Total Shipments ..........+-+ eck, 18,961,400 
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gallons have been imported since Ist June as 
against 2,315,408 last year. 


™ 


*% 


FLOUR. 


Foocrow, 27th November.—Durirg the week 
14,570 bags were imported, bringing the tot.l 
since lst June up to 250,929 as o-mpared 
with 270,831 last year, 


JAPANESE MARKET'S. 


Kobe, 16th, Nuvenber.—Cotton.-- American. — 
The report of Ginners issued on the 9th inst., 
indicates 8,191,000 bale-, being an excess of two 
million bales as compared with the corresponding 
period of last year, Contrary to expectations, how- 
ever, “forward” qu-tations have not been much 
affected, Middling being quoted at Y. 30.000, 
bat no business of importance has transpired, 
“Spot” continues quiet at the same rate as 
“forward.” Neil’s repo:t is “bearish” with an 


- - estimate of 13,500,000 Bales for the New Crop. 
-Indian.—The comparatively high rates ruling 


have prohibited any lurge business from being 
done, notwithstanding it being the season for 
operating in new crop. The cause of quietness 
in the market may also be attributed to « certain 
extent to the absence of “forward” sales of 
Yarn. A fair business his been done in ‘ spot” 
owing ‘to short stocks in the market, as well as 
in hands of mills. Quotations are: Broach 
¥. 26.00; Akola Khamguam Y. 22.75; Bengal 
Y. 22,50 at 22.75. Chinese.— Business in both 


“forward” and “spot” is very quiet. Closing 


rates are: “Best” Y. 24.50. “Common” Y. 22.50), 
Shirtings.— Market very quiet all round, deliveries 


poor. Cotton Goo's and Fancies,—Market con- 
tinues Geet with a fewi enquires. Despite the 
issue 0. “bearish ” report regarding the 


American new crop of cotton. ‘lanchester prices 
show little change. Worsteds and Woollens.— 
Practically nothing dving, deliveries poor and 
anal beats re ‘arket weiker, only a 

U, busjness ding. Kice.—Weu rices 
declining, ne 


Rec -ut telegrams from Russia would seem to 
indicate that the fies port system of Viadivostock 
will soon be a thing of the past, which will be 
a pity, as it is gotting increasingly useful as an 
outlet for this market. The Manchester market 
is about unchanged from all appearances, 
theugh there is little onough business offering 
for this to test it at a'l. The only thing we 
have gathered is that single Yrns are slightly 
easier. Not much support can be expected from 
India we aro afraid, ay the Natives there or at 
all events in Bombay, appear to have done 
very badly this last year, their losses if i+ said 
aimoun'ing to £66%,0 0. The Liverpool Cotton 
market is advancing steadily, yesterday the 
spot quotation for ‘id American comirg 5.11d. 
and this morning 5.17d. February/March being 
quoted 4.77d. «nd Egyptian 8{$d spot.. The 
New York market is still high, Papperell Dril 8 
haviny been bought for India at lls 4d. which 
is the only quotation we have heard of this 
week. Cottuu is higher at 9.08 cents for March 
option. The Yaro market his been almost 
lifeless and native Cotton is from four to aix 
mace lower. The private market fur Piece 
goods is also lifeless, the few transactions that 
have taken place being of ‘the veriest retail 
nature. Sv far as we can ledrn Blak Italians 
have been the chief acticle Hat in. At the 


Yuen Fong Auction on the 10to inst. the «ffect | 


of the change in the pulitical situation had not 


been realised and prices were generslly speaking I 


fairly steady fur Grey goods, while White were 
distinctly firmer. The few Turkey Reds on 
offer were most'y much weakor, though one or 
two were quite steady. Fast Black Cvulttoa 


Italians and Venetians were steady to firm. j 


‘he sale this morning at E-wo, however, showed 
quie a drooping tone, with very few exceptions, 
the brighter colurs of Woollea gwds being 
quite unsaleable. Sowe reselling has taken place 
amongst the Native: in American Sheetings for 
Tientsin, amongst which we hear af 8yceo Cart, 
Tw. Flag, Fob in a circle and Tiger andl Lou 


j at Ts. 4.35/4.40, «luo Guck’s Head at Tis. 4.70 and 


40 Beave Jeans at Tis, 5.00, There is anea- 
quiry for;Cotton Flannels but at rathereasier prices, 


; Tamatave.— 24 pactages provisienta, For 


The tot:] shipments show an excess of 81,768 
ai compared with the corre-ponding date last 
season. The shipments to Europe amounted to 
12.955,539 Ibs. 


CAMPHOR. 


HonaKong, 7th December: —‘lhere is no market 
and there is no change of price §83.60 --$84,50. 


Foocxow, 27th Nov.—Theru hag been a great 
falling off in the i gal this year, Down to Nov. 
27th the returns show an export 3,308 piculs as- 
compared with 7,845 last year. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 


Per stermer Tourane, sailed on the 24th Nov., 
1908:—F r Wareeil es.—2+7 bales raw silk, 
19 cases feathers, 5 bales human hair, 21 packages 
tea, 2 packages ribbons, 2 cases embroideries, 25 
cases ylaig ylang. 1 case cigars, 150 bale: waste 
silk, 10 cases procelain. For Lyo :.—69 bales raw 
silk. For St. Chamo d.—15 bales raw silk. ; For 

Diego 
Suarez.—19 packages provisions. 


Per P. & O. steamer Oceana, guiled 01 28th 
November, 1908.—For ~- anchester.—400 bales 
waste silk. For Mulaga.—‘32 4 chests tea. For 
Gibraltar.- 1 case silk, For Lyons.—1§1 bales 
raw silk, For Ma-seilles.— 50 bales waste silk, 
73 bales raw silk. For Londun.— 200 bales waste 


" silk, 268 bales pierced c coos, 220 $ chests tea, 


63 bales raw silk, 24 ca:es camphor, 8 casea silk, 
1 case embroidery, 18 package: private effects, 


Per P. & O. steamer “Somali” sailed on 4th 
December, 1908.—For Rotterdam:-100 bales 
hem \ For Manchester:—100 bales waste silk, 
For Barcelona :—100 ‘packages tea. For vs de 
—123 cases ginger For London :—2Q e 

pierced cocoon, 767 boxe. tea, 59 bales waste 
rilk, 20 haleg cane, 2,489 rolls matting, 467 onece 
girger, 50.) cases ginger, 640 es 

crackers, 27 cases chinaware, 21 packages wood- 
ware &. 35 packages private effects. 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


‘Hazxow, 25th November—The prices quoted | finding buyers. also West Points at 96, Hum- 
are for the net shipping weight excluding cost phreys have been placed at the improved tate of 


of packing for export :— 
Per picul 
Cowhides, best selected ..............6. «eee T's, 89.00 
Do. 8000NdS wic.csccsscrscecssccsceseee ap 85.00 
Buffalo hides, best selected .......... » 22.50 


Goatekins, untanned, chiefly white 
 QOLOWE  oiés  <icecsceseeceacesseccccvoniesidceetes - 
Buffalo Horna, average 8 fs, each ...... 
White China Grass, Wuchang and/or 


| | 


WhiteChinaGrass,Sinshan and/or{hayu 
aa China Grass, Szechuen 
tte....... eeieToadeerteiieccseececwnss 


sees @eevnce ps 


Ee 2o 
|S $3188 


—_ 
2 


seeeee eeeee 9 


OW: eevevccests eedousdaveneats SSdiwes 
Gallnuta, usual shape .... 
Gallnute, plum do. oo... cece, 
Tobacco, Tingchow ............ 
Tobacco, Wongkong......... 
Black Bristles, Riflings Ff 
Feathers, grey and/or white Wild Duck 


11 3888 


Turmeric 


2 

z 

(ay 

F 

o 
1818111 


HONGKONG SHARE QUOTATIONS. 


—— 


Honerona, 4th December, 1908.—A fair 
general business has been transacted during the 
week and rates on the whole show an im prove- 
ment, only a few stocks having deteriora(ed. 
The chief features of the weak are farther 
improvements in the rates of Hongkong and 
Shanghai Banks and Un’‘ons.- also in North 
Chinas, Sterliog exchange has further declin- 
ed to 1/8/ /16 for T/t'tend Bar silver to 223. 


Banks.—The demand for Hongkoog and 
Shanghais still continuing shar s changed 
hands at 850, bit with soma fair lots off -ring 
at that, the rate receded temporarily to 845, at 
which s few shares were done, later however, 
with farther buyers and no sellers, the market 
improved again to 850, at which a fair business 
was transacted, a.d the mui ket closes steady to 
strong. The latest London rate prr Reuters i- 
£82, und the Bhanghui rate $885 at ex. 78, 
equal to 853 Hongk« ng rate, Nationals remain 
uachapg: d. 


Marine InsvRances.—Th+ demand for 
Uvions still remainiog unsatisfied at d without 
any shares coming on the market, the rate haa 
risen to 8°5, at which shares are iu demand at 


. a of olesing, Canto: e have changed hands 
190 and 195, 


closing with buyers af the 
former and sellers at the latter rates. North 
Chinas show a considerable improvement with 
sale at 100, closing with buyers, Yangtas-s 
have buyers in the North at quotation. 


Fira INsvRANCES,—H-ngking rema‘n un- 
changed and without business. Chinas bave 
improved to 103 with buyers, 7 


SHrppina.— Hongkong, Canton and Macao; 
have ruled qvieter ad after sules at 29 close 
with gell-re, ond the probabili'y of a slightly 
lower rate bsing accepted. Other stocks ander 
this hesding being without gsles or changes 
call for no remarks. 


Reriveeres.-China Sagars bave fonnd 
buyers at 112%, and close in demand at that 
rate. Luzons continue neglected, 


Mrinrye.—Raubs have been done at xe i 
up to 8, and close with buyers at the latter rate. 

harbonages are still in demand bat no shares 
are obtainabl-, 

Docks, WHARVES aND Gopowns.— Hong. 
kong and Wtampoa Ducks continue negleoted, 
and are sow quoted a pointe down at 91 Sellers. 
Kowloon Wharfs have also ruled weak and have 


Docks show a considerable improvement having 
risen from 72 to 80, almost without s:Jles, a local 


d. H:ngkew 
Wharfs efter falling in the North to 14', clcse 


9}, and Hotel are now in demand at 80, 

Corton Mriis—With the exception of 
Ewos which have improved to 7-), and Hong- 
kongs which fellon to 10, we have no, changes 
to report uoder this heading. 

MiscgeLLansous,—China Providents have 
improved to 9.75 with buyers after asmall sale 
at 9.60. Hongkoog Electrics have found buyers 
at 18, and close in demand at that rate. Green 
Islands and China Borneos have changed hands 
at 10 and [1 respectively, both olosing with 
sellers Langkats are quoted in Shanghai at 880. 
Other stocks uod-r this heading remain un- 
changed and without business. ~ 


Quotations are as follows :— 


ComPany. Pato ve, Quvorations 


Alhambra Ps. 200 |Nominal 


Banks— 
Hongkong & S’hai... 


National B. of China 
Bell's Asbestos E. A... 
China-Borneo Co....... 


China Light & P. Co. 
China Provident ...... 
Cotton Mills— 


fox * |$850, buyers 
aiz6 London £-2 
£6 |351, buyers 
12s. 6d. |$8, buyers 
$12 |211, sellers 


{#3} 354, sellers - 
$10 $9.75, buyers 


WO: eecetande cde ..[T'ls. 50 [i'ls, 70, buyers 
Hongkong ............ $10 |$10 sellers 
International ...... Tle, 


76 [Tls. 55, buyers 
Laou Kung Mow .../T'ls. 100 'T1s. 72}, sellers 


Sofe@ vessels. 500 (Ts. 240, buyers 
$5 |$224 


$50 |$44, sellers 
$50 :$91, sellors 


airy Farm ............ 
flocks & Wharves— 
H.& K. Wharf &&. 
Hf. & W. Dock ...... 


New Amoy ape $63 j$94 . 
Shanghai Dock and) |... 
Eng. Co., Ld ....../{ /!00'Tls. 80, buyers 
Shai & H. Wharf...!Ts. 100 ‘Tls. 143, buyers 
Fenwick & Co., Geo...| $25 '$12, sellers 
G. Island Caumant. ..! $10 .$10, sales & sellers 
Hongkong & C. Gas... £10 +3190 buyers 
Hongkong Electric... $10 °318, sales & buyers 
Hongkong Hotel Co... $5u .$%0 buyers 
Hongkong Ice Co...... $25 '$230, seller: 
H.K. Milling Co, Ld.| $100 Nominal 
Hongkong Rope Co... $lo $24 
Tnsurances ~ 
Canton ..cccececeeeee $50 1§195, bayers 
China Fire............ $20 {$'0 , buyers 
China Traders ...... $25 $87) 
Hongkong Firvw...... $iu |$330, sellers 
North China.......... £5 \Tls. 100, buyara 
Union ......ee. $100 |:815, buyers 
Yangtsz@ .........0.. $80 1$160 
Land and Kuildings— 
H’kong Land[nvest. $lG0 |. 93, sellers 
Basibrers Estate $10 ($9) sales 
Kowloon Land & B. $30 [+30, buyers 
Shanghai Land...... Ta. 50 |'TMs. 1164 
West Point Building $50 1346, sollers 
Mining— 
Charbonnayus ...... Fos.250) | £580, buyers 
Raubé...............00. 18/10 )#8, buyers 
ly {R14 
Peak Tramways ...... { oe $2 
Philippine Co. 00.2... $lu 138, sellers 
Refineries— 
China Sugar......... $luv |$1124, sates & buy. 
Unzon Sngar... ..... $109 1$20, sellers 
Robinson Piano Co. ... $50 |$59 
Bteataship Companie= 
Chinaanod Misnila... $25 |¢14, sellers 
Douglas Steamshi): $50 [$33, buyers 
H., Canton & M. ... $15 $294, sellers 
Indo-ChioaS.N.Co| £5) [B17 seers 
Shell Transport Cou. £1 |47/6, buyers 
Star Ferry ......... $lu {#24 
Do. New............ +5 |$15, buyers 
South China M. Post.. $25 |$24, buyers 
$5, sellers 


Steam Laundry Co ... 
Stores & Dispensaries. 


Campbell, M& C»... $ic |§9, sellers 
Powell & Co., Wm. $7 |$4, sellers 
Watkins... 000.00. Slo ($24, sellers 
Watson &Co., A.S $10 |°9, buyers 
Wiesmann Id. ......... £100 ($150 
United Asbestos ...... $+ $12) 


SHANGHAI SHARE QUOTATIONS, 


26th November, 1906, ? 


Company. AID UP.| QuoTaTIon, 
Pat oagkong & S*hai buy 
Hongkong at ore 
National of China... thee 
Rasso-Chineso ... ..|{ RISt4) | a5, 175, sellers 
toate Bock ty Ct 10 | $790, sell 
Union Socie' on 100 , sellers 
North-Chi sessenees : £5 | Tis. 92}, ba 
Gate el eo igen 
Hongkong Fire...... $50 73134, buyers 
China Fire...... adage $20 | $101, buyers 
Shipping :—. ‘ 
Indo - China { Bref- 1 £10 | Ts. 88, buyers 
Shell Trans on £1 jaro sellers 
& Trading ? pref. 10 | } £9.10, sellers 
Shai Tug ord. Tis. 45, b 
Lighter ... { pref. } T50 |. Ts. 61, sellers 
TakuTug & Lighter)” -r59 | Tls. 48, sellers 


Tso | Tle, 50, sell rs 
Docks & Wharves:— 


Shai Dock & Eng...) PyQ9 | ‘Ils. 72, buyers 

H. & W. Dock ...... 50 | $106, sellers 

8. & H’kew Wharf...| pio9 | Tle. 144 sellers 

H, K’loon W. &G...) £60 | £49, rel'ers 

Yangtsze were { 100 | Tla, 2174, sellers 
Sugar Companies :— | 

Perak Cultivation... T59 ; Tls, 894, sellers 

China Refining’...... ' g100 | $1324, sellers 
Mining: — “ 


Raub Australian = { £1 | &&, sellers 


: 18/10 i | 
Chinese Eng. & Min. £1 | Tls.163,x. d, bys. 
Lands :— : 


S'hai Investment... = T89 | ‘Ils 1164, sellers 
H'kong Investment 199 £99, sellera 
Humphreys’ Estate $10 $104, sellers 
Weihaiwei ........... T25 ' $9, sellers 


China oo. eeeccecseeseees Tso | Tia. 60, sellers 

Anglo-French ...... ‘100 |.‘I'ls. 100, sellers 
Cotton :— ae f- 

By Wits vacssesttaseged dick T60 | 11s. 67, sellers 


International ...... T76 | Tis. 565, sellers 


Laou Kung Mow...} T1090 | Tis. 724. sellers 

Soy Chee ........0. T5v0 | Tis. 240, buyers 

H'kong C. 8. W. D.. $10 | $9, buyers 
Industrial :— 


Shanghai Gas ..... 


T50 | Tila. 116), buyers 
Major Brothers...... 


T5Q | {T'ls. 50, setlers 


Shanghai Ice........ T25 | Tis. 14, sellers 
China Flour Mill... T60O | ‘I'l. 40, sellers 
S’hai Pulp & Paper; 100 | Tis. 474, sellera 
Green Is, Cement.... $10 | $10, sellers 


Mastschappij, &o. 


| 
in Langkat......... Gs.100 | Tls. 900, buyers 
Shanghai - Sumatra : 
TUbacco vocesceeeeee T2u | Tis, 180, sellers 


S’hai Waterworks... 
Angl\:-Ger. Brewery 
A. Butler Cement, 

Tile Works .. ... 


£2) | T. 410, buyera 
100 | $865, bayers 


50 | $25, sellers 


Kalumpong Rubber 50 | Tis, 56, buyers 
Eastern Fibre ...... 10 ; nomial —— 
Shanghai _ Electrio 

Construction ...... 


£10 | £7.10 sellers 

M iscvllaneous :— 
Hall & Holtz....... « 
A. Llewellyn ......... 
A. S. Watson & Co. 
Central Ordinary ... 
Central Founders... 
8. Moutrie & Wo... 
Weeks & ‘0. ......... 
Astor House Hotel 
Hongkong Hotel ... 


$20 | $204, buyers 
$60 | $58, buyers 
$10 | $11), sellers 
$15 | $12, buyers 
815 | $400, buyers 


#20 | $24, buycre, 
$25 | $16, buyers 
£50 | $98, sellers 


Ifotel des Colonies} [12.50 | Tis. 6, sellers 
Tsingtao Hotel Co.) $100 | nominal 
Lane,Crawford&Co 100 | $162}, buyers 
Dunning & Co......, 50 | $474, sellers 
S’hai Horse Bazar... 60 | ‘I's. 224, sellora 
S’hai Mercury ...... T5O | ‘Is. 50, sellers 
S'hai Mutual Tele; 60 | Tis. 57, buyers 
China Im. & Ex, 

Lumber .............. 1100 | Ts. 89, sellers 
Shanghai Electric & . 

sbestos ......... .. $25 | $23, sellers 
Dal'as Horse Re-| r aS ame 
1 = 50 é s@] 

PAnting Co} G0 | Maret, cies 
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Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co. of Shanghai in 
their Share Report fur the week ending November 
26th, 1908, state: - This week Maatschappij &c. in 
Langkat shares have again practically munoplized 
the attention of both investera and speculators, 
and a rice of Tls. 30 over last week’s closing mtes 
has to be recorded. Some business has alsy heen 
put through in Shanghai and Hangkew Wharf 
Co., Ltd, shares at gradually receding rates, the 
bulk of the traneacticns reported leing adjust- 
ments fur the December Settlement. Banka.— 
Hongko:g and Shanghai Banks. A sale is ra- 
ported on the 28rd at $457) with oxchanged 73, 
and shares are now wanted :t {860. The T.T. 
rate on London to-day is 2/3. Insurance.—Narth 
China Insurance Co have is proved to Tle. 924, 
and there is a demand at this figure. Yangtve 
Ingurance hive -e'lers at $1674. Shipping.— 
There is no bu-i: css reported this week. De 


- and Wharves.—Shanzhui Dock and Engineeing 


Co, Li. Sellers have prevailed rtrongly, and 
although thre is no business offici lly reported 
the rate has dropped from Tle. 774 to ‘Tle. 72h. 
There are some buy: ra at this price for Deceinicr 
delivery. Shanghai and Hengkew Wharf Co. 
Ltd. Our rates at closing la-t week were T's, 119 
cash and Tis. 140 for December, but every day 
since, the m:rket has been weak r. At the case 
the casi rate is nowinally Tis. 145, and this is 


the best rate oblainalle fir December, Sujzar. 
—No business reported. Mining.—No business 
reported. Lands. - No business iepurted. — In- 


dustrial,—Ewo Cottons have hw! a slight decline 
to Tis, 67 for December. 1 ternatiaals have been 
dealt in at Tis 5°, Shanghii Gos Coc: Small 
lots nie wanted at Ts. 116}. Mane-chapynji, ete. 
in Langkata—aA very good lmsitess las taken 
place all the week and the dauand has been 
consistent. Bath cash and forward shares hive 
been eagerly sought for, and at the clo-e we would 
quote cur rales as Tle. SSO fer cast, Ts. So for 
December, and Ts. 910 for March, with buyers 
allaloug the ine. Shanghai Electric onstruction 
Co.—Shares are now on offer at £7.10/- Miseell- 
aneous.—There is ns change of eny impo:taneye 
and rates wi Ihe fouud cs appended lcluw. Loans 
and Licbortures.—Shanghiat Muuicipal Sx per 
cent Dehentures have been pl.ced et Ts, 10¢ 


EXCHANGE. 


Hoxakoxna, D ¢ mber 7th 
Osx Lonpov.—Tolegraphic Trans'er . 18 


Bauk Bil's. on demand Lop beet 1 8¢6 
Bank Bills, at 3 days’ sigh! .., 1:84 
Bank Bills at £ months seit 1:8 
Credits, at 4 mnths’ sight .. 18 
Documentary Bills. tina the sight 1-845 
On Paris — 
Bank Bills, ou desuaucl .210 
Credits 4 months silt 2143 
On GERMANY.— 
On demand .............. cece eee eeneee noes 171 
On New YorK.— 
Bank Bills, on demand . 402 
Credits, 60days' sight ..... 413 
On BomBar.— 
Telegraphic Trausfer ........ ......1253 
Fank, ondenand — ....... eee 2 ee 126} 
On CaLcoT 4.— 
* Telegraphic Transfer ........... 1253 
Bank on demand . 126} 
@n SHANGHAI.— 
Bank, al sight (0. 6 ee ce eee eae 753 
Private, 80 days sift oe. 764 
On Yoru HAMA.— 
Ondemand ........... 814 
On ManNius.— 
On demand... wc ce ee ee eee e 82 
On SINGAPORK.#— 
* Om demand .. 0... oe eee eee ae 713 
Ow Bavavia.-—- 
On demand .. 10035 
On [[aroHoNna.— 
On demand sittae: Jove, tose DOS pO. pnt. 
Ox Saraon.—On demasd  ......... 10% p.c. pm. 
On Banasou.—On demani ... . ... 90 
Svensians, l'ank's I}iying Rate ........ $11.80 
Goup Lear 100 fine, per tael ..... : $61.80 
Bap SILVER perow oo. cece eee Dae 


SUBSIDIARY COINS. 
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Hankow, 23th Nov.—Per Cunference Steamers, 
To London and Northern Continental ports 45/- 
per tun cf 40 cft. plas river freight T.) Genoa, 
Mar:eilles or Havre 45/- per t n of 40 cft. plu- 
river freight. To New York (via Suez) General 
Cargo, 30/- per ton of 40 cft. plus river olan 
To New York ( via fuez ), Tea 37/6 per ton of 40 
eft. plus river freig)t. To New York (Overland } 
per carload; Tea G. $i} cen's per IB gross; less 
than carload ‘ea G. $1} cents per fh gross; plus 
river freight. To Shanghai:—‘Tea and Goneral 
Cargo, Tis. 1.69 at 1.80 per -tin, weight or 


a 
ee 


measurement. 
SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
Mal. 
November :— ARRIVALS. 


27, Corse, French str.. from Marseilles. 
27, Johanne, German str. from Singapore. 
27. Joshin Maru, Jap. str., from Swatow. 
27, Nord. British str.. from Singapore. 

27. Oceana. British str., from Shanghai. 
27. Taiwan. British str., from Manila. 

27, Tean, British str., from Manila. { 
98, Amigo, German str., from Haiphong. | 
28. (ermania. German str..from Tourane. — | 
28, Hinsang, British str.. from Samarang. 

28, Hupeh. British str.. from Haiphong. 

28, L. Scheiff, German str.. from Chefoo. 
28. Takasaki Maru, Jap. str.. from Lombay. 
29, Fiume, Clerman str.. from Newchwang. 
29, Fukura Marn, Jap. str., from Moji. 

29, Huiching. British str.. from Coaat Ports. 
29. Hailan, French str.. from Hoihow. 

29, Kara Maru, Jap. str.. from Shanghai. 
29, Kintuck, British str.. from Shanjhai. 
29, Knivsherg. German str.. from Swatew. 
29, Shinchiku Maru. Jap. str.. from Moji. 
29, Szechuen, British str., from Chefoo. 

29. Titan, British str.. from Manila. 

30, Chenan, British str.. from Shanghai. 

30. Dardanus, Br. str.. from Port Swettenham. 
30, Hopsang. British str.. from Chefoo. : 
30, Loongsang. British str.. from Manila. 

30, Oopack. Britixh str.. from Shanghai. 

30, Sexta. German str.. from Newchwang. 


December -- 


. Amar, British str.. from Hongay. 
China. Am. str.. from San Francisco. 
Helene, German str., from Swatow. 
Japan, British str.. from Moji. 
K wangtah, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
Loongsang. British str.. from Manila. 
Mogori Marn, Jap. str., from Moji. 
Prinz Ludwig, Ger. etr., from Yokohama. 
Zatiro, British str.. from Manila. 
_Chipshing, British str., from Tientsin. 
Daijin Maru, Jap. str., from Swatow. 
. Haiyang, British str.. from Coast Porte. 
. Hangsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
. Hanoi, French str., from Hdiphong. 
. Huichow, British str., from Chinwantao. 
Monteagle, British str., from Vancouver. 
Wray Castle, British str., from Foochow. 
Buelow, German str., from Bremen. 
Daiya Marn, Jap. str., from Wakamatsu. 
Kamo Maru, Jap. xtr., from London. 
Lightning, British str.. from Singapore. 
. Palembang, Dutch str., from Amoy. 
3, Somali, British str., from Yokohama. 
3. Triumph, German str., from Hoihow. 
4, Bints Thuan, French str., from Manila. 
4, Frithjof, Norwegian atr.. from Quan Yen. 
4, Glenogle, British str., from Singapore. 
4, Haimun, British str., from Swatow. 
4, Hilary, German str., from Pulo Lant. 
4, Laertes, British str.. from Saigon. 
4, Loksang, British str., from Chefoo, 
4, Nile, British str.. from London. 
4, Taming, British str., from Manila. 
4, Tjibodas, Dutch str.. from Moji. 
4, Wongkoi, German str., from Bangkok. 
November:— DEPARTURES. 
27, Clara Jebsen. German str., for Haiphong. 
27, Devanha, British str.. for Shanghai. 
27, Haitan, British str., for Swatow. 
27, Kowloon,-German str., for Nagasaki. 
27, Kwongsang. British str., for Swatow. 
27, Pheumpenh, British str., for Saigon. 
27, Yawata Marn, Jap. str. for Australia. = | 
27, Yuensang, British str., for Manila. | 
28, Benmohr. British str.. for Nagasaki. 
28, Bingo Marn. Japanese str., for Yokohama. 
28, Chiynen, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
28, E. of China, Br. str., for Vancouver. 
28, Fooksang, British etr., for Singapore, 
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28, Hikosan M., Jap., str., for Kutchinotsn. 
98, Mathilde, German str., for Haiphong. 
28, Nippon Maru, Jag- str., for ¥ 
28, Nord, British str., for Tientsin. ; 
98, Oceana, British str., for Europe, &o. 
98, Rubi, British str., for Manila. ; 
28, Tjilatjap, Dutch str., for Batavia. 
28, Tungshing, British str., for Shanghai. 
98, Wakamatsu M., Jap. str., for Ku ots. 
29, Corse, French str., for Shanghai. 
29, Eclipse, Br: 4-masted bark. for Baltimore. 
29, J. Diederichseng Ger. str., for Hoihow. 
29, Joahin Maru, Japgstr., for Swatow. 
29, Yatehing, British atr., for Ningpo. 
29, Yochow, British str., for Shanghai. 
99, Yunnan, British str., for Amoy. 
30, Germania, German str., for Singapore. 
December— 
1, Chinkiang, British str., for Tsingtau. 
1, Choysang, British str., for Swatow. 
1, Courfield, British str., for Durban. 
1, Dardanus, British str., for Shanghai. - 
1, Haiching, British atr., for Swatow. 
1, Johanne, German str., for Haiphong. 
1, Kiangping, Chinese str., for Chinkiang, 
1, Ningchow, British str., for Manila. 
1, Toonan, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
2, Amigo, German str., for Hoihow. 
2, Fausang, British str., for Hongay. 
2, Hailan, French str., for Hoihow. 
2. Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 
2, Kintuck, British str., for Singapore. 
2. Knivsberg, Gorman str., for Hothow. 
2. Kumsang, British str., for Singapore. 
2. Oopack, British str., for Shanghai. 
2, Pongtong, German str., for Bangkok. 
2, P. Ludwig, German str., for Europe. 
Rajah, German str., for Bangkok. 
‘T'ean, British str., for Manila. 
Bujun Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
Fukura Maru, Jap. str., for Moji. 
Helene, German str., for Hoihow. 
Hupeh, British str., for Hai pene 
Kiukiang, British str., for ‘ 
Manila, German str., for estrella: 
S. Sturluson, Danisch str., for Nagasaki. 
Titan, German str., for London. 4 
, Wray Castle, British str., for Singapore. 
4, Buelow, Come for Shanghai. 
ritish 
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PASSENGERS- 
ARRIVED. ‘ 

Per Chipshing, from Weihaiwei, Lieutenant 
Kerwin, Masters F. Summers, R. Lamout, E. 
Lamout, A. B. Lello, J. F. Messrs and A. B. 
Bertram. 

Per Buelow, from Bremen, Mr and Mrs 
Beattie, Mr and Mrs Turner, Mr and 
Waterhouse, Mr and Mrs Lenz, Mrs Wo ane 
Mrs E. Zillig and child, Dr. Evers, Capt. F. 
Jseke, Messrs J. Lambert, F. G. Wallace, P. 
Schalthofer, Schoinan and F. H. Hohnke. 

Por Nile, for Hongkong, from London, Mr 
and Mrs H. P. Tooker, Mr and. Mrs Frost and 
2 infants, Mrs and Misses (2) Lander, Mre 
Thornhill and 2 infants, Mrs J. Badeley, 2 
children and amah, Mrs Mosser and 
Miss Rodgers, Miss J. C. Morris, Miss Glover 
(Governess), Miss K. Sackie, Miss Fernie, 
Misses (2) Hunter, Miss Dunn, Rev. J. A. 
Baker, Bishop of Victoria, Capt. T. C. Leach, 
Dr J. H. Luchler, Sergt. McKnight, Mesars 
TG. Worth, R. Cannell, Anderson, J. Mac- 
Leod and P. H. Wilks; from Singapore, Mesars 
W. 8. Hone, R. A. Gowen and W ord- Look ; 
from London, for Shanghai, Mr und Mrs Mac- 
Kensie, Mr and Mrs Wm. Dutton and infant, 
Rev. and Mrs A. J. Walker, tnfant and nurse, 
Mrs Jackson, infant and nurse, Mrs H. Simpson, 
Mrs Porter, Miss Carleton, A. Corbett, 
Hough, Rev. C. D. Little, Messrs .P. 
McCall's governess and 2 children, W.. Kin 
T. J. Mollows and A. Mackensie ; for Nagasaki, 
Mr and Mrs RB. F. Inman, infant and amah ; 
for Kobe, Misses (3) C., M. and G. Malabar, 
Messrs R. F. A. and Robt Malabar ; for Yoko- 
hama, Mrs Warnford-Lock and Miss Holford ; 
from Singapore, for Shanghai, Mr H. V. 


Dawson. 


